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inspired by the awesome R



lpure genetic engineering

1T 2hy. 1 BS8kg. 1380mMm.

When Yamaha's awesome R crushed its competition in the fierce
1000cc supersport class the word spread' like a bushfire -

- Yamaha had seized the lead in advanced supersport technology.
And it wasn't about to stop there.

Thev YZFB0O0RSB is the latest incarnation of Yamaha's innovative
technology and radical configuration techniques, such as patented,
‘WX’ material hollow valves, side-driven camshafts and the
one-piece crankcase and cylinders.

Yamaha has built a B00cc supersport bike every bit as ruthless
and uncomprimising as big brother, with pulse-quickening
acceleration and a thirst for revs that only a light, ultra-low
reciprocating mass powerplant can achieve.

The R6 powerplant is mated to a geometry of tremendous agility
with switchblade sharp steering, to produce a lean, cut and
shaved, middleweight missile, that not only sets a new class
,.;9 benchmark, but makes a mockery of the rest of the pack.

In short it’s a species of 600 using the same design brief as
the R1;
Lowest weight, shortest wheelbase, most power in its class

M W\ ...by a significant margin.

A

With three figures to set the 600cc supersport class on
its ear; 169kg, 1380mm, 120hp.

| B The Yamaha RE6 is cutting edge genetic engineering.

il

i ! www.yamaha-motor.com.au
4
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PHILLIP ISLAND

A MESSAGE FROM THE ORGANISER

WELCOME

elcome to the ninth Superbike World
Championship to be held at the Phillip
Island Grand Prix Circuit. There is
always something exciting happening in

Superbikes and this year is no exception.

Aprilia, with ‘veteran’ Australian rider Peter Goddard on
board, has joined the ever increasing number of manufacturers
who have made a commitment to the championship.

In 1999 the Superbike World Championship is supported by a
round of the World Sidecar Cup, the first time these interna-
tional outfits have competed in Australia. Full grids of
Supersport, 250cc Production and Supermono Classes will
ensure non-stop action on the circuit.

The Australian Motorcycle News Superbike Expo is bigger and
better than ever, with the majority of motorcycle manufactur-
ers and accessory suppliers on display. This year the Superbike
Expo is conveniently located in the Gardner Straight spectator
area, immediately opposite the winners podium.

While you are here don’t miss the opportunity to experience
the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit Visitor Centre. Explore the
history of motorsport on Phillip Island from the first Australian
Car Grand Prix in 1928 to the excitement of the 1998 Qantas
Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix. Relive the footage of Michael
Doohan taking the chequered flag for his fifth consecutive
world championship.

Champions Café (licensed) at the Visitor Centre is an ideal
place to relax and enjoy a light lunch or a superb espresso cof-
fee. Browse around the extensive range of gifts in the Motor

Sport Shop and take home a memento of this year’s Superbike

World Championship.

Phillip Island Promotions would like to take this opportunity
to thank the Victorian Government and their many sponsors
for their continued support. We would also like to thank
Motorcyling Australia for providing their advice and assistance
in conducting this world championship event.

This weekend there are over 400 volunteer officials who have
travelled from all over Australia to ensure this event is run safe-
ly and at the highest possible standard. We greatly appreciate
their help and dedication to the sport.

Thank you for coming this weekend we hope you enjoy some
great racing.

PETER HENDERSON
Chairman

cﬂmﬁw

FERGUS CAMERON
Managing Director
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The Honda CBROOORR FireBlade.
Isle of Man Production TT winner 1996, 1997 and 1998.

Refined and honed into the best all-round sportsbike you can lay your hands on.

< HON DA

For the location of your nearest Honda Motorcycle dealer phone the Honda Dealer Locatc Free call 1800 241 173. www.hondamotorcycles.com.au




OFFICIALS

SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

PHILLIP ISLAND GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT

PROMOTER: Phillip Island Promotions Pty Ltd
CIRCUIT OWNER AND ORGANISER: Phillip Island
Motor Sports Pty Ltd
Peter Henderson
Fergus Cameron
Kevin Prendergast
Chris Cameron
Simone Dickie, Karina Barry, Ruth Daley,
Chelsea Howard

Credentials Office Lyn Lukey, Helen Henderson, Jan Barkway
Catering Dawn Currie,Vera Keast, Ann Jeffery
Groundstaff Graeme Simpson, Donna Rodwell, Keith Lukey, Peter
Drew, David Sutherland, Russell Smith, Charlie Guy

Campground Manager Brian Pirouet
PIMS Security Keith Dixon, Peter Ronchi, David Parker Bruce
Matthew, Mick Cane

IRPR — Ingrid Roepers, Stacy George

Ingrid Roepers, Helen Marriott, Justin Hone,
Cynthia Tyrrell

Molly Hanrahan, Kristie Fell, Brian Coulthard

Chairman
Managing Director & Event Director
Circuit Manager
Administration Manager
Event Administration

Publicity
Media Centre Staff

Visitor Centre

OFFICIALS

Sporting Authorities

Federation Internationale Motocycliste
Motorcycling Australia

Motorcycling Australia (Victoria)

International Officials
President of the Jury
Jury Member

FMNR Delegate
Superbike Starter
Chief Timekeeper

Max Deubel
James Parker
John Thompson
Alberto Fantini
Giorgio Giordanio

Race Organisation Committee
David White, Fergus Cameron, Peter Nelson, Kevin Prendergast,
Chris Cameron, Mark Cadle, Ray Le Nevez, Steve Bernard

Senior Officials

Clerk Of Course Ray Le Nevez
Deputy Clerk Of Course Ross Martin
Assistant Clerk Of Course Allan Halley
Race Secretary Peter Nelson
National Secretary Mark Cadle

Chief Medical Officer
National Starter

Assistant Starter (National)
Grid Manager

Dr Stephen Bernard
Brendan Ferrari
Trevor Birch

Heinz Schluter

Pit Lane Manager Craig Johnston
Technical Steward Norm Atkins
Marshalling Area Co-ordinator Sam Phillips
Chief of Communications Chris Baker
Chief Marshal Ross Earl

Assistant Chief Marshal
Course Marshal

Robert Green
lan (Skip) Taylor

Chief Fire Marshal Craig Tannock
Chief Of Recovery Bob Martin
MA Steward (National Events) Bruce Hawkesworth
National Chief Scrutineer lan Souter
National Chief Timekeeper Scott Laing
Paddock Manager Kevin Barkway
FIM Liaison David White

Administration: Janice Barkway, Merryn Cadle, Jan Glass, Geoffrey Glass,
Rachal Honess, Marcia Nelson, Kaylene Richardson-Ferrari, Denise Stronach
Race Control: Loraine Bunt, Ray Jonkers, Greg McNaught, Brian Williams
Sector Marshals: Barbara Baker, Tony Fountain, Trevor Hale, Marama Hiroti,
David Kuhn, Colin Leaker, Rob Madden, Bill Sandford

Flag Marshals: Mark Abbott, Greg Ahearn, Roy Armstrong, Darren Auhl, Max
Baker, Gary Bleazby, Stephen Chesterman, Kevin Cobb, George Colman, Marcus
Coutts, Tony D’Antonio, Peter Di Mauro, Ken Eastham, Tom Fieldhouse, Morris
Golding, Colin Greatrex, Jonathan Hawkins, Kenneth Hornsby, Peter Jarvis, Len
Jarvis, Steve Joils, Alison Knight,Anne Kory,William Larrosa, Mark Lenton, Steve
Lord, Tony Ludgate, Andrew MacDonald, David McLean, Lynton McPhail, Peter
Moon, Grant Mulvaney, Clyde Mundy, Mary Mundy, Michael Murphy, Martin
O’Hanlon, Lisa Ortolan, Ted Palmer, John V Pasnin, Kristian Ristell, Jarrod
Robinson, Edward Sawyer, Ros Stevens, Peter Stewart, Barry Stoneman, Trish
Storey, Darren Trafford, Phillip Waters, Gary Williams
Communications/observers: Gary Armitt, Michelle Arnold, Mark Arnold,
Alison Balcombe, David Balcombe, Jacqui Barker, Gary Bowen, Mathew
Brammer, James Bunn, Bruce Chisholm, Mark Coleman, Carolyn Collins, David
Dent, Adam Dippie, Lindsay Dippie, James Halbeach, Marjorie Halford Chris
Kelly, Graeme Laing, Paul Martin, Stephen Navaratnam, Kerry Owens, Neil
Phillips, Robert Ryan, Allan See, Ron Spring, Faye Thornton, Pat Townsend,
Annabel Wall

Track Marshals: Eric Abee, Jarrod Auhl, Joe Barker, John Beaumont, Ewen
Blackmur, Lagzlo Boros, Martin Brett, Michael Brown, Rodney Camm, Johns
Campbell, Gary Cardwell, Geoffrey Carlile,John Cholmondeley, Hazen Cleary,
Russell Colvin, Matthew Cornish, Owen Critchley, Bertram Dana, Vanessa De
Gregorio, Martin Debrincat, Peter Dunn, Kirsteen Dunn, Tony Dunning, Justin
Elliott, Benjamin Elliott, Wes Falke, Jennifer Farrugia, Elvira Farrugia, Ken Ford,
James Francis, Adele Geddes, Ross Girvan,Adrian Grinham, John Harkin, Lance
Harris, Mick Hart, Travis Hedger, Deanne Heitsch, Greg Hill, Nicholas Holton,
Tony Hurst, Stephen Jansen, Paul Johnson, Amanda Kaighin, David Kean, Allan
Kidd, Gisela Langridge, Karla Langridge, Paul Langridge, Jon Lee, John Mackenzie,
Leslie Manley, Axle Mantz, Stuart McMillian, Matthew McShane, Dominic Miles,
John Miranda, Karyn Murray, Paul O’Callaghan, Peter Osborne, Christopher
Panting, Adam Parker, John Marc Pasnin, Jenny Phelan, David Pomare, Robert
Rasmussen, Ken Robinson, Steve Rothery, Adrian Senders, Denis Slaviero, Peter
Stojanoski, Stoimen Stojanov, Michael Symons, Zoran Talevski, Richard Van
Herrikhuyzen, Arie Vogt, Robert Walder, Anthony Whelan, Peter White, Shane
Wolf, Con Xynos

Pit Lane/Grid: John Bastiaan,Vanessa Cail, Colin Chan, Glenn Gargiulo, Karen
Hill, Lyn Ingram, Rick Johnson, David Mason, Marylou Meara, Douglas Murphy,
Stephen Myall, Paul O’'Driscoll, Yvonne Thomas, Garry Thomas, Larry Trafford,
Peter Alan Valentine, Barry Walker, Daphne Waters

Scrutineers: Janice Blizzard, Robyn Byrne, Mal Byrne, Kevin Kessing, Robert
Levy, Patricia Levy, Evon Markwick, David Noice, Klaus Schneider, Peter Sparkes,
Alison Sparkes

Fire Marshals: John Barrett, Tony Barrett, Terry Buxton, Steve Hall, Martin
Hendricks, Daryl Karlson, Clive Laidler, Jason Savage, Penny Saville, Lex Wade,
Neal Wilson

Recovery: Ted Bishop, Tracey Bradford, Morvan Green, Karenne Gregory,
Geoff Langdon, Barbara Langford, Peter Jon Martin, Ashley Martin, Cameron
Peter Martin, Allan Olsen, Kathleen Rantall, Duncan Rogers, Nicky Schafer,
Graeme Wagland, Wayne Wagland

Timing: Meryn Kershaw, Glenn Kershaw, Bunty Laing, Michelle Laing, Tracey
McCormick, Colin Rothwell, Ruth Souter

Paddock Marshals: Luke Balcombe, Matthew Balcombe, Lisa Barker, Trevor
Barklay, Sheridan Boseley,, Patrick | Dowling, Andrew Jack, Cameron Jamieson,
Naomi Lee, Andrea Maluty, Richard Nathan, Dennis Richards, Stephen
Thompson

Commentary: Will Hagon, Tom Naughton, lan Taylor, Ken Wootton

Medical Team: Gordon Armstrong, Martin Bartasek, Chris Batey, Andrew
Black, Dr Michael Buist, Darren Burne, Dr Peter Campbell, Leanne Carlson, Ray
Colenso, Dr John Copland, Phil Coster,Alan Cross, Dr Steve Csongvay, Damien
Dambrosi, Dr Shaun Davis, Mick Donnard, Chris Evans, David Ferrari, Jon
Gaspero, Samantha Graham, Nicky Gregory, Dr Peter Hernaman, Dr Steve
Holmes, Adam Hooley, David Kervin, Daryl Knight, Maria Logan, Sophie
Marshall, Ron McLeod, Erin Mulcahy, Cherrie Niness, Marg O’Donnell, Jodie
O'Reilly, Jenny Reid, Roger Richards, Greg Savage, Jodie Solie, Dr Rod
Thompson, Paul Thresher, Nick Thresher, David Turnbull

Service & Equipment: Bill Bloem, Geoff Bull, Alan Campbell, Andy Dobbyn,
Stephen Fisher, Ken Johnston, Paul Keam, Stephen Kennedy, Mario Napoleone,
Vic O’Driscoll, Warren Reid, Geoff Brian Rowley, Mark Sully, Ross Wise

Phillip Island Circuit wishes to thank all officials for being involved with the 1999 Superbike World Championship
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...along with the exhaust, engine, gearbox, brakes, clutch and
component. Which in turn made it the best selling

every other
bike in its

class. Discover why at your nearest Kawasaki

dealer.

4 7

Let the g

e

ood times roll.
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$2993




EvieENT PROGRAM

SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, RD2 )

FRIDAY, APRIL 16

0820-0845
0855-1020
1045-1145
11855-1220
1230-1250
1300-1320
1445-1545
1600-1620
16845-1715
1730-1800

Practice
Practice
Practice
Practice
Qualifying 1
Qualifying 1
Qualifying 1
Qualifying 1
Practice 1
Qualifying 1

Supermono

Aprilia 250cc Production
WORLD SUPERBIKE
Supersport

Supermono

Aprilia 250cc Production
WORLD SUPERBIKE
Supersport

Sidecar World Cup
Sidecar World Cup

SATURDAY, APRIL 17

0800-0820
0830-1950
1000-1020
1045-1145
1200-1230
1235-1305
1307
1335
1405
. 1445-1545
1600
1700-1715
1730

SUNDAY,

0830-0840
0845-0855
0805-0815
0930-0950
1066
1030-1040
1050-1120
1200
1310
1380
1530
1830

Qualifying 2
Qualifying 2
Qualifying 2
Qualifying 2
Qualifying 2
Pit Walk
Race 1
Race 1
Race 1
Practice
Superpole
Practice 2
Superpole

Supermono

Supersport

Aprilia 250cc Production
WORLD SUPERBIKE
Sidecar World Cup

Supermono

Supersport

Aprilia 250cc Production
WORLD SUPERBIKE
WORLD SUPERBIKE
Sidecar World Cup
Sidecar World Cup

APRIL 18
Warm-up Supermono
Warm-up Supersport

Warm-up
Warm-up
Race 2
Warm-up
Pit walk
RACE 1
Race 2
Race 2
RACE 2
Race 1

SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 1999

Aprilia 250cc Production
WORLD SUPERBIKE
Supermono

Sidecar World Cup

WORLD SUPERBIKE
Supersport

Aprilia 250cc Production
WORLD SUPERBIKE
Sidecar World Cup

25mins
25mins
60mins
25mins
20mins
20mins
60mins
20mins
30mins
30mins

20mins
20mins
20mins
60mins
30mins
30mins
B laps

8 laps

8 laps

60mins

15mMmins

10mins
10mins
10mins
20mins
B laps

10mins
30mins

22 LAPS

8 laps
8 laps

22 LAPS

22 laps




OFFICIAL FLAGS

YELLOW FLAG CHEQUERED FLAG

WAVED — DANGER AHEAD. STATIONARY — USED RACE OR PRACTICE SESSION OVER.
AT PRECEDING MARSHALS’ POST TO REINFORCE

WARNING, RIDERS NOT ALLOWED TO OVERTAKE.

BLUE FLAG BLACK FLAG

STATIONARY — MOTORCYCLE COMING UP RIDER WHOSE NUMBER IS SHOWN WITH THE
BEHIND. WAVED — MOTORCYCLE ABOUT TO FLAG MUST STOP AT THE PITS ON THE NEXT
OVERTAKE. LAP.

f

YELLOW & RED STRIPED FLAG RED FLAG
TRACK SURFACE SLIPPERY. DISPLAYED MOTIONLESS — RACE OR PRACTICE
SESSION STOPPED.

U B ee Yoy locil M%W M[m

WHITE FLAG GREEN FLAG Staintune Austialic K

SLOW-MOVING VEHICLE ON THE TRACK. ALL CLEAR (RIDERS FREE TO OVERTAKE). ' 51 Cayvendistisiréet, Miftagong NSW 2575 Australian T

Phone (02)4671 3188 Fox (02)4871 3581 M




" CIRCUIT INFO

MOTORCYCLE LAP RECORDS

Class Rider Country Machine Date Time

500GP Simon Crafar NZ Yamaha YZR500 04/10/98 1:33.868
250GP Tetsuya Harada Japan Aprilia RS250 04/10/98 1:35.253
125GP Marco Melandri Italy Honda RS125 04/10/98 1:40.296
Superbike International Aaron Slight NZ Honda RC45 27/10/96 1:35.442
Superbike National Steve Martin Vic Ducati 996 Corsa 08/06/97 1:36.149
Production Superbike Steve Martin Vic Ducati 916SPS 06/09/98 1:38.724
Sidecar A Bosman/D Kellett SA Krauser 500 08/09/91 1:42.780
Supersport Craig Connell Qld Ducati 748SPS 06/09/98 1:39.897
250cc Production Chris McAteer Vic Suzuki RGV250 29/10/95 1:46.548
Supermono Peter Hinton NSW PRP Supermono 22/03/97 1:45.381
H-D 883 Sportster John Allen Qi Harley-Davidson 883 27/10/96 1:50.692
250GP National Craig Connell Qld Yamaha TZ250 16/10/94 1:38.650

125GP National Jay Taylor NSW Honda RS125 31/05/98 1:44.032
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4 V A Trackside Campground
e Istand Shuttle LEGEND oy

== o P
L A Entrance Gate . General Admission Access @ Film Products Public Conveniences

VIP Hospitality Facility 28 l";ﬂ;: cileem:c;e::srsability @ Ticket Sales t] Merchandise/Souvenirs
B Grandstand First Aid 7] Bars —— Overtrack Sign
r@ Helipad Restricted Area 0 Information m] Catering
ANNOUNCEMENT

This international event is open to all FIM licence holders and is held under the rules of the FIM Code and the Supplementary Regulations of the meeting.
’ B FIM Permit No:IMN 102/02 M Track Licence No: 0006
WARNING: MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS
It is a condition of admission that spectators and all persons attending this meeting do so entirely at their own risk. Ticket and credential holders are reminded that
motor racing is dangerous and accidents can happen.All care is taken to protect you, but you are warned that there is a possibility of an accident causing injury, death or
property damage. By the issue of a ticket or credential to you, you hereby acknowledge that the entry to the racing circuit has a degree of danger and the promoter,
clubs, corporations, landowner, and persons having any connection with the promoting, organising or conduct of the event shall have no liability to you, except in regard
to any rights you may have arising under the Trade Practices Act 1974.

PLEASE NOTE: M ALCOHOL IS NOT ALLOWED INTHE PIT AREA BY ORDER OF MOTORCYCLING AUSTRALIA.
B ANIMALS ARE NOT PERMITTED AT THE CIRCUIT.
B SPECTATORS MUST STAY BEHIND THE PERIMETER FENCE.

©ACP Action 1999. Material contained in the official 1999 Phillip Island SBK program is protected under the Commonwealth Copyright Act 1968. No material may be reproduced in part or in whole without
written consent from the copyright holders. The price set out, or referred to herein, is a recommended retail price only and there is no obligation to comply with the recommendation. All prices referred to in
this program are recommended ?rices, unless olgerwise stated. The publishers terms and conditions are set out in its current advertising rate cards, which are available on request. They include an exemption
clause, a monetary limitation of liability clause and an indemnity from the advertiser and any advertising agent. ACP Action ts it it not possible to verify inf ion other than that conveyed in editorial
content of the publication. The Fair Trading Act, 1985, requires ACP Action to disclaim any belief in the truth or falsity of information which is supplied to it and which is published in other than editorial
content. Opinions ex in the editorial content of this ma%uine are wholly those of the respective authors and not necessarily those of the publisher. Published by Australian Motorcycle News, ACP
Action, a division of ACP Publishing Pty Ltd ACN 053 273 546, 73 Atherton Rd, Oakleigh 3166. Printed at SNP Ausprint, 151 Forster Road, Mount Waverley, Victoria. All rights reserved.
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HEAVY-DUTY

PROTECTION
*by CORDURA®

R&RS12008.LSFeb

When ridin' gets tough...
..tough it out with Gunbarrel!

Now with PORELLE BreathableZal
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Already Australia's top selling all Cordura® jacket the Gunbarrel has been further enhanced with "Zliner"a 48

waterproof and breathable membrane - 'Porelle’ a
Porelle expels excess body perspiration yet acts as a full waterproof barrier within the garment ifself. The two *
chest and front cargo pockets plus the rear storage pocket are all waterproof lined as well. In addifion the s

Gunbarrel has three inside security pockets that allows further stowage for that outback trip.
Profection has been improved with CE approved 'lsofoam’ guards on the shoulders and elbows, plus a twin
density foam back protector, all removable from their own pockets. Also schoeller 'Dynatec’ with Keviar® %

v
reinforcements on shoulders and elbows. 3M Scofchlite and Reflex piping are discreetly added for night safety. a}
There are far more features still, including the zip-out winter Thermal liner that makes the Gunbarrel unique! L

As an equal partner to Gunbarrel is RIVET's Cordura® Pants. Built to withstand the rigors of outback riding
these pants have builtin knee and hip protectors and a Keviar® saddle within the seat area and inside knees. "%
The leg cuff with zip is gusseted so pants can be worn inside or outside boots. The two zippered side pockets
have flap and stud closure and elasticated and adjustable waist belt adds comfort.

GET TOUGH... with Cordura... Gunbarrel Jacket and Pants

At Better Bike and Accessory Dealers Ausiralia Wide r
R&R SPEEDSPORTS P/L - (02) 9709 4655 4

/8
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THE CIRCLNT

turn 9 A

Start / Finish Line




THE

BATTLE
FOR
POLE

s uperpole, a shootout at pole
position for the top 16 riders,
was first introduced to the Superbike
World Championship in 1998.

Pole position is now no longer for
the man who records the fastest lap-
time during the two official qualifying
sessions.

After the one untimed and the two
timed practices, the 16 fastest riders
are invited to go out on the track one
by one on Saturday afternoon to go
all-out for just one lap.

On the basis of these Iaptlmes, the
final grid positions are determined.

This formula has been used at
Suzuka for several years now and is
similar to the Top 10 Shootout at the
Bathurst 1000 car race.

Not all riders are happy with the
Superpole formula.

On the other hand, the Superpole
session provides a ‘Iot of drama. The
fastest man in qualifying could drop
back to a fourth-row start if things do
not go exactly as planned during his
‘do or die’ lap. But it also gives the
other riders the chance to go for
pole.

The good news for local fans is that
the rider with the best record in the
Superpole format is Aussie Troy
Corser. He commenced his challenge
for the 1999 Superbike World
Championship with Superpole at
Kyalami three weeks ago, and will no
doubt be looking to make it two from
two at Phillip Island this weekend.

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 1888+ 15




AT THE ISLAND

-

PLENTY ON OFFER...

Besides the frantic Wor“IdSuper"bike on-
track action, there’'s plenty more to see
and do to make the weekend memonrable.

hatever you do, don’t miss

the Australian Motorcycle

News Superbike Expo,

which this year — its sixth
at the Australian round of the World
Superbikes — will be housed in a massive
marquee on Gardner Straight opposite the
winners podium.

Inside there are displays of the latest models
from the major manufacturers, clothing,
accessories, training and just about anything
else to do with motorcycling.

Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki will be
there in force along with Ducati, BMW,
Triumph, Aprilia, Buell and Bimota — all with
their latest models and helpful staff on hand
to answer your questions.

And if you're looking for that go-fast bit or
flash accessory to make your motorcycle the
meanest on the road, there is a wide variety
of pipes, cams and other bits to check out.

Perhaps you're in the market for a new set
of leathers, or some gear to keep the coming
winter at bay? You won't be disappointed with
the range of clothing on display.

Impressed by the on-track action of the
Superbike stars? Australian Superbike School
and Stay Upright will be on hand to show you
just how good you could be...

T-shirts, videos, prints and official team mer-
chandise will give you plenty of opportunity
to spend some money.

Admission to the Australian Motorcycle
News Superbike Expo is free, but keep an eye
out for a mangy mutt wandering the corri-
dors near the AMCN stand — that’ll be Fred
Gassit off the leash...

TAKEATOUR

Another attraction well worth a visit is the
new Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit Visitor
Centre, situated in the old Len Lukey Museum
building within the circuit boundary near Turn
One.

Totally refurbished, the centre has a fascinat-
ing walk-through display featuring the history
of racing at Phillip Island with photographs
and memorabilia.

Among the displays are videos of famous
races at the Island, including the action-packed
1989 Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix.

Right: stunts, merchandise outlets, and a mangy
mutt called Fred Gassit will keep the crowds
entertained.

16

Among the variety of old racebikes are cars
as well to make the exhibition not just a his-
tory of Phillip Island, but a rare glimpse of
Australian motorsport through the ages.

If you get a little peckish or want to take
part of the experience home with you, there’s
also a cafe and merchandise shop within the
Visitor Centre.

STUNTS AND DISPLAYS
In between the race action will be a full card
of stunts and displays to keep the adrenalin

'

SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 1999
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flowing.

Topping the bill is stunt ace Robbie Bolger,
who will be making an attempt on the world
wheelie record on the Sunday, and will make
numerous other appearances during the
weekend.

There’ll be Pro Stock dragbikes putting on a
rubber-burning display, and Draggin Jeans will
give a practical demonstration on just how
effective its protective clothing products are!

Look up and you'll see the RAAF Blue Eagles
parachutists dropping from the skies, plus
there’ll be model aircraft taking to the heav-
ens.

Finally, make sure you listen to the circuit
commentary throughout the weekend for
details of rider autograph sessions. A number
of the top Superbike stars will be visiting the
Australian Motorcycle News Superbike Expo
to meet the fans and sign autographs. Don’t
miss the opportunity.

CLUB FACILITIES

Once again many motorcycle manufacturers
are providing facilities for club members, pro-
viding catered marquee comfort and front
row seats along Gardner Straight. Although
these facilities are already pretty much
booked out, it’s an idea to get in touch with
the various clubs to join up or book ahead for
future events.

Ducati: for Ducati riders there is a Ducati
Hospitality Marquee open from Friday to
Sunday. A special feature this year will be the
appearance of Ducati Superbike racers Troy

Below: at a loose end between races? Why not
check out the thousands of motorcycles parked
around the circuit...

WHAT'S ON?

-

EXHIBITOR

- Australian Grand Prix Corporation
. Australian Motorcycle News
“Australian Superbike School

Bandit Accessories

Bimota Australia
BMW Australia
Buell Motorcycles
Circuit Concepts
Draggin Jeans
Ducati

Dynobike

Fearless Gear
Ferris Wheels

First Windfield

Gas Imports
Honda MPE
Kawasaki Australia
NF Importers
Raven Distribution
Road Rocket

John Sample Automotive
Serco

Sportart

Staintune

Stay Upright
Suzuki Australia
Tiger Angel
Trackside Enterprises
Triumph Australia
Vee Two Australia

Walden Miller Leather
Yamaha Motor Australia

e

s » =

EXPO DISPLAY...

DISPLAY

Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix
AMCN display and Gassit merchandise
Rider training

Exhausts, accessories, Castrol Honda
merchandise

Latest models

Latest models

Latest models

Team Suzuki clothing

Protective clothing

Latest models

Accessories, exhausts

Clothing

International motorcycle safari tours
Renapur Leather Balsam

Mick Doohan 1999 merchandise
Latest models

Latest models

Accessories, clothing, leathers
Accessories, lubricants

Motorcycle products, images

Aprilia latest models. . -

Parts, accessories

Pictures, prints, videos

Exhaust systems

Rider training

Latest models

Leathers, clothing

Phillip Island Motor Sport merchandise
Latest models

Squalo motorcycles, Ducati performance
parts

Leathers

Latest models
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WHAT'S ON?

Where else but Phillip Island? Don’t miss the action at one of the
world’s most picturesque circuits when the Superbikes take to the track
this weekend for their two 22-lap races.

Corser, Carl Fogarty, Steve Martin and Craig Connell, who will visit the
marquee on Saturday after final qualifying. There is also a |30-seat
grandstand and a buffet lunch on Sunday for Ducati enthusiasts.

To enquire about Ducati club membership contact NF Importers, tel
(02) 9748 7833.

Honda Riders Club Of Australia: facilities available for the three
days of the event include grandstand seating, television monitors, cloak-
room, members bike parking and a fully-catered lunch on Saturday and
Sunday. There is also an exclusive campground with a marquee ‘get
together’ area, barbecue, and light and power facilities. For membership
details, contact HRCA, tel (03) 9887 0100.

Kawasaki Rider’s Club: members will be able to take advantage of
a three-day package at the Kawasaki marquee.A deluxe barbecue lunch
is available on Saturday and Sunday along with private grandstand seat-
ing and television monitors, so you miss none of the action. For club
membership enquiries, contact Kawasaki Motors Australia tel (02) 9684
2585.

Yamaha: club members have access to pre-booked corporate facili-
ties, however, spaces are at a premium. If you're a Yamaha owner and
want to enquire about club membership, tel (03) 9702 4400.

ISLAND ATTRACTIONS
While you're on Phillip Island, there are many other things to see and
do.

Along with the popular Penguin Parade, where flocks of fairy penguins
arrive on the beach to return to their Summerland Beach burrows
every sunset, there is also The Nobbies, Seal Rocks and the Koala
Conservation Centre.

The Australian Dairy Centre, the Clock Museum at Cowes, Mini
Europe onVentnor Road, and the A-Maze-N-Things entertainment cen-
tre are also among the many attractions. Check out the local
Information Centre a kilometre after the San Remo bridge on Phillip
Island Road if you want to know more.

And if you want to check out a phenomenon unique to Cowes, head
down to the Isle of Wight Hotel on the beachfront on Friday and
Saturday night for a real taste of the wildlife... S2€
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Contact an Authorised
DUCATI Dealer today

NSW

FRASER MOTORCYCLES
HOMEBUSH
TEL: 02 9764 3421

FRASER MOTORCYCLES
BATHURST
TEL: 02 6332 5445

FRASER MOTORCYCLES
NEWCASTLE
TEL: 02 4952 2666

FRASER MOTORCYCLES
WOLLONGONG
TEL: 02 4285 1400

EUROTUNE MOTORCYCLES
QUEANBEYAN
TEL: 02 6297 8636

RED'S MOTORCYCLES
SERVICES

PENRITH

TEL: 02 4731 2239

NORTH COAST V-TWINS
COFFS HARBOUR
TEL: 02 6651 4577

NORTHSIDE MOTORCYCLES
ARTARMON
TEL: 02 9439 3549

ONLINE MOTORCYCLES
ALBURY
TEL: 02 6021 8888

BIKES & BITS
TAMWORTH
TEL: 02 6762 1557

QLD
BRISBANE DUCATI
WINDSOR

TEL: 07 3357 4333

DUCATI HUSQVARNA
GOLDCOAST
NERANG

TEL: 07 5578 2122

V-2 MOTORCYCLES
TENNYSON
TEL: 07 3848 8422

KB MOTORCYCLES
BUNDABERG
TEL: 07 4152 3490

BULLET BIKES
MACKAY
TEL: 07 4957 2227

WAYNE LEONARD M/C
CAIRNS
TEL: 07 4051 2741

RISING SUN HONDA
TOWNSVILLE

TEL: 07 47 79 0211

DUCATI NOOSA
NOOSAVILLE
TEL: 07 5474 4016

VIC

MOTO ONE
OAKLEIGH
TEL: 03 9568 0100

THE BIKE BARN
MELBOURNE
TEL: 03 9602 4269

NOVA DUCATI
RINGWOOD
TEL: 03 9870 2222

PRATT & OSBORNE M/C
GEELONG
TEL: 03 5223 2822

SOUTH AUST

DOCTEUR DESMO
BLAIR ATHOL
TEL: 08 8262 4555

THE BIKE FACTORY
ADELAIDE
TEL: 08 8231 2301

TASMANIA

SPORTS RIDER M/C
LAUNCESTON
TEL: 036 331 9913

WA

FRASER MOTORCYCLES
PERTH
TEL: 08 9370 5662

LLOYD CHAPMAN M/C
PERTH
TEL: 08 9328 3400

MOTORCYCLE CITY
VICTORIA PARK
TEL: 08 9355 0500

WAYNE PATTERSON M/C
BUNBURY
TEL: 08 9721 7470

RAY MOORE M/C
KALGOORLIE
TEL: 08 9021 6527

SUN CITY MOTORCYCLES
GERALDTON
TEL: 08 9921 6888

NT

DARWIN DYNACYCLE
DARWIN
TEL: 08 8981 7806

RACE MOTORCYCLES
ALICE SPRINGS
TEL: 08 8952 2278

Distributed by N F Importers Pty Ltd
Ph: (02) 9748 7833, Fax: (02) 9748 3642

DUCATI ® 2 Year / Unlimited kilometres warranty

DUCATI O

www.ducati.com.au

NFIm11470.AJH.48.14




Ducati/People: Ducaii#P6 Strada - $28,995.00;
(748 Strada - $22,995.0@WA8SPS - $26,995.00;
916 Senna - $33,995.00] - $38,995.00)
Price is recommended§ andidoes not include
dealer and statutory cif

Price is subject to chaf ithout notice.

People: Carl Fogarty, ;r' imes World Superbike
Champion, with his wi




FOGGY MAKES IT NUMBER THREE

After an action-packed
season, the struggle for the
1998 Superbike World
Championship came down to
a four-man battle. As Johan
Vandekerchove recaps, it
was Carl Fogarty who
emerged victorious.

o less than four men could have taken out
the 1998 Superbike World Championship
in the closing stages. It looked as though it
would all go down to the wire at the final
round held in Sugo, Japan, but with two rounds remaining
Italian Pier Francesco Chilli fell off his Ducati Corse ADVF
in a last-corner attempt to defend his leading position, and
some vital championship points — reducing the champi-
onship contenders to a threesome.

Then in the final round, the somewhat methodical title
leader and pole-sitter, Troy Corser (Ducati Corse ADVF)
knocked himself out during morning warm-up, breaking
three ribs and suffering a ruptured spleen. And then there
were two...

For Aaron Slight, it was once again a year to play the
bridesmaid after he struggled to get his Castrol Honda
dialled in to suit the Sugo circuit.

This opened the door for experienced multiple champi-
on, Carl Fogarty (Ducati Performance) to take the champi-
onship. Fogarty came back from what looked like a lost
position to grab the title in the closing laps of the final
race...

AND THEN THERE WERE THREE
When the teams left for that last round at Sugo on
Sunday, October 4 the three remaining title candidates
were only six points apart.

There is no doubt that seldom have we witnessed such
an exciting finale to the Superbike World Championship.

Right: Noriyuki Haga’s 1998 season started strongly at
Phillip Island’s opening round, but then crashes and
inconsistency blunted his charge.That’s Haga (#41)

leading Chili (#7) and Fogarty (#2). Below: he had to
wait until the last round at Sugo, but Foggy didn’t waste
any time in proclaiming who was number one for 1998.
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DISCOVER THE ART

N Keith Code

- Meet the Legend ,‘

As a Rider Trainer to the stars, author of the best selling “A Twist of
the Wrist" series of books and proprietor of the California Superbike School, Keith Code
has had more impact on the world of motorcycle riding than any other individual in
history. Keith will be making several guest appearances over the SBK weekend at the
Australian Superbike School stand in the AMCN Expo opposite Gardner Straight

SEE THE MAN. BUY THE BOOK. DO THE SCHOOL

“ Australian Superbike School's Steve Brouggy says
" Keith Code has the best observation skills and
ability to communicate riding technology in the
world. We only teach the information that Keith
develops. He's the man!"...Steve Brouggy ”

NSTANT BOOKING @ Cornering Schools
HOTLINE: @ Suspension Schools
Y ® Ride Days
[03] 9792 1322 ® Books & Videos
PO. BOX 189
DANDENONG VIC 3175

Ph (03)9792 1322 AUSTRALIAN\ !
Fax (03)9792 1075 SUPERBIKE SCHOOL :

www.superbikeschool.com.au

ARAL eSS @ B Kawasaki

RK TAKASAGO CHAIN
LIKE . A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

FOR 50 YEARS
MICK DOOHAN, =/"" ) ..
WE KNOW BEING : o t MTizla(nl‘)&o':\cexn
THEBESTISA A7 - \\. 4 @ | 7 500
COMMITMENT (€& - Y g A

TAGO CHAIN CHOICE

A RANGE OF MORE THAN 450 CHAINS

o —— T

DISTRIBUTED BY: Link International Pty Ltd * Phone (07) 3807 2044 ¢ Fax (07) 3807 2100
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REVIEW

And all this occurred without John Kocinski, who
rode the Castrol Honda RC45 to a championship
title in 1997.The defending champ had moved to
the 500cc GP class for 1998.

After Kocinski's victory in the 1997 champi-
onship, all eyes were on Slight at the beginning of
the season.The New Zealander, going into his fifth
season aboard the Honda RC45, was expected to
prove more than ever that he had the right stuff
to take the injected V-four to the title.

Since 1993 the Kiwi has never been out of the
top three in the final standings, but the title had
always remained out of reach. Honda didn't leave
a stone unturned to help Slight in his 1998 bid.

For the first time, the world’s largest motorcy-
cle manufacturer broke the ultimate taboo con-
cerning the ‘standard’ philosophy of the Superbike
World Championship. The factory RC45s were
equipped with dual exhausts and a factory dou-
ble-sided swingarm.

Nevertheless, everything was legal,and no other
factory showed any intention of filing a complaint.

The Honda engineers had also done a good job
on the inside of the engine.The bike that in 1997
had acquired the reputation of being the best all-
round machine turned out in 1998 to be unbeat-
able on top speed and acceleration. That was

shown very clearly at Monza, where Slight’s team-
mate Colin Edwards took his first (double) victo-
ry in his SWC career.

LESS IS MORE

There was just as much development in the
Ducati camp.The new factory engine (some 5ps
stronger than its predecessor) was replaced mid-
season by a more ‘useable’ injected V-twin, run
for the first time at the Kyalami track.

According to Troy Corser, the engine was a lot
more predictable and user-friendly than the
machine which he had used during the first half of
the season.

At Kawasaki and Suzuki technical developments
had been less spectacular; while the ancient 1993-
vintage Yamaha YZF750 was the bike everybody
pitied the most.

Despite rumours at the beginning of 1997, the
Yamaha would not be replaced before the start of
the 1999 season — bad news for 1993 world
champ Scott Russell and new boy Noriyuki Haga.

Furthermore, Russell had insisted on using
Michelin tyres, despite the fact that the Yamaha
team didn’t have any experience with the French
rubber. Haga meanwhile continued to use
Dunlop, which made shuffling development and

Left: was that medium rare or well done for your
Kawaski, sir? Round three at Monza brought a
fiery halt to Akira Yanagawa’s challenge. Below
left:Troy Corser had to wait until Brands Hatch to
take his first ‘real’ victory of 1998. Below right:
Frankie Chili saw his championship chances (and
his 1999 Ducati factory ride) disappear at Assen.

set-up between the two pretty challenging.

SURPRISE PACKAGE

Even so, it was Haga who surprised everyone at
the beginning of the season.After having shown
at the end of 1997 at Sugo what he was made of,
the then 23-year-old stormed to victory at Phillip
Island, Australia.

At Donington, the Japanese went one better
and took his first double victory.

But as most of his opponents hoped, Haga did
not have it his own way for long. The Yamaha rider
fell off on a number of occasions and lost ever
more ground in the points standings.

Another two ‘extreme’ results at the final round
of the year (crash in the first race and victory in
the second one) saw him finish sixth for the year.

Corser had started the championship in his
familiar, consistent way,and that would not change
as the campaign went on. The 1996 champion
took points in almost every race before the Sugo
final, and in most cases, he finished on the ros-
trum.

Only at Kyalami, South Africa, things didn’t go
quite as expected, when the brand new Ducati
engine ground to a halt due to a fuel-line problem
on the warm-up lap. Funnily enough, it was only at
the US round (Laguna Seca) that the Australian
notched up his first victory of the year.And even
then, he had to settle for half of the points,
because the first race was interrupted after the
serious crash involving Kawasaki rider Akira
Yanagawa.

A few weeks later Corser took his first ‘real’
victory of the year at Brands Hatch, England.

A HIGH PRICE
Looking back, all the fast riders of 1998 — apart
from Corser — scored very erratic results. Chili
was a perfect example.

The Italian, who for the first time in his career

CORSER HAD STARTED THE CHAMPIONSHIP

IN HIS FAMILIAR, CONSISTENT WAY
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was integrated in an official Ducati team, had  when he was ridden off his bike by American  Above left: crashes limited Noriyuki Haga’s 1998

shown in the past that he was a very fast rider,but  Doug Chandler’s Muzzy Kawasaki. challenge. Centre: Colin Edwards picked up a
he alternated his successes with crashes. Nevertheless, Yanagawa got back in the saddle d:”b’e_w'"h‘ft ”thl":rh" fz:""A?"eh"ﬁht’
The "98 season proved to be no different.Inall,  much earlier than anybody expected,and even in ~ "ampionship leader Troy Corser’s challenge came

= undone with a missed gear at Sugo’s final round.
he won five races, but he also ended a lot of his comeback race was on the pace. o go’s fi

events in the gravel pit.
He paid a high price for his crash in the very last  AND THEN THERE WERE TWO
corner of the second heat at the penultimate  Eventually, the title came down to a confrontation simple: only 5.5pts apart, the title would go to the

round Assen. There he didn’t only lose contact  of three men. rider finishing in front.

with the top three in the championship, but also ‘Mister Consistency’ Corser had not been able Unfortunately, it never came to a head-to-head
his ‘contract’ to another season with the factory  to shake off Slight and Fogarty during the season.  confrontation. Despite the fact that Slight
Ducati squad. The latter had experienced a very inconsistent  received a completely new RC45 engine (boast-

Edwards was no example of consistency either  season, but both had left some points in the grav-  ing more horsepower than Michael Doohan’s
and turned out to be still a little bit too erratic to el pit at some time, but also lost ground due to NSR500!), the New Zealander didn’t manage to

challenge for the title in his first year aboard the  less than perfect bike set-up. get back from a mediocre starting grid — at one
Honda. Nevertheless, the Texan won the two It all boiled down to a breathtaking finale at  stage hampered by the less-than-sporting efforts
races at Monza. Sugo on Sunday, October 4. Corser made one of  of Kawasaki-mounted Neil Hodgson.

For Yanagawa it was the same story, even his few mistakes, got it all wrong changing down Fogarty,on the other hand, had an easier job. He

though insiders had expected more from the for a corner and crashed heavily. Broken ribs and  started from the front row and kept the Japanese
Kawasaki team after the very promising pre-sea-  a damaged spleen spelt the end of the season for  wildcard front-runners within distance for both
son test results. The upward march of the always  the '96 champ. races.A third and a fourth position finally earned
jolly Japanese was interrupted at Laguna Seca, For Slight and Fogarty, things were now quite  him his third world title. 3¢

S=2C( 1998 SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL POINTS

1
R1/R2

E
R1/R2

Mis RSA USA GB A NL J Total
R1/R2 RI/R2 R1/R2 RI/R2 RI/R2 RI/R2 RI/R2

1 Colfoguty B Do 2516 96 1020 7/25 33 1316 20/20  55- 1320 14/ 20/5  16/13
2 hooSigt N Hon /0 1313 0/ 130 503 /5 88 o WM BRS 1YN 90 W
3 Toyloser  As D 010 0/0 16213 016 916 20/20 S 1250 95 0N 16/l o/ 385
4 PefoesoCii 1 Du 134 1611 11A6 250 16/ /5 45013 110 0/l6 25/ o ms
5 Coln Edwords USA Hon 99 10/ /5 WA 00 163 T3 256 A3 91 N3 33 2195
6 MNoipkitegg ) Yam /25 505 1/6 613 1p9 VR A 88 /5 158
7 MioYoogws ) Kaw UM A A0 3/ WM N/ gm0/ /113910 130 70
8 Jomie Whitham B S /4 88 8/ 56 26 0A 134 5M 16 A0 5/1 173
9 Peler Goddard hs  Sw /3 1 98 38 10/8 /N0 8 6 6B 105 b6 155 B
10 ScoftRussel UA  Ym 48 3/5 / 07 5. 810 67 05/  16/8  4f5 A NA s
1 NelHodgson B Kow 8- 4 1BH 9 /5 9/8 3510 1 86 4/ 0- M5
12 Gregorio Lovla P D 5/5 /- 8/ - /0 /9 /- 15/ /- 59 o /1 835
13 Piergiorgo Bontempi | fw 4/ 3 /540 81 46 / / /- / / 58

14 Nessandro Gramigni | Duc /1 / 4/3 8/- 6/- 5/4 5/2 /1 1/ 3/2 5/- /- %
15 Igor Jerman Slo Kaw W, 3/4 /4 21 1/6 3/5 /5 /- /1 4/6 + a
1beq  Keiichi Kitogowa J Suz f o /- /- /- /- -+ /- +- /- 7 5/M 36
leq__Minko | Se b b b f 4w %
18 Andreas Meklou A Duc /- /- 5/1 /- - /1 f /- + 2/3 /- /- 3
19q Niall Mackenzie 6B Yom a /10 v + /- £ + /- 10/ /- /- /- 26 -
19eq  Steve Hislop 6B Yom /- 6/1 /- /- /- /- /- /- 8/5 /- s/ v 2
19eq  Lucio Pedercini | Duc 3/- o/ 2/2 /- 4/2 4/2 /3 /4 o/ /- /a o %
22 BenBostom _ USA_ Hon 7 /- /- /- /4 o+ [ 85/16 /- /e /- i 25
15 Mok Wi s Se  WI o o f 4w
24 Watay Yoshikawa J Yom /- V- a /- £ ) a /- via - 12 6
25eq  Udo Mark D Suz -/ /- /- /- /4 6/3 yia /- £+ T /- -+ 13 i
25eq  Andrew Stroud NZ Kaw i /- e o /- 2N 2/4 /- /- o+ 1/3 /2 13

Legend: A Austria, Aus Australia, CZ Czech Republic, D Germany, E Spain, GB Great Britain, | Italy, In Indonesia, | Japan, NI Netherlands, NZ New Zealand, USA United States.
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§ THE FAST BIKES SHOW

i An all new wdeI((J from the wd?hund ?crluzy
) 2 | guys at Fast Bike Magazine. The wildest
‘ ’;;c s \ Keehes spectacular stoppies, Kneg-
s

w down sliding through the tumns and flot-

«& for speed freaks! The guys at Fast Bike
know how to let it all ?mng out and in
¥ "'*' this video they're hanging it out just
{) for you! If you like your motorcycling
/i raw and rewving mad, then this one’s
for you! 85 mins. $34.95

European Stunt Riding
. s o

Championship 98

Tens of thousands of fans from all over the
- v —w—! i 4 2
¥ ﬂ British Isles enjoyed a qreut demonstration of

motorcycle madness which saw the hottest
Showmen (and women) in fown competing

through four rounds for the 1998 European
Stunt Riding Championship.

All four rounds feature these crazy riders

s 0N their big bikes with info, commentary

y ,A,Jﬁ‘ and ol the results

i championship takes bike control to
st the absolute limit, and proves these

are the most flamboyant daredevils on

two wheels 72 mins $34.95

1 Bike GP 500 Review "98
1 Bike GP Review '97

(1 Bike GP Review '96

[J Bike GP Review '95

[d The Fast Bikes Show .

World Superbike
(1 World Superbike *98 ..
[J World Superbike 97

(2 World Superbike *96

12 World Superbike *95

1 World Superbike '94

(1 World Superbike *93 ..

MotV12196.RVSBK'99

out action everywhere! This one is strictly

Doohan Book, Mick Doohan
Paperback $29.95 259 x 195 mm, 160 pp
Mick Doohan is the greatest motorcycle racer of modern times — some would say ever.
The teak-tough Aussie has wrestled his 190 horsepower Honda to more than 50 grand pri
M | C wins and vie consecutive 500cc World Championships. His fearsome broadside riding style
n has captivated millions of fans worldwide and made him the sport's biggest-ever earner.
D ha This alkcolour book is a fascinating chronicle of his life, from wild boyhood to grand master.
Author Mat Oxley has worked in GPs since 1988 and with Doohan since 1990. A former
Isle of Man Il winner, he also finished third in the 1986 world endurance championship.

WHITHAMS WILD 750’s

= Jamie Whitham looks af bikes, riders &
races that chonged motm(yclmg for

§ ever. Features gSO(c superbikes -

RC30, OWO1, ZXR750 and the
GSXR750 plus clips from races with
riders M[Eﬁ]%ﬂ, Rymer and Foggy. Plus
mad comcorder (rins from even
madder riders..... $34.95 40 mins

BIKE GP 500, REVIEWS

Highly collectable officials FIM reviews

from Dorna Jump-start your senses and let
L4 YU eyes pop out on stalks as you enjoy
these season reviews featuring the very
best of the action filmed trackside, in the
air and on the bikes!

ort
oS

WORLD
SUPERBIKE °98

In 3 full-on hours the fast and furious
52¢] % action in this official review with home
UPERN hero Foggy, Corser, Edwards and Slight,

Woms cnmeowsiiig o he rest of fhe gun? will leave you

pop eyed and gasping for more!
== Featuring in-depth interviews with the fop
s contenders. $39.95 180 mins
A\\ 3 World Superbike 97
o $39.95 180 mins

World 96
$39.95 180 mins
World 95
$34.95 180 mins
‘94 World i
$34.95 167 mins $34.95 99 mins

CHAMPIONS

Each programme represents a thoroughl
researched, action-packed video biogmprly, in
0““ which some of the greatest names in racing
““;K“L..W history are profiled. Relive all their greatest
victories through nostalgic, ongmnlillm
footage, some of it even gleaned from the
subject’s own personal film archives:
explore the ups and downs of their careers:
sl and discover foscinating sides to their
,.,J personalities through intimate interviews
rreaeno with them and their friends, fomilies, and
L contemporaries. Whether your interests lie
in two or fourwheeling motorsport,
Duke's champions are highly collectable and deserving of a prominent
plate in the video library of any enthusiast.

FOAMPS &

Champions

(J Mick Doohan ...

(J Kenny Roberts.

2 Joey Dunlop

3 Geoff Duke

A Glacomo Agostini

[J Mike Hailwood .

(J European Stunt Riding

2 Whithams Wicked 750’s

"\ Bike GP 500 Review '98 Mick Doohan Geoff Duke
- $34.95 180 mins $29.95 65 mins $44.95 69 mins
Bike GP Review 97 Kenny Roberts Glacomo Agostini
2 $34.95 180 mins $44.95 69 mins $44.95 75 mins
«E3 Bike GP Review '96 Barry Sheene Mike Hailwood
$34.95 180 mins $44.95 95 mins $44.95 60 mins
Bike GP Review '95 Joey Dunlop
$34.95 180 mins $44.95 80 mins

010 LT e ——— (including $5.00 postage & handling)
(NOTE: FREE postage and handling on orders over $80.00)

Nome: ....oooovvvenneen
AOOOSSccccocvsamasanmmsmssin
Suburb:
Phone:

I'enclose: (1 Cheque (3 Money Order (3 Credit card details
(Cheques and money orders are payable to Motorsport Video)

COD welcome

Or please debit me by:
(3 Bankcard (2 Mastercard 3 Visa

Cardholder’s Nome: .................

Card Number:

Signature: .. ... Expiry Date: ................

Send to: MotovsportVudeosReplyPaldBPOBox?OCAMDEN NSW 2570
Fax: 1800 115 114 Ph: 1800 815 834 e-mail: mail@motorsport.net.au

Contact us for your FREE Motorsport catalogue
Check out our home page on www.motorsport.net.au
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ELEVEN YEARS OF
SUPERACTION...

The official world championship for the Superbike class kicked
off on April 3, 1988 with the opening round of that year’s inau-
gural series at Britain’s Donington Park circuit. Since then we've
had eleven years of exciting four-stroke racing on street-based
motorcycles. Here follows the Superbike Roll of Honour...

1988: FLYING FRED

I Fred Merkel (USA), Hon, 99pts; 2 Fabrizio
Pirovano (l), Yam, 93.5; 3 Davide Tardozzi (l),
Bimota, 91.5; 4 Stephane Mertens (B), Bimota,
90.5; 5 Marco Lucchinelli (I), Duc, 63; 6 Alex
Vieira (F), Hon,42;7 Rob Phillis (Aus), Kaw, 42;
8 Gary Goodfellow (Can), Suz, 39.5;9 Malcolm
Campbell (Aus), Hon, 33.5; 10 Terry Rymer
(GB), Hon, 32.5; I | Roger Burnett (GB), Hon,
31.5; 12 Michael Doohan (Aus), Yam, 30; 13
Joey Dunlop (Irl), Hon, 30; 14 Eric Delcamp(F),
Kaw, 29.5; 15 Christophe Bouheben (F), Hon,
28.

Right: the most successful rider in the I I-year
history of the series had his first SWC forays on a
Honda RC30 — Carl Fogarty circa 1991. Below:
Troy Corser claimed the 1996 title on home turf
at Phillip Island.

A —

.
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Above and left: American Fred Merkel won the
1988 and 1989 championships on a Honda RC30.
Right: three-times champ Fogarty’s 50 race wins
(including South Africa’s double victory three
weeks ago) have him well ahead of 1990 champ
Raymond Roche (at left, 23 wins) and 1991-92
champ Doug Polen (at right, 27 wins). Foggy’s ride
photo is from *95, but that inset (check the
hairstyle) is from 1993...

Race wins: Tardozzi 5, Doohan 3, Merkel 2,
Mertens 2, Lucchinelli 2, Goodfellow |,
Morillas (Kaw) 1.

(In the first round of the championship only
the overall result counted for championship
points. From round two points were scored
per race.The race wins list shows all race win-
ners. Round one’s overall winner was
Lucchinelli, while heat winners were Tardozzi
and Lucchinelli).

Manufacturers: | Honda 14Ipts; 2 Bimota
132.5; 3 Yamaha | 17.5; 4 Kawasaki 92; 5 Ducati
70; 6 Suzuki 58.

1989: FRED AGAIN
| Fred Merkel (USA), Hon, 272pts; 2 Stephane
Mertens (B), Hon, 266; 3 Raymond Roche (F),

Below: Peter Goddard (#37) and Rob Phillis (#11)
kept Aussie honour intact when they won a race
each at Phillip Island in 1990.

Duc, 222; 4 Fabrizio Pirovano (1), Yam, 208; 5

Anders Andersson (Swe), Yamaha, 159; 6
Giancarlo Falappa (l), Bimota, 139; 7 Terry
Rymer (GB),Yam, |34; 8 Baldassarre Monti (l),
Duc, 99; 9 Jari Suhonen (F),Yam, 90; 10 Michael
Dowson (Aus), Yam, 79; || Rob Phillis (Aus),
Kaw, 74; 12 Mike Baldwin (USA), Bim, 64; |3
Patrick Igoa (F), Kaw, 54; 14 Aaron Slight (NZ),
Kaw, 51; 15 Alex Vieira (F), Hon, 48.

Race wins: Roche 5, Mertens 4, Merkel 3,
Falappa 3, Dowson 2, Pirovano |, Rymer I,
Vieira |, Doug Polen (Suz) |, Peter Goddard
(Yam) 1.

Manufacturers: | Honda 388pts; 2 Yamaha
335; 3 Ducati 270; 4 Bimota 208; 5 Kawasaki
168; 6 Suzuki 120.




1990: DUCAT/’S FIRST

| Raymond Roche (F), Duc, 382pts; 2 Fabrizio
Pirovano (l),Yam, 325; 3 Stephane Mertens (B),
Hon, 300; 4 Rob Phillis (Aus), Kaw, 238; 5 Rob
McElnea (GB),Yam, 218; 6 Fred Merkel (USA),
Hon, 197; 7 Terry Rymer (GB), Yam, 158; 8
Baldassarre Monti (I), Hon, 149; 9 Anders
Andersson (Swe), Yam, 120; 10 Jari Suhonen
(F),Yam, 1 12; || Giancarlo Falappa (l), Duc, 94;
12 Jamie James (USA), Duc, 86; 13 Peter
Goddard (Aus),Yam, 85; 14 Malcolm Campbell
(Aus), Hon, 81; 15 Doug Chandler (USA), Kaw,
70.

Race wins: Roche 8, Pirovano 5, Mertens 3,
Merkel 3, Phillis 2, Chandler 2, Rymer |,
Falappa |, Goddard |.

Manufacturers: | Honda 417pts; 2 Ducati 404;

3 Yamaha 402; 4 Kawasaki 301; 5 Suzuki 61; 6
Bimota 4.

1991: POLEN’S BLITZ
| Doug Polen (USA), Duc, 432pts; 2 Raymond
Roche (F), Duc, 282; 3 Rob Phillis (Aus), Kaw,
267; 4 Stephane Mertens (B), Duc, 217; 5
Fabrizio Pirovano (l),Yam, 195; 6 Terry Rymer
(GB),Yam, 192; 7 Carl Fogarty (GB), Hon, 146;
8 Fred Merkel (USA), Hon, 124; 9 Giancarlo
Falappa (I), Duc, 113; 10 Davide Tardozzi (I),
Duc, 108; || Udo Mark (D), Yam, 68; |12 Jeffry
de Vries (NL), Yam, 66; |13 Aaron Slight (NZ),
Kaw, 65; 14 Kevin Magee (Aus),Yam, 63; |5 Jari
Suhonen (F),Yam, 61.

Race wins: Polen |7, Roche 4, Mertens 2,
Magee |, Pascal Picotte (Yam) I, Tom Kipp

DOMESTIC BLITZ

The Down Under contingent in this week-
end’s second round of the 1999 Superbike
World Championship at Phillip Island has a lot
to live up to, considering every Australian
round of the championship bar one (1998)
has produced an Australasian winner!

Troy Corser, Aaron Slight and Peter
Goddard, not to forget ‘half-Aussie’ Colin
Edwards, will have a lot more than just per-
sonal pride at stake when the light turns
green on Sunday.

1988: DOOHAN OFFENSIVE
In the inaugural year of the Superbike world
title in 1988, Sydney’s Oran Park hosted the
Australian round, and future world 500 cham-
pion Michael Doohan blitzed the opposition.
On his locally-built Marlboro Yamaha Dealer
Team FZR750, Doohan streeted the world’s
best to claim pole position and win both races

The best chance of an Aussie victory this .
weekend rests with Troy Corser.

et

comfortably.

1989: AUSSIES AGAIN

In 1989 Doohan had left Australia as a mem-
ber of the Rothmans Honda 500 GP team and
his place in the local Marlboro Yamaha team
was filled by Peter Goddard.

Goddard kept the Aussie flag flying in heat
one after a masterful tyre choice resulted in a
huge victory in the difficult semi-dry condi-
tions.

Goddard’s teammate Michael Dowson
ensured that it remained an all-Aussie affair by
winning heat two on his locally-developed
OWOI, after earlier qualifying on pole posi-
tion.

Rob Phillis shared the glory by taking out
the overall points win on his Kawasaki
ZXR750.

1990: GODDARD GLOWS

In 1990 the Australian round moved to Phillip
Island, and Goddard put his factory Marlboro
Yamaha OWOI on pole, and then won the
opening heat (as well as the overall day’s hon-
ours). Leg two went to Phillis on his factory
ZXR750 after a memorable race-long scrap
with Goddard and Malcolm Campbell’s
Honda.

1991: POLEN’S THE SPOILER
The dominance of the locals ended in 1991
when rampant Texan Doug Polen — chasing
his first world title — grabbed pole on his fac-
tory Ducati, throwing down the gauntlet to a
local contingent headed by Kevin Magee on a
factory-supplied Yamaha OWOI.

Magee narrowly defeated Polen to claim an
exciting opening heat, but Polen reversed the
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Above:Anthony Gobert leads Carl Fogarty, Troy
Corser and Aaron Slight out of Phillip Island’s
Honda Corner in 1995. Gobert and Corser took a
win each.

(Yam) 1.

Manufacturers: | Ducati 477pts; 2 Kawasaki
344; 3 Yamaha 336; 4 Honda 258; 5 Suzuki 30;
6 Bimota 21.

1992: DOUG DOUBLES UP

| Doug Polen (USA), Duc, 371 pts; 2 Raymond
Roche (F), Duc, 336; 3 Rob Phillis (Aus), Kaw,
289; 4 Giancarlo Falappa (I), Duc, 279; 5
Fabrizio Pirovano (l),Yam, 278; 6 Aaron Slight
(NZ), Kaw, 249; 7 Stephane Mertens (B), Duc,
182; 8 Daniel Amatriain (E), Duc, 156; 9 Carl
Fogarty (GB), Duc, 134; 10 Piergiorgio

result in leg two, and became the first over-
seas rider to win a round of the Superbike
World Championship on Australian soil.

1992: MAGEE’S DELIGHT
When soon-to-be dual Superbike world
champ Polen returned in 1992 to grab pole
again, it looked like the locals would have a
hard time maintaining their winning record.
But somebody neglected to tell Kevin Magee.
Magee (once again on a factory Yamaha
OWOI) took the first heat win, as well as
overall honours on the day.
Leg two went to 1990 world Superbike
champ, Frenchman Raymond Roche (Ducati).
The ‘score’ was Aussies 8, Invaders 2.

1994: THE GO SHOW!

After an absence from Australia in 1993, the
SWC returned to Phillip Island in 1994 — and
what a meeting it was!

With the championship in the balance,
Briton Carl Fogarty and American Scott
Russell were expected to share the wins, but
a young Australian rider had other ideas.

Honda-mounted to win the 1994 Australian
Superbike Championship, Anthony Gobert
was signed by Muzzy Kawasaki just days
before the Phillip Island event, returning the
faith by grabbing pole on the ZXR750R.

Gobert slowed in race one to let his team-
mate and defending champion Russell through
for second, which was won — along with the
1994 championship — by Carl Fogarty.
Unbridled by team orders in race two,
Gobert cleared off to win the second race in
fine style.

Score: Aussies 9, Invaders 3.

1995: CORSER AND GOBERT

Carl Fogarty ventured to the Island in '95
comfortable in the knowledge that the
Superbike World Championship was British-




HISTORY

Bontempi (1), Kaw, 125; | | Scott Russell (USA),
Kaw, 83; 12 Kevin Magee (Aus), Yam, 71; I3
Fred Merkel (USA), Yam, 65; 14 Christer
Lindholm (S), Yam, 50; |5 Adrien Morillas (F),
Yam, 46.

Race wins: Polen 9, Roche 6, Falappa 4, Phillis
2, Pirovano 2, Fogarty |, Slight 1, Magee .

Manufacturers: | Ducati 502pts; 2 Kawasaki
385; 3 Yamaha 335; 4 Honda 80; 5 Suzuki 40.

1993: GREAT SCOTT

| Scott Russell (USA), Kaw, 378.5pts; 2 Carl
Fogarty (GB), Duc, 349.5; 3 Aaron Slight (NZ),
Kaw, 316; 4 Fabrizio Pirovano (I), Yam, 290; 5
Giancarlo Falappa (l), Duc, 255; 6 Piergiorgio
Bontempi (I), Kaw, 184.5; 7 Stephane Mertens
(B), Duc, 172; 8 Terry Rymer (GB),Yam, 1 16;9
Christer Lindholm (S), Yam, 102; 10 Mauro
Lucchiari (1), Duc, 94.5; | | Fred Merkel (USA),
Yam, 91.5; 12 Juan Garriga (E), Duc, 71; 13
Brian Morrison (GB), Kaw, 66; 14 Jeffry de
Vries (NL),Yam, 64.5; |15 Andreas Meklau (A),
Duc, 63.5.

Race wins: Fogarty |1, Falappa 7, Russell 5,
Meklau, I, Slight 1, Pirovano 1.

Manufacturers: | Ducati 480pts; 2 Kawasaki
441; 3 Yamaha 343;4 Honda 60; 5 Suzuki 23.

bound for the second successive year. Hence,
all bets were off in the two heats — just the
right environment for the two Aussie young
guns, Troy Corser (Power Horse Ducati) and
Anthony Gobert (Muzzy Kawasaki).

Corser won his third race for the SWC sea-
son in the opening heat, while pole-sitter
Gobert returned after heat one tyre difficul-
ties to snare the win in the second.

Score:Aussies ||, Invaders 3.

1996: GOBERT — AGAIN!

The main discussion prior to the final round
was whether Castrol Honda’s Aaron Slight
could bridge the 26pt deficit that Aussie Troy
Corser (Power Horse Ducati) held in the
championship. Corser, with the title at stake,
rode for points, while Slight’s all-out attempt
to keep the championship alive ended in the
kitty litter at Siberia.

Meanwhile, Anthony Gobert (Muzzy
Kawasaki), free of championship considera-
tions after returning from a collarbone injury,
swept all before him in winning both heats in
spectacular style.

Score: Aussies 13, Invaders 3.

1997: KOCINSKI CLEANS UP

Phillip Island was the venue for the opening
round in 97 and for the first time since host-
ing a round of the SWC there were no
Aussies as leading contenders. It was the day
two Kiwis, Aaron Slight (Castrol Honda) and
Simon Crafar (Kawasaki Racing Team) and one
half ‘Aussie’ Colin Edwards (Yamaha SBK)
were accepted as locals.

Castrol Honda’s John Kocinski blitzed the
field in diabolical conditions in race one, while
Slight started the year as he finished, crashing
in the opening race — along with 14 others.

He turned it around in the second race to
win a thriller from Edwards and Crafar.

Score: Locals 14, Invaders 4.

Right: would you trust this man with your factory
Superbike? Ducati does, and three world titles
prove that looks can be deceiving...

1994: FOGGY’S FIRST
I Carl Fogarty (GB), Duc, 305pts; 2 Scott
Russell (USA), Kaw, 280; 3 Aaron Slight (NZ),
Hon, 277; 4 Doug Polen (USA), Hon, 158; 5
Simon Crafar (NZ), Hon, 153; 6 Andreas
Meklau (A), Duc, 148; 7 James Whitham (GB),
Duc, 126; 8 Piergiorgio Bontempi (1), Kaw, | 16;
9 Fabrizio Pirovano (I), Duc, I11; 10 Terry
Rymer (GB), Kaw, 106; || Troy Corser (Aus),
Duc 90; 12 Mauro Lucchiari (l), Duc, 79; 13
Paolo Casoli (I),Yam, 76; 14 Stephane Mertens
(B), Duc, 75; I5 Giancarlo Falappa (l), Duc, 74.
Race wins: Fogarty 10, Russell 9, Falappa |,
Whitham |, Anthony Gobert (Aus), Kaw |.
Manufacturers: | Ducati 403pts; 2 Kawasaki
346; 3 Honda 313;4 Yamaha 145; 5 Suzuki 12.

1995: CARL DOUBLES UP

| Carl Fogarty (GB), Duc, 478pts; 2 Troy
Corser (Aus), Duc, 339; 3 Aaron Slight (NZ),
Hon, 323; 4 Anthony Gobert (Aus), Kaw, 222; 5
Yasutomo Nagai (J), Yam, 188; 6 Simon Crafar
(NZ), Hon, 187; 7 Fabrizio Pirovano (l), Duc,

1998: THE WINNING STREAK ENDS

For the first time in the history of the Superbike
World Championship, an Anzac failed to win a
race at the Australian round. In the first race
Carl Fogarty (Ducati Performance) beat Troy
Corser (ADVF Ducati) home by |.040sec, while
in the second Noriyuki Haga (Yamaha SBK)
held out Aaron Slight (Castrol Honda) by just
0.07 Isec.A mere seven hundredths of a second
had seen the unbroken ‘local’ winning streak
come to an end...

Score: Locals 14, Invaders 6.

DOWN UNDER HONOUR

For 1999 Australasian hopes at this weekend’s
second round of the championship rest primar-
ily with three riders — Troy Corser (Ducati
Performance),Aaron Slight (Castrol Honda) and
Peter Goddard (Aprilia Racing De Cecco), with
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‘Aussie Col’ (Castrol Honda) waiting in the
wings should the aforementioned falter.

Many of Australia’s top domestic Superbike
riders will also contest this weekend'’s event,
and although out of contention for major places
— bearing in mind the gulf between the facto-
ry bikes and the local machines — they will cer-
tainly let the overseas visitors know they've got
a race on their hands.

Ones worth watching are the Ducati Dealer
Team pair of Craig Connell and Steve Martin on
their new 996RS machines and Shawn Giles on
the Ansett Air Freight Suzuki GSX-R750.

Is another domestic blitz of the points table
on the cards again for 1999? S3¢

Below: ‘half-Aussie’ Colin Edwards (#5) and Kiwi
Aaron Slight (#111) count as ‘locals’ this
weekend...
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178;8 Pierfrancesco Chili (I), Duc, 160;9 Mauro
Lucchiari (I), Duc, 156; 10 John Reynolds (GB),
Kaw, 155; 1'l Colin Edwards (USA),Yam, 141; 12
Piergiorgio Bontempi (1), Kaw, 138; I3 Andreas
Meklau (A), Duc, 72; 14 Jochen Schmid (D),
Kaw, 71; 15 Mike Hale (USA), Hon/Duc, 60.

Race wins: Fogarty 12, Corser 3, Gobert 2,
Slight 2, Lucchiari 2, Chili I.

Manufacturers: | Ducati 580pts; 2 Honda 365;
3 Kawasaki 345; 4 Yamaha 213; 5 Suzuki 7.

1996: TROY’S THE BOY

| Troy Corser (Aus), Duc, 369pts; 2 Aaron
Slight (NZ), Hon, 347; 3 John Kocinski (USA),
Duc, 337; 4 Carl Fogarty (GB), Hon, 331; 5
Colin Edwards (USA),Yam, 248; 6 Pierfrancesco
Chili (1), Duc, 223; 7 Simon Crafar (NZ), Kaw,
180; 8 Anthony Gobert (Aus), Kaw, 167; 9
Wataru Yoshikawa (I), Yam, 163; 10 Neil
Hodgson (GB), Duc 122; || Mike Hale (USA),
Duc, 114; 12 John Reynolds (GB), Suz, 99; I3
Kirk McCarthy (Aus), Suz, 81; 14 Paulo Casoli
(1), Duc, 70; 15 Piergiorgio Bontempi (l), Kaw,
63.

Race wins: Corser 7; Kocinski 5; Fogarty 4;
Gobert 3; Chili 2; Slight ;Yuichi Takeda (J), Hon,
I; Takuma Aoki (J), Hon, 1.

Manufacturers: | Ducati 521 pts; 2 Honda 430;
3 Yamaha 308; 4 Kawasaki 300; 5 Suzuki |156.

30

Above: Scott Russell gave Kawaski its first (and
only) championship in 1993. Left: the most race
wins by a rider who never won the championship
belong to Italian ‘wild man’ Giancarlo Falappa.
Along with Rob Phillis (below), he’s been one of
the real characters of the SWC.

1997: KOCINSKI'S CROWN
I John Kocinski (USA), Hon, 416; 2 Carl Fogarty
(UK), Duc, 358; 3 Aaron Slight (NZ), Hon, 343; 4
Akira Yanagawa (J), Kaw, 247; 5 Simon Crafar
(NZ), Kaw, 234; 6 Scott Russell (USA),Yam, 226;
7 Pierfrancesco Chili (), Duc, 209; 8 Jamie
Whitham (GB) Suz, 140; 9 Neil Hodgson (GB),
Duc, 137; 10 Piergiorgio Bontempi (1) Kaw, | 18;
|1 Mike Hale (USA), Suz, 87; 12 Colin Edwards
Il (USA),Yam, 79; 12 Noriyuki Haga (J), Yam, 72;
14 Pere Riba Cabana (E),Hon, 69; 15 Igor Jerman
(SLO), Kaw, 50.

Race wins: Kocinski 9; Fogarty 6; Slight 3; Chili
3;Yanagawa 2; Haga |.

Manufacturers: | Honda 486pts; 2 Ducati 440;
3 Kawasaki 359;4 Yamaha 301; 5 Suzuki 205.

1998: FOGGY’S HAT-TRICK
| Carl Fogarty (UK), Duc, 351.5; 2 Aaron Slight
(NZ),Hon, 347;3 Troy Corser (Aus), Duc, 328.5;
4 Pierfrancesco Chili (I), Duc, 293.5; 5 Colin
Edwards (USA), Hon, 279.5; 6 Noriyuki Haga (J),
Yam, 258; 7 Akira Yanagawa (J), Kaw, 210; 8 James
Witham (UK), Suz, 173;9 Peter Goddard (Aus),
Suz, 155; 10 Scott Russell (USA),Yam, 130.5; |1
Neil Hodgson (UK), Kaw, 124.5; 12 Gregorio
Lavilla (E), Duc, 83.5; |3 Piergiorgio Bontempi (l),
Kaw, 58; 14 Alessandro Gramigni (I), Duc, 56; |5
Igor Jerman (SLO), Kaw, 47.

Race wins: Chili 5; Slight 5; Haga 5; Fogarty 3;
Edwards 3; Corser 2; Keiichi Kitagawa (J), Suz, I.

Manufacturers: | Ducati 487.5pts; 2 Honda
416.5; 3 Yamaha 307; 4 Suzuki 252; 5 Kawasaki
251.

Right:“Sorry Robbie, no children allowed in the
pits (note the sign!).” Rob Phillis’s record was two
thirds and a fourth overall in the SWC

from 1990 to 1992.
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SUPERBIKE RACE WINNERS:

There have been 260 Superbike World
Championship races from the opening heat in
1988 right up to the final round of the 1998
championship at the Sugo circuit, Japan. Listed
below are the winningest riders and machines of
those 260 races.

Riders: Fogarty 48, Polen 27, Roche 23, Falappa
16, Kocinski 14, Russell 14, Corser 13, Slight 13,
Mertens |1, Chili |1, Pirovano 9, Merkel 8,
Gobert 6, Haga 6, Tardozzi 5, Phillis 4, Doohan 3,
Edwards 3, Yanagawa 2, Chandler 2, Dowson 2,
Goddard 2, Lucchinelli 2, Lucchiari 2, Rymer 2,
Magee 2, Whitham |, Meklau |, Goodfellow I,
Kipp I, Morillas |, Picotte |,Vieira |, Takeda |, T
Aoki |, Kitagawa |.

Manufacturers: Ducati 143, Honda 45, Kawasaki
31,Yamaha 28, Bimota 10, Suzuki 3.

Championship points for the top |5 placeget-
ters in each race in the 1999 SWC will be
scored as follows: 25,20, 16,13, 11, 10,9, 8,7, 6,
54,3,2, 1. §3¢
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GSXR600 RACE,
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CBR600 RACE,
CBR600 SLIP-ON,
KAWASAKI ZX1100
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SHORPION

ViC
BRIGHTON KAWASAKI  PHIL TAINTON RACING
East Brighton WANTIRNA SOUTH
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: ' TAS NSW SA QLD
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*wq’w Phone: (03) 9318 0644 Fax: (03) 9314 0344

weser  www.bandit.com.au
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With six factories contesting the 1999
Superbike World Championship, the battle for
supremacy is sure to be hard-fought.
Ultimately though, it will most likely be a
Ducati or Honda at the head of the points
table. Johan VVandekerckhove explains why.
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tis not a recent evolution. Last year, only

one privateer rider succeeded in keeping

up with the factory bikes. But now that

Spaniard Gregorio Lavilla is aboard a
factory Kawasaki in 1999, the top 10 at the
end of the season will surely be filled with
factory riders only. Increasing professionalism
this is called. In only || years the Superbike
World Superbike Championship has grown to
be the private battle ground for six
manufacturers.

Six factory teams will have a go at this year’s
supreme crown in the four-stroke racing
division.And even though Kawasaki and
Yamaha might grab some wins during the
season, it is generally expected that only
Honda and Ducati will keep their title chances
alive until the very last round.

It is, however, a surprise to see that Ducati
has kept its promise to field only one official
team — if you disregard the somewhat
blurred situation of ‘satellite’ rider Doriano
Romboni.

The fact that the racing budget is now under
the control of Ducati’s American owner might
be one reason for this. Another reason is the
excuse Pierfrancesco Chili gave the men at
Bologna at the end of last year, throwing his
996 in the last corner’s gravel pit at Assen,
losing at the same time his last chance to get
aboard a factory Ducati in 1999.

The result of all of this is that Carl Fogarty
and Troy Corser will be the only ‘official’
factory riders in the Ducati factory team, run
by Davide Tardozzi. Insiders foresee quite
some rivalry between the two champions...

TWO HORSE RACE?

During the pre-season, Ducati spent a lot of
time making the 996cc V-twin engine even
better. Experiments were carried out with two
(instead of three) injectors per cylinder and

2 A:‘.‘V,W*"

Above: Yamaha’s R7 is all-new for 1999, but at
the opening round in South Africa Noriyuki
Haga already had it on the pace. Right: new
recruit Vittoriano Guareschi (left) is obviously
pleased to have Haga as a teammate...

with larger valves. It is expected that these and
some other minor changes will be introduced
on the racing bikes only after a couple of
races, after they have proven their worth
during extensive testing.

Romboni is also expected to receive brand
new factory engines early in the season. Until
then, however, the Italian will have to make do
with a last year’s factory bike.

SIX FACTORY TEAMS WILL HAVE
A GO AT THIS YEAR’'S CROWN

Katsuaki Fujiwara and
Pierfrancesco Chili head up the
all-new Suzuki line-up for 1999,

now run by Francis Batta.
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At Honda, nothing much has changed.Aaron
Slight and Colin Edwards renewed their
contracts with HRC, and on the mechanical
level everything is pretty much as it was.

Honda’s V-four engine is generally considered
to be the best Superbike engine ever, with the
latest evolution producing even more
horsepower (185ps) than Mick Doohan’s
NSR500! It is this engine that will be used for
at least the beginning of the season.

Most of the pre-season chassis development
on the Honda RC45 has been carried out on
the Showa front forks.

THE OTHER JAPANESE

The real potential of the opposition is hard to
fathom. Kawasaki can once again count on the
services of Akira Yanagawa and newcomer
Gregorio Lavilla, who replaces Neil Hodgson
in the Harald Eckl-managed factory team.

The ZX-7RRs have received only minor
changes in the off-season.The 46mm ‘fat’
Ohlins front forks have been replaced by less
stiff units of 42mm to give better feel, whereas
the most striking difference on the engine side
is a decrease of torque in the 750cc in-line
powerplant.

Kawasaki is the only manufacturer still using
carburettors, with the opposition all turning to
full engine management systems with fuel
injection.

The newest bike on the grid is Yamaha's YZF-
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R7.Pre-season testing did not provide much
information as to the bike’s potential, with
Yamaha opting to do most of its testing in
private. However, Noriyuki Haga’s results at
the opening round at Kyalami three weeks ago
quickly showed the R7 is on the pace.

Haga and teammate Vittoriano Guareschi are
famous for their ‘inspired’ riding style, so
expect plenty of action from the R7 duo as
development of the new Yamaha continues
throughout the season.

CHILI-FLAYOURED SUSHI
After a number of lack-lustre seasons with the
Harris-run SBK assault, Suzuki has opted to
work with Francis Batta’s Team Alstare squad
for 1999.And the chances of seeing a Suzuki
rider on top of the rostrum have never looked
so good.

Not only can Suzuki count on the services of
former multiple Superbike race winner
Pierfrancesco Chili and former grand prix

rider Katsuaki Fujiwara, but Batta has proven
he can run one of the most professional (and
best-funded!) teams in the paddock.

Batta has also persuaded the Japanese
factory to give the team plenty of technical
freedom — both with the chassis and engine.

Incidentally, Suzuki has stopped the TLI1000R
V-twin development program (run by Batta in
1998) “for an undetermined period”.

A couple of years ago it looked as if the
Japanese would throw in their own V-twins in
order to counter the Ducati dominance, but
with the demise of the TLIOOOR program it
looks like we'll have to wait for Honda'’s new
VTR I000SP in 2000 for a Japanese V-twin to
challenge ltaly.

NEW CHALLENGER
Speaking of which, there are two Italian V-
twins contesting this year’s Superbike World
Championship.

Aprilia’s RSV 1000 is arguably the most

Left: Aprilia joins the championship chase in 1999
with its RSV1000SP and the experienced Peter
Goddard in the saddle.

beautiful machine on the grid, but as could be
expected at this early stage of the bike’s
development, the engine has proven in need of
further work to extract more horsepower.
The Aprilia engineers are,among other
things, considering a new fuel system with
three injectors per cylinder — a system which
is used by Honda and Ducati.

One striking detail of the RSV 1000 chassis is
the ability to move the engine in the frame,
thus putting more or less weight on the front
wheel, according to the circuit’s
characteristics.

This chassis adjustability is not only due to
the immense grand prix experience of the
Italian factory, but also to the contribution of
Australian rider Peter Goddard. For a number
of years Goddard ran the Suzuki race team for
the Australian distributor; and the bikes often
proved to be faster than the factory riders in
the Harris team.Witness Aussie Troy Bayliss’s
efforts at the 1997 Phillip Island round of the
championship, or Mark Willis in 1998.

As to the future of the Harris Suzuki team, it
seems that its Superbike World Championship
career is now over.There is not enough
money for a fully-fledged 1999 campaign.

Jamie Whitham, who finished eighth in the
1998 championship, had hoped to secure a
position as a reserve rider in the Alstare
Suzuki factory team, but that place has now
been filled by dual Australian Superbike
champion Marty Craggill.

START YOUR ENGINES
Traditionally, a number of former grand prix
stars have had a go at the premier four-stroke
division, the most recent high-profile rider
being John Kocinski, who won the
championship for Castrol Honda in 1997.
And there are others in the current line-up.
Let’s not forget the experienced Frankie Chili,

A NUMBER OF FORMER GP STARS HAVE HAD A
GO AT THE PREMIER FOUR-STROKE DIVISION

Doriano Romboni is the latest GP rider to move
to Superbikes. The Italian had his first ride on a
four-stroke only five weeks ago...

Lo AR S i e SR
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who held the Phillip Island 500cc GP lap
record after the inaugural Australian
Motorcycle Grand Prix back in 1989. Or
Fujiwara, or Haga, or Goddard, or 1992 world
125 grand prix champion Alessandro
Gramigni. Others with GP experience include
Jean-Pierre Jeandat and Mauro Lucchiari,and
the latest recruit, Doriano Romboni.

‘Rambo’ is another Phillip Island lap record
holder (125GP 1989),and had his first taste of
a four-stroke only two weeks before the
season opener in Kyalami on March 28. Expect
him to come on strong on his R&D Racing
Team Ducati as the season progresses.

However, it’s hard to see any of these
upsetting the battle between the factory
riders from Ducati and Honda for the 1999
championship. If | was the betting type, then
it's hard to go past Fogarty from Slight and
Corser.

Gentlemen, start your engines... 3¢
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UNGER.

Carl Fogarty may have won three

titles and more races in the
Superbike World Championship
than any other rider, but he
wants another one — real bad.
Gordon Ritchie profiles the man.

he trademark laser sharp

stare is the one constant

aspect of Carl Fogarty’s

ever-changing facial

expression. Luckily for

me, today it tops off a
wide grin instead of a sometimes fearsome
glower that awaits the unwary questioner.
The smile is there for good reason — he's
winning.

We may be snatching this interview
between sessions at Kyalami, but to Carl,
sitting atop the time sheets this early in the
season, it’s another form of winning.And, as
he says with a definite conviction,“| don’t
enjoy racing if I'm not winning. Maybe that’s
why I've been as successful as | have. I've
wanted to win more than a lot of people
have.”

And title number three last season is the
very reason why the most successful World
Superbike racer ever is coming back for a
serious stab at number four.

“I decided to come back because | won last
year.As long as I'm winning races, and capable
of winning world championships, I'll continue
racing.As I've said before, if the motivation
isn’t there to go and win anymore, I'll just
quit,” he said.

“Now I've won it again it’s like ‘Come on
then, I'm ready’. I've got the #| plate, so
they've got to come and get it off me.The
way I've been going here in South Africa
proves it. I've always been more of a racer

than a qualifier. So it’s nice to be quicker than
everyone for a change.”

Things are a little different for Carl this year
though, as he now has a teammate in 1996
world champion Troy Corser. Last season
Fogarty was a one-man show in the Ducati
Performance squad, while Corser teamed
with Pier-Francesco Chili in the factory ADVF
team.

“It doesn’t matter whether I'm in a one-
man team or a two-man team. Sometimes it
helps with development and tyre choice if
there are two of you, but | don’t care really,
you've got to beat them all anyway. Troy'll be
hard to beat this year; as will all the other
works guys.”

There is only one Superbike World
Championship record Foggy, as he is known
to his multinational legion of fans, doesn’t
hold — the highest number of career pole
positions.

“l actually joint hold it with Doug Polen, but
believe it or not, the last time | was on pole
was nearly four years ago. Japan in 1995,” he
said.

“It’s not something that | push that hard to
try to get to be honest. It’s especially difficult
for me in Superpole, where | find it so hard
to go from cold to a real fast lap in one go,
whereas someone like Troy can just get out
there and go fast straight away.”

Being generous with praise of likely
championship opponents wasn't always much
of a Fogarty trait. Can the man who once




INTERVIEW

named Vietnamese pot-bellied pigs and
cockroaches after his hated rivals really have
mellowed?

“I've definitely mellowed a little bit, but
when | get out there | want to win as badly
as ever,” he said.“| think needing to have that
confrontation was just the way | was years
ago. | wanted to win the title so much | didn’t
care who | upset and what | said about
anybody on the way.

“If | had a go at somebody it meant | had to
beat them then or else | looked bad.The only

rider, apart from Mick Doohan and John
Kocinski, who raced to win, was Scott
Russell. When | saw Russell, | thought ‘God,
he wants to win as bad as | do.’ | never saw
that in any other rider, never have done.

“We didn’t get on too well, until he took
one title then | took the next.We got a bit
older | guess.”

Fogarty has even seen a change in the
attitude of the American racefans, for whom
he was number one hate figure for years.

“The Yanks seem to love me now.About a

| WANTED TO WIN THE
TITLE SO MUCH...

BN DI

quarter of them still hate me, and three-
quarters love me! Incredible!” he said.

“I think it's because Superbike is such a big
thing out there, and | get a lot of fan mail
from America, South Africa, everywhere.
Count all the fans | have now and it’s
probably more than Barry Sheene and Kevin
Schwantz put together. At the same time
there are nearly as many who hate my guts!”

Love him or hate him, Lancashire’s favourite
son is not about to go away in a hurry.

“If | win the championship this year | can’t
see me stopping. | need to keep racing
anyway because | need the money, what with
Michaela spending it like mad on our new
house... If | can’t go out and do it anymore
and think I'm getting beaten because of me,
then I'll stop.”

No regrets so far then?

“I possibly do regret not having been given
a proper opportunity to go 500 GP racing.
I've met Michael Doohan over the winter at
presentations and so on and spent a bit of
time with him,” he said.

“I'd have liked to have raced against him,
because | would have been up there with
him.There isn’t even the slightest bit of
hesitation in my mind that | would have been
challenging him for GP race wins and titles.
Whatever | would have done, | would have
done it at the highest level.

“l just happen to have ended up here. I've
been a world champion seven times at three
different levels, so | can’t complain. | have
been lucky in some ways.”

Lucky? Maybe, but always fast and the most
fearsome competitor on the grid. Enjoy the
1999 vintage Fogarty, because as the
competition frequently discovers, he’s gone
before you know it. S3¢

Left: 1999 will mark the first time that Carl
Fogarty and Troy Corser have been teammates:
“...I don’t care really, you’ve got to beat them all

anyway.”

S

finance, immediate response.
/"LS LOAN

What you want, sooner.

YAMAHA
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Official Stockist of

/A

< SALES, NCW AND USCD & OPCN VICW SCRVICE (NTRE &2 SPARLS, II((USUIZILS (LOTHING

From pure sports to laid-back
cruising, Sunbury Yamaha has a road
bike to suit your kind of riding.
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YAMAHA

GeNUIN=

Parts & Accessories

Exhaust Technology to
enhance your R1/R6

& VA

Showroom 2, 57/59 Horne Street Sunbury 3429 Ph: 9740 6100 Fax: 9740 6122
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Michelin tyres secure

World Superbike victory

If you want proof that Michelin make the ultimate sports
performance tyres, just check the results from the 1998

World Superbike Championships.

. Carl Fogarty Ducati Performance Michelin
. Aaron Slight Castrol Honda Michelin
. Troy Corser Ducati Racing Michelin
. Pier Francesco Chili  Ducati Racing Michelin

. Colin Edwards Castrol Honda Michelin

With that sort of track record, it’s no surprise that Michelin
is also number one for road bikes. Take the lead. Contact

your local dealer for details.

"MICHELIN

As we go further, so do you.

'a

Mich12199.RVSBK'99



| Carl Fogarty
DUCATI 996

| Superbike World Champion
1994, 1995 and 1998
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SUPERMONO

Entrant Machine

ol Graeme Williams Graeme Williams MC Engineering Honda XR600 C Vic
02 Peter Crigan Yamaha TZ C Vic
I Peter Larkin Yamaha XTZ A NSW
4 Jason Boyle PRP Racing KTM LC4 A NSW
5 Cameron MacDiarmid Suzuki C Qld
7 lan Short Arthurs Seat Racing Yamaha A Vic
8 Brett Whale Whale’s Motorcycle World Ducati Supermono A Qld
I Stephen Harrison Kawasaki KR630 C Vic
12 Barry Allen Elf Racing Husqvarna TZ A Qld
14 Kate Glover Whale’s Motorcycle World Husqvarna C Qld
I5 Andrew Boardman Yamaha C Vic
17 Howard Dingey Honda NC30 C Vic
18 Tim Podt Honda NC30 C Vic
19 Sandy Di Pietro Suzuki RG C Vic
22 Darren O’Brien Arthurs Seat Racing Yamaha ASR A Vic
27 Michael Tricklebank Trick Paint & Plastic Husqvarna B "Qld
28 Dean Gungl Yamaha SZR C Vic
29 Craig Ellis Honda XR600 C Vic
31 lan Gabbedy Honda RS600 C Vic
34 John Pintarich Suzuki RGV/DR C Vic
36 Chris Macrae Team Stranglers Racing Inc Husqvarna 610 B NSW
38 Joe Borg Yamaha NSR/XT C Vic
42 Mark Carruthers Yamaha TZ/XT B ACT
43 Frank Sliz Trick Paint & Plastic Honda XR C Qld
46 Matt Olle Peter Stevens Motorcycles Suzuki C Vic
52 Andrew Ross Honda C Vic
54 Garry Arbrew Italian Motorcycle Engineering Honda |JMA/MKII B Vic
57 Rory Brennan Yamaha Heintz C NSW
59 Mark Robinson Yamaha TZ/SRX C Vic
60 Miles Vicary Yamaha XT/TZ G Vic
62 Bernie Hatton Yamaha A Qld
70 Ken Gregg Graeme Williams MC Engineering Honda RS/XL C Qld
72 Justin Bourke Yamaha TZX C Vic
73 Rob Sullivan Trick Paint & Plastic Yamaha C Qld
88 Daryl Harper Arthurs Seat Racing Yamaha ASR A Vic
97 David Bassett Husqvarna 610 B Vic
11 Greg Hayes Yamaha T} C NSW
112 Geoffry Richardson DaVanti Racing Alchemy Rotax C SA
193 Don Stafford Stafford Motorcycles Over MuZ Skorpion A Vic
Race One: 1 Race Two: 1
(B laps) 2 B laps) 2

3 3

a Pl

5 S5
Fastest Lap: Fastest Lap:
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SUPERSPORT

»
0 de

2 Andrew Pitt

5 Paul Free

6 Kevin Curtain

9 Chad Turnbull

I Craig McMartin
12 Julian Pieretti

13 Mark Sampson
14 Adam Brunskill
15 Adam Fergusson
16 Steven Cutting
17 Chris Synon

18 Michael Bevan
19 Anthony Purdue
20 Danny Kean

22 Andrew Ord

26 Daniel Stauffer
27 Matt Cooley

28 Travis Baas

30 David Carroll

31 Branden Oxford
36 Ray Clee

37 Shannon Johnson
38 Simon Goodchild
39 Rory Rock

44 Martin Gourlay
49 Andrew Coxhill
52 Kim Ashkenazi
54 Gary Cartwright
58 Theo Roussos
62 Jason Kain

66 Martin Port

69 Jared Love

72 Shane Clark

73 Nelson Pollard
76 Will Kenna

79 Simon Rattenbury
86 Cameron Donald
88 Jay Normoyle
93 David Butler

94 John Costigan
96 Adam Branch
97 Paul McMenamin
99, Scott Salter

110 Kurt Percy

129 Brett Roberts
139 Brad Glennan

Race One: 1

Team Kawasaki Australia
Team Ansett Air Freight Suzuki
Radar’s Team Yamaha

North Coast V-Twins

Mick Hone Motorcycles

Mobil Honda Racing

K&W Motorcycles

Team Advantage Honda AFAM/Dunlop

Mobil Honda Racing
Elliot Brothers Bendigo
Ord’s Motorcycles
Northvac Racing

Carroll Brothers Racing
Singleton Motorcycles

Mobil Racing

Renapur Leather Balsam
Rock Motorcycles

Kawasaki Southside
Dyno Developments
Australian Motorcycle News

Ord’s Motorcycles

Bancell Racing
Warren & Brown Lightpaths

Turramurra Cyclery
Eaglerock Sports Marketing
Salter Automotives

City Yamaha

Macarthur Investigations

0

Kawasaki ZX-6R
Suzuki GSX-R600
Yamaha YZF-Ré
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Ducati 748SPS
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Suzuki GSX-R600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Suzuki GSX-R600
Suzuki GSX-R600
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Honda CBR600
Honda CBR600
Ducati 748SPS
Honda CBR600
Yamaha YZF-Ré
Honda CBR600
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Yamaha YZF-Ré
Yamaha YZF-Ré
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Suzuki GSX-R600
Suzuki GSX-R600
Honda CBR600
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Honda CBR600
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Suzuki GSX-R600
Suzuki GSX-R600
Ducati 748 Strada
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Honda CBR600
Ducati 748SP
Yamaha YZF-Ré
Kawasaki ZX-6R
Kawasaki ZX-6R

Race Two: 1

(8 laps) 2

(8 laps)

3

a

5

Fastest Lap:

>>OP>@OTPEP>> >ONP>EB>B>D>B>>>>ENO>>>P> D>

TOP>O0O0N0OP>ONON®

NSW
Vic
NSwW
Qld
NSwW
Vic
Vic
Vic
Vic
NSW
Vic
Vic
Vic
Vic
Vic
NSw
NSW
Vic
Vic
NSW
NZ
Vic
NSW
NSwW
Qld
Vic
NSW
Qld
Vic
NSW
Vic
NZ
Vic
Vic
Vic
Tas
Vic
Vic
NSW
NSW
Vic
SA
NSwW
Qld
Vic
NSW

2

3

a

5

Fastest Lap:
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Kerker Performance
More POWER |Less noise

Exhaust Systems

The New Kerker - Ov
The New Kerker - Over 6053 ALLMUM SHELL

years of imnovation

winning perrormance,

¢ |ightweight Billet CNC
Aluminum flange

adaptors
pdce &
n fiber

lor

* Dyno developed cores for
maximum performance
and sound abso

har durabi

e Silent Sport Sound

st .

* Priced from $15,495

(*Excluding on road costs. Based on M2 Cyclone)

Call 1902 241 552

95¢ p.m. Higher Mobile/Public Phones

TEST RIDE A BUELL

AUSTRALIAN BUELL DEALERS
viC. N.S.W. W.A QLD.

www.buell.com

HARLEY CITY

Brunswick - Ph. (03) 9386 3952
PETER STEVENS MOTORCYCLES
City - Ph. (03) 9602 5833

TAS.
RICHARDS HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Launceston - Ph. (03) 6344 4524

Buel12108.AD48.17

FRASERS HOMEBUSH PTY LTD
Homebush - Ph, (02) 9764 3133
FRASERS WOOLONGONG

Fairy Meadow - Ph. (02) 4285 1400
FRASERS NEWCASTLE
Broadmeadow - Ph. (02) 4952 2666
HARLEY-DAVIDSON BLACKTOWN
Blacktown - Ph, (02) 9621 7776

FRASERS PERTH PTY LTD
Dianella - Ph. (08) 9370 5662

N.T.
DARWIN DYNACYCLE
Stuart Park - Ph. (08) 8981 7806

GOLD COAST HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Southport - Ph. (07) 5591 4822

S.A.
PETER STEVENS
Adelaide - Ph. (08) 8212 1494



APRILIA 250cc PRODUCTION

4 Jason Bell

7 Ross Cooper

8 Brent George

9 Yaniv Peleg

Il Rodney Taplin
13 J) O’Reilly

14 John Linnie

15 Ricky Fleming
16 Bill Sayers

17 Liam Magee

19 Mark Tonello

21 John Chiodo

23 Broc Parkes

24 Daniel Zoré

25 Danny Carter
26 Paul Lock

27 Jamie Stauffer
28 Chris Jordan

29 Simon McDowell
33 John Santos

35 Dean Cottier
38 Scott Charlton
39 Chris Jensen

40 Craig Coxhell
43 Philip Ryan

44 Leigh Nelson
48 Derryn Simmons
49 Peter Ribarits
51 Mark Beveridge
53 Declan McConchie
55 Pat Galvin

68 Deon Coote
69 Mat Childs

70 John Flint

71 Rodney Seaburgh
75 Glen Kelleher
77 Scott Osborne
78 Peter Wyld

8l Jason Bubb

82 Darren Besanko
93 Lachlan Elder
96 Aaron Gobert
98 Chris McKay
99 Judd Greedy
116 Dave Kelly

17 Jordan Coote
124 Kevin Higgs

126 Neil Keane

144 Adrian Schlegel
177 Tom Forster

Race One: 1

Bell Freeman Racing
La Porchetta Williamstown

Liberty/City Fuel

Team Mobiletronics

Dunlop
Scot Walker Motorcycles
Shadow Racing Team/Mick Hone Motorcycles

ABS Motorcycles
Scot Walker Motorcycles

Renapur Leather Balsam/A| Motorcycles
Peter Stevens Motorcycles

Linsley Race Eng/Broady’s Bikes
Stafford Motorcycles

Geoff’s Autospares

Ace Motorcycle Wreckers

Teknic Motorcycle Clothing
Peter Stevens Motorcycles
Bachelor Racing

Scot Walker Motorcycles

Renapur Leather Balsam

Mal McConnell’s Southcoast Suzuki
Peter Stevens Motorcycles

Musgo Racing/Flash Car Care

Mal McConnell’s Southcoast Suzuki

Race Two:

(8 laps) 2

(8 laps)

3

4

5

Fastest Lap:

Fastest Lap:
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Machine

Aprilia RS B Vic
Aprilia RS A Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV A Vic
Aprilia RS B NSW
Aprilia RS A Vic
Suzuki RGV B Vic
Aprilia RS C Vic
Suzuki RGV A Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV A Vic
Aprilia RS A NSwW
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV A Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Aprilia RS A NSW
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Aprilia RS C Vic
Suzuki RGV C ACT
Aprilia RS B Vic
Suzuki RGV A Vic
Suzuki RGV B Qld
Aprilia RS C Vic
Suzuki RGV A Vic
Suzuki RGV C NSW
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV B Vic
Aprilia RS A Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV B NSW
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV C SA
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Aprilia RS B ACT
Suzuki RGV B NSW
Suzuki RGV B Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV (o Vic
Aprilia RS B NSW
Aprilia RS B NSW
Suzuki RGV C Qld
Suzuki RGV A NSW
Suzuki RGV C Qld
Suzuki RGV c Vic
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Suzuki RGV C NSW
Suzuki RGV C Vic
Aprilia RS C Qld
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Team

SCOT WALKER

Racing Sales

& Service

Corporate racing packages for sales,

service, training and track days.

Scot Walker Motorcycles
Pty. Limited Acn 081 016 631
583 Pittwater Road

MOTORCYCLES

The Bike
Moriwaki MH8OR

Engine
Honda CR8OR, modified for
road race usage.

Single eylinder two-stroke

Power 25PS
Capacity 79cc
Dry weight  80kg
Wheelbase 1,295mm
Price $6,860

(ready to race includin
licence endorsement|

Racing a Moriwaki MHBOR is the best introduction to road racing there is. Suitable for all 14 and 15
year olds and run on shorter road racing and kart dircuits across Australia, the Moriwaki series is the
economic, fun way to get a head start in road racing — and it” heaps of fun to boot!

AGENTS - NSW

Scott Walker Motorcycles - Brookvale

Phone: (02) 9907 3916

Biker’s Motorcycles - Bathurst

Phone: (02) 6334 2244

Kart One Racing Eastern Creek Kart Track

Phone: (02) 9672 7530

TLC Motorcycles - Nowra
Phone: (02) 4422 3777

Rick Andrews Motorcycles - Gosford

Phone: (02) 4324 1800

For interstate and distributor enquiries:
NSW

Tony Hatton (02) 4659 6396

Qld

Top Rider Motorcycles (07) 5527 2388
WA

Neil Dunne (08) 9527 1101

SERIOUS FUN

Brookvale NSW 2100
Ph: +61 2 9907 3916
Fax: +61 2 9907 4916
Email: scotw@acon.com.au

RACING FUEL & LUBRICANTS

Suitable for all types of motorcycle racing.

This is the fuel supplied to Privateers & Major Race
Teams in World Super Bike Racing.

Be it Superbike, GP or MX racing.
We supply the Horse Power!

Specialised fuels. For every class of
motorcycle racing

EXP :| ELFS.
> FRA
[ .-.LN} DEST:

informati
ricants AUSt
6396

9 6468

Tel: (02) 46
! 02)'4%
" Mobile: 0417 695 082

TonH12202RV.SBK'99
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SIDECAR

21

23

24

25

34

35

41,

85

Rider

Steve Webster
Klaus Klaffenbock
Steve Abbott
Stuart Muldoon
Shane Soutar
Benny Janssen
Brian Gray

Kurt Liechti
Barry Fleury
Jorg Steinhausen
Paul Steenbergen
lan Guy

Eric Bertschi

Ray Spence
Lindsay Fagan
Murray Stronach
Dave Mclachlan
Mark O’Brien
Mark Pickett
Vince Messina

Darren Young

Race One: 1

Passenger

David James
Adolf Hanni
Jamie Biggs

Paul Woodhead
Gary Partridge
Frans GV Kessel
Steve Pointer
Daniel Locher
Jane Fleury
Frank Schmidt
Rene Steenbergen
Andy Peach

Ueli Wafler

Jon Winders
Geoff Rous

Jeff Rowe

Evelyn Schulz
Robert Crass
Shane Pickett
Alison Scoullar

Michael Moloney

Entrant

Team Steinhausen Racing
Team Hanni Racing
Grebensek Racing
Team Clark GP Honda
Shane Soutar Racing
Answers Racing Team
Grebensek Racing
Team Liechti-Locher
Team Fleury Racing
Steinhausen Racing
Answers Racing Team
TIG/Kitz Racing
Sidecar Racing Adetswil

Canberra Motor Works

Race Bred

Bob Martin Engineering

Race Two:

(7 laps) 2

(7 laps)

3

4

=

Fastest Lap:

50
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Fastest Lap:

1
2
3
4
S5

Machine

LCR Suzuki 1200

LCR HRM Honda

Windle Honda

LCR ADM Honda

LCR ADM Honda

LCR BRM Swissauto

LCR ADM R4

LCR BRM Swissauto

Nationalit

Great Britain

Austria

Great Britain

Scotland

Australia

Netherlands

Great Britain

Switzerland

LCRTFR 4 New Zealand
LCR Suzuki 1200 Germany
LCR ADM Netherlands
LCR BRM Swissauto Great Britain
LCR Suzuki 1200 Switzerland
Elf LCR Kawasaki Australia
LCR Kawasaki Australia
LCR Krauser Australia
LCR Krauser Australia
Windle Australia
LCR Kawasaki Australia
Alvin Kawasaki Australia
Kawasaki Australia




@ One piece under leather’s suit, that
eliminates T-Shirt bunching.

® Unique fabric that keeps you WARM
IN WINTER & COOL IN SUMMER

@ Provides support to elbows and
knees without restricting movement.

@ Machine washable — Keeps leathers
in top condition.

@® As used by top road and track
racers such as Troy Bayliss and
Neil Hodgson in their quest
for the British Superbike
title in the GSE Racing

Ducati Team.

Credit cards accepted
PHONE (02) 8734 0287

“171 | Iif you use or mention
ed- | 14 1) inc. postage
*) Jl) [ & handling

Sent C.0.D., or mail cheques or money orders, payable to:
KANDOO ENGINEERING PTY. LTD.,
P.0. Box 535, MOOREBANK, NSW. 1875

SUPERBIKE & GP
WORLD TOURS

1999 & 2000 ISLE OF MAN TT
DUTCH TT - ASSEN
Brit GP Donington Park
Barcelona GP at Catalunya
Triumph factory visit
Bookings open now for 2000
LIMITED NUMBERS

NZ TOURS
OWN BIKE

3 week duration

SupG12169.KLSBK'99

“do your own thing” tour
or all inclusive package tour airfares, bike shipping,
21 nights accommodation, back up vehicle, tour guide,
first shipment October after the GP December
- return after New Years Eve

SUZUKA 8 Hour
Endurance race

7 nights 4 star hotel
reserved grandstand seats
320kph Bullet train ride
Bike gear shopping
$A2965 all inclusive
Kiwis: same price flight via Auckland

all enquiries to SUPERBIKE & GP WORLD TOURS

No. B1409535M

event specialists geiclusively for motorcyclists
Phone/Fax + (61 3) 9331 0947 - Email:
DavidMilligan@accesss.net.au - P.O. Box 167, VIC 3039

all bookings thru agent:- BLUE MOON TRAVEL. (LICENSED TOUR OPERATOR
31815 ACN 060 213 381)
ANGELO VLAHEK (03) 9379 8297 at 1087 MT. ALEXANDER RD., ESSENDON, VIC. 3040.

KanE12198.kISBK'99

Now Available for 98 Models
including: ZX9R, ZX6R
Fireblade, VFR 800

Yamaba R1

TL-R

REMUS
Grand-Prix
Aluminium

REMUS
Carbon/Keviar

REMUS
Aluminium

REMUS VIPER
Carbon

Remus Sportexhaust Increases Power
and Torque with Superb Styling and
sound, meticulous manufacturing.
REMUS the perfect finish to a
perfect motorcycle.

Headers & Silencers available for most
Late Model Performance Bikes & Cruisers.

State Distributors:
Phone: 1800 073 687
Melbourne Metro:

Phone: (03) 9752 3700

New Zealand:

REM\NS

SPORTEXHAUST
Phone: 0800 REMUS 4 U (0800,736 874)
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16
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19
20
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22
23
26
33
39
40
41
55
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62
63
65
70
76
79
89
96
99

Carl Fogarty

Akira Yanagawa
Colin Edwards
Gregorio Lavilla
Pierfrancesco Chili
Peter Goddard

Troy Corser

Igor Jerman

Andy Meklau

Carlos Macias Perdomo
Lucio Perdercini
Doriano Romboni
Katsuaki Fujiwara
Vittoriano Guareschi
Jiri Mrkyvka

Jean Pierre Jeandat
Robert Ulm
Alessandro Gramigni
Giuliano Sartoni
Noriyuki Haga
Mauro Lucchiari

Aaron Slight

Craig Connell
Alistair Maxwell
Peter Archer
Kevin Curtain
Scott Webster
Shawn Giles
John Orchard
Greg Smith

Steve Martin

Race One: 1

Entrant

Ducati Performance
Kawasaki Racing Team
Castrol Honda

Kawasaki Racing Team
Suzuki Alstare Factory Squad
Aprilia Racing De Cecco
Ducati Performance

Team Kawasaki Bertocchi
Remus Racing Austria

Capill France Racing

Team Pedercini

R&D Racing Team

Suzuki Alstare Factory Squad
Yamaha WSBK Team

JM SBK Team

White Endurance

Team Kawasaki Bertocchi
Team Valli Moto

Team Ducati NCR

Yamaha WSBK Team

Gattolone Racing Team

Machine

Ducati 996
Kawasaki ZX-7RR
Honda RC45
Kawasaki ZX-7RR
Suzuki GSX-R750
Aprilia RSV1000
Ducati 996
Kawasaki ZX-7RR
Ducati 996

Ducati 996

Ducati 996

Ducati 996

Suzuki GSX-R750
Yamaha YZF-R7
Ducati 996
Honda RC45
Kawasaki ZX-7RR
Yamaha YZF-R7
Ducati 996
Yamaha YZF-R7
Yamaha YZF-R7

Nationality

Great Britian
Japan

USA

Spain

Italy
Australia
Australia
Slovenia
Austria
Columbia
Italy

Italy

Japan

Italy

Czech Republic
France
Austria

Italy

Italy

Japan

Italy

SRT

Castrol Honda Honda RC45 New Zealand
Ducati Dealer Team Ducati 996 Australia
Maxwell Motorcycles Kawasaki ZX-7RR Australia
Honda VTR 1000 Australia
TBA Australia
Honda RC45 Australia
Team Ansett Air Freight Suzuki Suzuki GSX-R750 Australia
Kawasaki ZX-7RR Australia
Kawasaki ZX-7RR Australia
Ducati Dealer Team Ducati 996 Australia

Race Two: 1

(22 laps) 2

(22 laps) 2

3

A

5

'Fastest Lap:
52

3

4

S5

Fastest Lap:
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Leading the world in :
' TRUE 100% Ester Synthetic .

- & Technosynthese ‘
. Qil Technology 3100

MOTOR OIL
Chosen by riders who

know the difference... @g :

Get Serious about OEM Replacement!
Pro-Lite the overwhelming piston choice of Pro Racers
Pro-Lite... Lighter, Stronger and built to last!

(07) 3823 3833 - Toll free fax: 1 800 625 356 « www.serco.com.au |
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T el JINES

Number:
Age: 32
Country: Great B
Team: Ducati Pe
Bike: Ducati 996
Tyres: Michelin

geciall{ilys the
sl lRati Performance
999 is expect-
g. He knows
ompare

‘-“

of weekg fourth places at the Al-ring and ending the
home crowg ? pst second place behind Noriyuki Haga. Expect
at least as this his seventh overall in last year’s

the #4 plagifor |

COLIN EDWARDS

Number: 5

Age: 25

Country: United States
Team: Castrol Honda
Bike: Honda RC45
Tyres: Michelin

Colin Edwards had his first day of glory at Monza in 1998, when he blasted his Honda to a double victory
— his first-ever SWC race win(s). He'd learned the SWC ropes aboard the factory Yamaha YZF750 for a
couple of years previously. The Texan (with the Australian father!) won another race at Brands Hatch, but
also had some disappointing results, ending up fifth in the championship — some distance behind the four
riders who battled for the 1998 title. Edwards will probably win more races in 1999, but might lack the
consistency to mix it with the top riders for the whole season.

l

7 i cingTeam‘
asakilK-7RR
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PIERFRANCESCO CHILI

Number:

e World Superbike paddock. In

ountry: Aulltralia /
eam: L De Cecag /

Bike: DOOSP
Tyres:

Aprill had a strof erienced Australian for its debut season. Goddard
has flifoved in thg¥pas N rider, and those skills will be needed in 1999 as the
newfist factoryffea . geliee V-twin. There are bound to be teething problems
e ’ proved in the past that his methodical and patient
appfbach gfap RSVI000SP lacks speed at present, but with Aprilia’s
profld p e engineers are working on a solution.An end-of-
= i g i h realistic goal.

.
» -

)
—

Number:
Age:
Country:
Team:
Bike:
Tyres:

Bt year, the alway: //‘ roy Corser lost his chance for a second world
crown on t| Hst year’s champiogfia arly the most consistent rider, the Australian
looked set Ory, bt fate decided otherwiscgllfen a missed gearchange and a relatively minor accident
resulted in Wijor inifies. The 1996 world chagiffon gets another chance in 1999, and rejoins his team
manger from 199g#Davide Tardozzi. But noygforser will have to deal with a teammate of the calibre of
Carl Fogarty. Tegf rivalry could escalate 38lfe season progresses, but it would be surprising if even that
could disturbdfe Australian’s cool... /

DORIANO RO -" |

Number: 20

Age: 30

Country: Italy

Team: R&D Racing Team
Bike: Ducati 996

Tyres: Michelin

‘Rambo’ lines up for his first season of four-stroke racing after 10 years of grand prix experience.A
winner in both 125¢cc and 250cc categories, Romboni raced for the MuZ factory last year on the
SwissAuto-engined V-four, but injury ruled him out for most of the season. Prior to that he spent two
years as the development rider for Aprilia’s 500 V-twin, frequently qualifying the bike on the front row of
the grid. He was the first non-factory rider home in both races at the opening round at Kyalami (9th both
times), no mean feat given that his first taste of a four-stroke was just two weeks beforehand. Expect
some strong performances on the tracks he knows well when the championship heads to Europe.
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taly
Yamaha WSBK
Yamaha YZE

d@fiperbike category one Ianne oriano Guareschi will have his
7, with a completely new bi Z d most aggressive teammates
e spectacular and likeable Itali - fp runners in the Supersport World
last couple of seasons on his Belga 600 Thu t and now fills the vacant spot left

ussell in the Yamaha Superbike team. Disappointing | d |3th placings at South Africa’s
ing curve Guareschi is on wit the new fuel-injected ;Z

ountry:
Pam:
ike:
Yals:
i ‘requgstediiga AIstare enrol Fujiwara in the factory Superbike squad for 1999
gsid@franki [ De it won Sl such a difficult demand to complky with.The Japanese is an
P01y teams, as hidilirand prix career was cut short after a crash (very) early last
$00. However, eightilland fifth in the 1997 SWC round at Sugo prove his
hing third @lerall e) in the All-Japan Superbike Championship. Fujiwara also
ourf@s W20-year-old, although he’ll have to battle unfamiliarity with

Yamaha WSBK Team
Yamaha YZF-R7
Michelin

g scored three victories in the first four races of the 1998 season, spectacular newcomer

aga had grand prix team managers queuing up in front of his camper in the first half of the

the season wore on, the results got less consistent, with a number of lows and a couple more
i#.World Superbike spectators will be happy to see the Japanese again in the series, giving the long-
d YZF-R7 its debut. No one rides a Superbike more spectacularly than Haga, and his results at
Kyalami show that the R7 is already on the pace of the front-runners. A winner of race two at Phillip
Island last year, he obviously knows his way around the Australian circuit...

AARON SLIGHT

Number: 11

Age: 33

Country: New Zealand
Team: Castrol Honda
Bike: Honda RC45
Tyres: Michelin

Again Aaron Slight just missed the world title in 1998. One of the strongest title contenders until the end
of the season, the Kiwi lost valuable points at the final round at Sugo, just like 12 months previously. This
year might be the year for Aaron — finally. The RC45 is generally considered to be the best Superbike out
there and nobody knows it better than the New Zealander. Slight’s also got an enviable record in the
Superbike World Championship, never finishing outside the top three in the past six seasons.
Unfortunately for Slight though, the #1 plate has eluded him on each occasion.

=
S )
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CRAIG CONNELL

Number:

62

Age: 30

Country: Australia (Qld)
Team: Ducati Dealer Team
Bike: Ducati 996RS
Tyres: Michelin

Craig Connell started racing in 1983 on a Yamaha YZ80, and hasn’t stopped winning races ever since. His
career highlights include: Australian 250 GP champion 1994 and 1995;Australian 500 Dirt Track Champion
1990; 11th place in 1995 Australian 250 Motorcycle Grand Prix (Eastern Creek) on privateer Honda;
Eastern Creek Superbike lap record holder; runner-up 1998 Australian Superbike Championship; currently
leading 1999 Australian Superbike Championship. Mounted on a brand new 996RS this weekend, Connell
will be on the most competitive non-factory bike in the field, and will be out to impress.

= = -
STEVE MARTIN ik
Number: 99
Age: 29
Country: Australia (SA)
Team: Ducati Dealer Team
Bike: Ducati 996RS
Tyres: Michelin

Steve Martin started racing on the bitumen in 1986 on a Yamaha RZ250 Production bike, although his first
competitive outing was in 1981 on a Yamaha TYI75 trials bike. Martin’s career highlights include: 1989
Australian 1000cc Production Champion; racing in the Suzuka 8-hour; winner of the 1990 Australian
Superbike Championship round at Wanneroo (WA) as a privateer; fifth place overall in the 1996 Australian
Superbike Championship as a privateer; signing with Ducati Dealer Team in May 1997; third place in the
1998 Australian Superbike Championship; current national Superbike lap record holder at Phillip Island.
Aboard a 996RS this weekend, Martin is a realistic top 10 proposition against the world’s best.

SHAWN GILES

Number: 79

Age: 28

Country: Australia (NSW)

Team: Team Ansett Air Freight Suzuki
Bike: Suzuki GSX-R750

Tyres: Dunlop

Shawn Giles started racing in 1989 on a Honda CR500 motocross ‘roadracer’. His career highlights include:
first overall 1995 Shell Superbike Series (Ducati 916); second 1992 Suzuka 200; winner 1992 and 1994
Bathurst TT; seventh and eighth at 1994 Phillip Island World Superbike round on ‘old’ 888 Ducati; first ‘local’
at 1995 Phillip Island SWC (ninth and 10th placings); winner of the 1997 Australian Supersport
Championship (CBR600); third in the 1997 Australian Superbike Championship (RC45); fifth in the 1998
Australian Superbike Championship (RC45).

= -
ALISTAIR MAXWELL gt
Number: 63
Age: 33
Country: Australia (NSW)
Team: Maxwell Motorcycles
Bike: Kawasaki ZX-7RR
Tyres: Dunlop

Alistair Maxwell, a farmer from Finley (NSW), has been Australia’s leading Superbike privateer for the past
few seasons. He started racing in 1985 on a Kawasaki KX500 motocrosser, having his first road race in July
1994 on a Kawasaki ZXR750 Superbike. Maxwell’s career highlights include: eighth overall and top priva-
teer in the 1995 Australian Superbike Championship; top privateer in 1996; winner of the Harvie Wiltshire
Trophy in 1997 and 1998; first overall at round one of the 1999 Australian Superbike Championship; cur-
rently lying second in the 1999 Australian Superbike Championship.
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KYALAMI, SOUTH AFRICA

FOGGY DRAWS
FIRST BLOOD

In the World Supers opener, King Carl swept all
before him to score a double and reach the 50
race wins milestone. It was the perfect way to
commence his Superbike World Championship
title defence in 18999. Gordon Ritchie reports.

arl Fogarty’s reputation as the

master of world Superbike racing

was underlined in emphatic fash-

ion from the green light to the
flag in both races in the series opener in Kyalami,
South Africa, held on Sunday, March 28. The
defending Superbike champion’s two victories on
the Ducati Performance V-twin 996 Corsa at the
opening round of the 1999 championship includ-
ed his 50th world Superbike success.

His celebrations were somewhat subdued,
however, after the announcement that local
Supersport wildcard rider, Brett MaclLeod
(Suzuki), had been fatally injured in the earlier
Supersport event.

Come race day no one came close to Fogarty
in-either of the two races, and the dejection of
those defeats was written all over the face of his
teammate, Troy Corser. Even after being easily the
most comfortable qualifier in the one-lap-dash
Superpole (equalling Fogarty and Doug Polen’s
record in the process), Corser and the rest of the
field were in a different race when the flag
dropped.

Both Ducati Performance riders and the
Castrol Honda RC45 pairing of Aaron Slight and
Colin Edwards had been virtually unstoppable in
pre-season testing, and the format continued at
round one of the |3-round title.

Only Alstare Suzuki’s Pier-Francesco Chili pen-
etrated the Ducati/Honda defences in practice
— the ltalian clearly coming to terms with the
differences between the Ducati V-twin he rode
last season and the in-line four-cylinder of the
Suzuki. And only Yamaha’s WSBK rider Noriyuki
Haga could repeat this feat in a race, with a hard-
fought fourth in the first race. It was so hard-
fought that Haga crashed the all-new Yamaha R7
while attacking Slight in typically abandoned style
in race two.

QUALIFYING
Even after the first practice, the Ducatis and
Hondas were consistently in the top five places,

Right: Carl Fogarty — two wins from two starts in
South Africa to commence his 1999 title defence.
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 ROUND ONE

with Haga and Chili joining in on the odd occa-
sion.

The few, but significant, changes over the 1998
Ducatis include narrower 42mm Ohlins forks
which have been chosen in a back-to-the-future
move after exhaustive back-to-back tests with
last year’s much thicker units. Other main alter-
ations are to the rear suspension and the full-
time adoption of Brembo's radial brake calipers.

The all-new fuel-injected in-line four-cylinder
Yamaha R7 made its international competition
debut in what was, by and large, a successful out-
ing. Haga placed sixth in qualifying and improved
that to a front-row position with a typically
aggressive lap in Superpole.

Former Aussie Superbike champ Peter
Goddard was also well on the pace putting
another SWC debutant, the 60-degree V-twin
Aprilia RSVI000SP, on the third row with a ninth
place in Superpole, after a top-10 finish in timed
practice.

Honda, one not to be left behind in R&D, final-
ly got the opportunity to put the RC45’s new
Showa front fork system through its paces in

Above:Troy Corser — equal second in the points
after Kyalami, but |14pts adrift of his teammate.
Right: Fogarty (#1), Corser (#11) and Haga (#41)
lead the pack in the opening race of the 1999

championship.

race conditions.

The new system features two front fork
remote reservoirs which are fitted to the works
RC45's chassis rails. Apparently they work not
only as volume-increasing reservoirs, but contain
spring-loaded pistons which move back as inter-
nal fork pressure increases.

The main benefit is that as the forks compress
under braking their ability to deal with bumps is
maintained, allowing much more fine tuning of
the effect air can have on the front forks.

Corser once again controlled Superpole,
squeezing out teammate Fogarty with a brilliant-
ly controlled ride on the final lap of the day. He
now shares the record for pole positions in the

Superbike World Championship with Fogarty
and two-times champion Doug Polen on 17.

He divulged his secret for Superpole success at
the Saturday press conference.

“You make a lot of risks for yourself in
Superpole,” he said.“One small mistake and you
might crash and end up on the fourth row. | don’t
go 100 percent during Superpole. | actually try
harder during regular qualifying than | do in
Superpole — but the time comes easier.”

Superpole itself saw the unusual sight of virtual-
ly every rider improving on their best regular
qualifying times, most notably Doriano Romboni
who threw his R&D Racing Team'’s Ducati 996
around Kyalami |.Isec faster in Superpole than
he managed in his crash-affected practice ses-
sions to end up seventh fastest.

Third on the grid was Slight, with Haga’s R7
rounding out the front row — not a bad start for
the new machine. The first of the non fuel-inject-
ed bikes competing in the SWC, the Kawasaki
ZX-7RR of Akira Yanagawa, led the second row
ahead of Edwards, Romboni and privateer
Robert Ulm (Kawasaki Bertocchi/Gerin ZX-

A

-

ZAMA 2 Natwest
M
.y
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7RR).
Of the 16 Superpole participants, only six failed
to improve on their best regular qualifying time.

RACE ONE

Fogarty's holeshot put him ahead of Corser,
Haga, Edwards and Slight into the ultra-fast
sweeper of Turn One. Romboni showed strongly
in the early stages before quickly dropping back
to his eventual ninth-place finish on lap three, fail-
ing to blot out the pain of his injured hand.

Aprilia’s introduction to the world Superbike
battle was short-lived, with Goddard crashing at
the entrance to the chicane on lap three, while
lying 10th.

The quirky nature of Kyalami makes for very
difficult passing manoeuvres,and other than a few
early skirmishes, the race itself was a procession.

Slight was a notable early improver, moving
from the fifth place to third in the space of two
laps, first overhauling his struggling teammate
Edwards, who'd injured himself during testing,and
then R7 of Haga.

The leading pack of four — Fogarty, Corser,
Slight and Haga — had gapped their pursuers by
four seconds this stage.

By lap five, of 25, Fogarty had pulled 3 small
amount on the pursuing Corser, who had, by that
time, disposed of Haga.

The front four were spread out in uncharac-
teristic fashion by lap |1, with Foggy three sec-
onds up on Corser,who was in turn a second up
on Slight, himself two seconds up on the fading
Haga.

Tyres became an issue soon after with temper-
atures in the low 30s.

With Corser toiling on his 16-inch rear, Slight
closed on the #1 | Ducati, but couldn’t make any
of his moves stick.

Sadly for those expecting the usual paint-work
molestation and elbow barging, the most
enthralling spectacle from first to ninth places
from then on was watching Fogarty control the
gap ahead of Corser as he conserved his tyres to
finish five seconds ahead for victory number 49.

There was a degree of greater tension at the
back of the field, with Ducati riders Lucio
Pedercini and Carlos Macias crashing on lap 16.
Chili, who had taken his injected Suzuki Alstare
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Above: Haga (#41) is the meat in a Castrol Honda
dwich... Right:...before di k and h Championshi : 194
e R oo oLl Superiike World B IERYNNRE, S0l Arka, March 28, 1909

SUPERPOLE GRID: 10 KFujiwara  Suz 1:44.102  +31.415
. . I T Corser, Duc, 1:42.943,2 C Fogarty, Duc, 1:43.238,3A ] R Ulm Kaw 1:44.385 +46.765
GSX-R to third on the grid before Superpole,and g 143578 4N HagaYam, 143388, 5AYoragaos, 12~ LPedercnl Duc 145418 +52.1%2
I4th after with a near crash, cost himself any  yaw, 1:43.398,6 C Edwards, Hon, 1:43.953,7 D Romboni, 13V Guareschi Yam 1:45282  +1:03311
chance of a podium finish, and the best he could Duc, 1:44.050,8 R Ulm, Kaw, |:44.418,9 P Goddard,Apr; 14 Llsaacs Duc 1:48.038  +1:22.799
do was to finish seventh. The Kawasaki ZX-7RR 1:44.628, 10 K Fujiwara,Suz, 1:44.712, | | G Lavilla, Kaw, :2 Heml’an an :::;.gg +::ig.1§3
boys, Yanagawa and Gregorio Lavilla, partiall 1:45.096, 12 A Meklau, Duc, 1:45.568, |3 L Pedercini, Duc, jeandat - Fion ik +1:43
oercameaga o e bl g d Y 145586, 14 P Chii,Suz, 1:45.931, 15V GuareschiYam, 17~ AGramigni Yam I47.151  +1lap
tyre, suspension problems and a : ot : DNF AMeklau  Duc 1:46.126  +1 lap
N . 1:46.606, |6 A Gramigni,Yam, |1:46.853.
degree of power disadvantage to take sixth and DNF W Karban  Suz 1:50.645  +3 laps
eighth, respectively. RACE ONE: 25 LAPS DNF N Haga Yam 1:44.071 +11 laps
: Pos Rider Bike Qual time Racetime DNF G Sartoni Duc 1:52.697 +18 laps
TW | CFogarty Duc 1:43453  43:35.637 DNF  JMrkyvka  Duc 1:50496  +19 laps
RACE o 2+ T cféer Duc 1:43255  +5257 DNF  C Macias Duc 1:51.564  +25laps
The much-delayed start to race two, a result of 3 ASlight Hon 1143263  +9.779 Race 2 fastest lap and new lap record: C Fogarty,
Macleod’s fatal accident, saw a different machine 4  NHag Yam 1:44.071 +13.181 1:43.477,0n lap 5.
enter Turn One in the lead. Slight led the pack for 5  CEdwards Hon 1143835  +14.535
dié fise fow o with Cghrser - dF;: 6 AYanagawa Kaw 1144246  +16.547 POINTS STANDINGS (AFTER | OF 13 ROUNDS):
€ AESCAEW: COIMEES, Wi O a ogarty 7 P Chili Suz 1:43330  +32.857 Pos Rider RaceOne RaceTwo Total
close behind. o 8 Glwila Kaw 145739  +37099 | CFogary 25 25 50
But that’s where the Kiwi's glory ended when 9  DRomboni Duc 1:45.185  +45.691 2 ASlight 16 20 36
by the end of |ap one, Fogarty blitzed past both 10 R Ulm Kaw 1:44.385 +54.185 3 T Corser 20 16 36
' rrain rivale . . Il KFujwara  Suz 1:44.102  +54.424 4  CEdwards I 13 24
his main rivals — effectively ending the raceasa ;PR o 145282 +1:09.588 5 AYamagawa 10 " 2
contest. . I3 AMeklau  Duc 1:46.126  +1:09.938 6 G lavila 8 10 18
Romboni made a better fist of staying at the 14 Llsaacs Duc 1:48038  +1:11.106 7 PChili 9 8 17
front for longer this time around, but started IS AGramigni Yam 1:47.151  +1:26.836 8  DRomboni 7 7 14
going backwards a third of the way through the :‘7’ 'Je”'":a" ﬁ“‘" :f:;'g;g ::fig'ggg 2 Hleg L s o
25 laps. Haga was the ite, charging headlon, v = 50, e R o s "
aps. Maga opposite, &ing g I8 JMrkyvka  Duc 1:50496  +l lap Il RUm 6 5 1
for the first three laps to move from sixth to sec- 19  WKarban  Suz 1:50.645  +| lap 12 . PGoddard - 9 9
ond. Fogarty proved to be out of reach, as did the g:i 1(-: F;:demi"i guc :1‘54?-;3 +Z :3PS I3 VGuareschi 4 3 7
acias uc 51 +9 laps 14 LPedercini - 4 4
chequered flag, when he crashed on lap 14, [GRe colioy "B 52657 W22l e . 5 5
almost taking out Slight in the process. DNF P Goddard Apr 1145009  +23 laps 16 A ekt 3 : 3
Slight remained unfazed enough to keep his  Race | fastest lap and new lap record: C Edwards, 17 1 jerman 3 | |
inherited second place until the flag, despite a  1:43.800,0n lap 3. I8  AGramigni | - |

failed last-gasp move by Corser, which saw the  p1rrwo: 25 Laps

Australian almost run off the track on the final Pos Rider Bike  Qualtime Race time
turn. |  CFogarty Duc 1143453 43:41.963
Behind the leading group and the lonesome 2 ASiight Hon 143263 46,073
Ed ds. the Aprilia of Goddard d s 3 T Corser Duc 1:43.255 +7.279
S S SNGC e R RpO% 4  CEdwards Hon 1:43835  +1240l
sive showing until the dreaded overheated tyre 5  AYanagawa Kaw 1:44246  +15632 Stovt | Finkh Line
syndrome struck, dropping the black Aprilia back 6 Glavila  Kaw 1145739 +19.634 v
through the group of Yanagawa, and Lavilla to fin- , 7  PGoddard  Apr 145009 +21.521
ish th 8 P Chili Suz 1:43.330 +25.508
1sh seventh. S3¢ 9 DRomboni Duc 1:45.185  +25.660
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WHAT’S A
SUPERBIKE?

here can be no doubt that

Superbike racing is growing in

popularity right around the

world, especially with the escalat-
ing costs of 500cc grand prix racing. If you're
not on a factory bike in grand prix racing these
days then you've got no chance of running in
the leading pack.

In fact, so limited is the availability of compet-
itive machinery that 500cc GP bikes compete
only for the world championship, with many
countries now adopting the Superbike class as
their premier national championship, including
Japan.

And so it is in Australia, where Superbikes are
the premier class of motorcycle racing, and
have been since the inaugural Australian
Superbike Championship in 1989.

Superbikes can be thought of as the two-
wheeled equivalent of the hugely popular V8
Supercar category. Like the cars, Superbikes
have to be based upon road-going production
vehicles, and like V8 Supercars there is a set of
rules which aims to equalise different types of
machinery. Superbike rules allow for either
twin-cylinder machines up to 1000cc or four
(or three) cylinder machines up to 750cc, with
a minimum weight of 162kg for all.

CLASS ACT
The class of the field is the Ducati 996 Corsa.
The fuel-injected,V-twin Ducati has won seven

Above: Honda’s VFR750R (more commonly known
as the RC30) started the ‘homologation’ war in
1988 when it won the inaugural championship.
Back then it cost a whopping $14,500! Top: the
latest SWC ‘homologation special’is Yamaha’s
limited-run YZF-R7 — at $50,000.
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world championships (1990,
1991, 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996 and
1998), with the factory bikes pro-

ducing over 170ps from their
996cc twin-cylinder engines. Top
speed is over 300kmh.

Major Japanese opposition in
recent seasons has come
from Honda’s RC45, Yamaha's
1993-vintage YZF750 and

Kawasaki with the ZX-7RR.
American John Kocinski won
the championship in 1997 on a
Castrol Honda RCA45, while

American Scott Russell gave

Kawasaki its first Superbike

world crown in 1993 and

came close to a repeat in

1994.

Honda RC45 rider Aaron
Slight finished second last sea-
son and in 1996, and third in

1997, 1995 and 1994. The Kiwi

was also third in 1993 on a
Kawasaki ZXR750R.
Australian Rob Phillis finished third
on a Kawasaki behind two Ducatis in the 1992
and 1991 world championships, while Anthony
Gobert finished fourth in the 1995 world title
for the Muzzy Kawasaki team.

But although the Japanese 750cc fours pro-
duce more power than the Ducati, and have a
higher top speed on faster circuits, they don’t
drive out of the turns quite as well as the
torquey bigger capacity V-twin Ducatis.

S



HOMOLOGATION SPECIALS
A fully-developed race-kitted Superbike for a
privateer costs $80,000 upwards, whereas the
base road-going model can be bought for as
low as $15,000 for bikes such as the Suzuki
GSX-R750 and Kawasaki ZX-7R.

However, a base-model bike won't help you
win Superbike races, which is why the manu-
facturers have their ‘limited edition’ homolo-
gation specials — just like the V8 Supercars —
as well as offering race-kit parts developed by
the factory.

Honda started the ‘homologation war’ in
1988 with its purpose-built RC30, and now
we've got Ducati's 996SPS ($39,000),
Kawasaki’s ZX-7RR ($20,000), Yamaha's YZF-
R7 ($50,000), Honda’s RC45 ($35,000) and
Aprilia’s RSV 1000SP (price still to be set).

The up-spec’d 996SPS version of the Ducati
has a number of different engine and chassis
parts to the road-going $29,000 996 Strada.
Ducati also markets a complete factory-built
996cc Corsa racebike based on the 996SPS
for privateer racers for around $100,000, and

a special factory-tweaked 996RS version for
selected distributor teams such as the local
Ducati Dealer Team and its riders Craig
Connell and Steve Martin.

BOLT-ON BITS

The major expense starts once the bolt-on
race parts are added. Competitors can brace
the frame and rear swingarm, change suspen-
sion, brakes, wheels, and so on, and also mod-
ify the engine internals for more horsepower
— providing an approved fuel system (race-kit
carburettors or fuel-injection) is retained.

Some Superbikes for example run rear rims
which are a massive 6.50 inches wide, exotic
carbon-fibre bodywork, titanium exhaust sys-
tems, and Ohlins upside-down front forks at
close to $10,000 per set!

Add in items like dry-clutch conversions at
$14,000, radiator kits at $8000 and GP-spec
Brembo brakes and it can certainly get expen-
sive at the top of the field — although
nowhere near the cost of 500cc GP racing.

Performance-wise Superbike laptimes are
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similar to the V8 Supercars. A Superbike laps
Phillip Island or Eastern Creek in a time simi-
lar to aV8 Supercar, and only one to two sec-
onds slower than a purpose-built 500cc GP
bike. Not too bad for what started life as a
street motorcycle — and someting that does-
n't have four fat slicks, giant wings and aero-
dynamic packages to help hold it on the track,
or a harness to hold the rider in place!

GOOD TRAINING

There can be no dispute that the skills learned
in piloting a 170-plus horsepower, 162kg
road-based Superbike relate directly to suc-
cess in the 500cc grand prix class. In addition
to five-times world 500cc GP champion
Michael Doohan, past world 500cc champions
who have cut their teeth in the Superbike
class include 1993 champ Kevin Schwantz,
Wayne Rainey (1992, 1991 and 1990), Eddie
Lawson (1989, 1988, 1986, 1984), Wayne
Gardner (1987) and Freddie Spencer (1983
and 1985).

In other words, every 500cc world champi-
on in the past |6 years has raced in the
Superbike class at national level in either the
USA or Australia prior to stepping aboard a
grand prix 500. No wonder the talent scouts
look to the big four-strokes Stateside or
Down Under as the breeding ground for GP
stars...

There’s certainly plenty of talent which has
emerged from Superbike racing Down Under
in recent years, with every winner of the
Australian Superbike Championship going on
to achieve international success.

Past Australian Superbike champions include
Malcolm Campbell (1989 and 1990), Aaron
Slight (1991), Mat Miadin (1992), Troy Corser
(1993), Anthony Gobert (1994), Kirk
McCarthy (1995), Peter Goddard (1996) and

Left: Ducati’s $28,995 996 Strada is the base
model from which the $38,995 996SPS is derived.
A 996 Corsa racebike for SWC duties will put you
back around $100,000.
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Marty Craggill (1997 and 1998). Campbell has
recently retired from competition, but all the
others mentioned above are currently racing
internationally.

In addition, talents such as Daryl Beattie,
Kevin Magee and Troy Bayliss have also honed
their skills in Australian Superbike racing, as
did Mick Doohan.

IMPROVING THE BREED

There can be no doubt that the lessons
learned on the racetrack benefit riders on the
road, with the latest crop of sportsbikes car-
rying many of the innovations developed in
the heat of Superbike competition. It’s a case
of racing improving the breed.

You only have to look at the big-bore
sportsbikes competing in the European
Superstock Championship, or the Australian
Production Superbike class, for further proof.

For the 1999 domestic season the rules for
Australian Superbike racing have been

expanded to include these lightly-modified
big-bore production bikes, such as the Yamaha
R1, Honda CBR900RR and Kawasaki ZX-9R.
With slick tyres, race exhausts and their larg-
er-capacity engines, these ‘cost-effective’
Production Superbikes are nearly a match for

the FIM-spec Superbikes you'll see racing this
weekend. It certainly makes for some exciting
racing, as those who've attended the first
three rounds of the 1999 Shell Advance
Australian Superbike Championship have wit-
nessed. (The series heads to Phillip Island on
May 15-16 with the V8 Supercars for round
four, so mark it in your diary.)

B84

EXCITING STUFF
As for this weekend though, it’s the big boys
with their big toys who'll be putting on the
show — full factory Superbikes from Ducati,
Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha and Aprilia.
How exciting will the racing be? Think about
this — a Superbike has a power-to-weight
ratio equivalent to seven times that of the fam-
ily Commodore or Falcon, except the power
has to be transmitted to the ground via a
patch of rubber no bigger than your hand.And

SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 1999

Above:Aprilia has joined the Superbike
championship this season with its RSV1000 —
$25,000 in road form. Below: big-bore sportsbikes
have benefitted from Superbike technology —
and now run alongside the SWC in the European
Superstock Championship.

at 300kmh, what’s more. Now that’s exciting!

For a technical rundown on the contenders
for this year’s championship, turn the
page... S3¢C




g

-

ND DEVELOPMENT,

4,

&3

CX ALUMILITE

V A /RO PESEARCH A

embdo

-
b

@

. AUSTRALI /5 RS
; 9 ., Tel. (03) 2602 4400 Fax (03) 9600 7749 www. ausit. com au

EUROBIKE WHOLESALE NEW’ZEALAND (2 oA
Tel. (06):758 6798 Pax (08) 788 5879 s s, Lo,




SPECIFICATIONS

DUCATI 996
Engine ope.... Watercooled DOHC, 90°V-twin four-stroke
= f

THE DEFENDING TITLE HOLDER

with rising-rate linkage and single Ohlins shock
Front/rear Wheels.......mrmmmmssmsssssss .....Marchesini rims
3.50 x 17 front,5.75 x 17 rear

120/61-17 front, 180/67-17 rear
Fropt brale. e < TWiN 320mm Brembo stainless-
steel discs with four-piston Brembo mhpers
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SPECIFICATIONS
HONDA RC45
Engine type.....Water-cooled, DOHC, 90-degree V-four four-
stroke with offset gear camshaft drive

and four valves per cylinder

Bore x stroke 72mm x 46mm
Ignition Nippondenso digital electronic CDI

IR WORLD'S BEST SUPERBIKE?

fuel-injection with four 46mm throttle bodies
and two injectors per cylinder
Push

Starting system
Lubrication system Wet sump
Gearbox type ... ..Six-speed with HRC power-shifter
Primary drive Gear
Cluth e ....Nline-plate oil-bath sprag-type
(with back-torque limiter)
Final drive Chain
Frame type........... Extruded aluminium twin-spar frame with
cast-alloy steering-head and swingarm pivot
Rake. 24°
Trail 102mm
Wheelbase 1390mm

Front suspension.......Showa 47mm inverted telescopic forks
Rear suspension ...Cast aluminium two-sided swingarm with
rising-rate linkage e

and single Showa shock
Front/rear wheels. Marchesini rims
3.50 x 17 front, 6.00 x 17 rear
Front/rear tyres.......... Michelin radial slicks, 120/60-17 front,
180/67-17 rear
Front brake .. Twin 320mm Brembo stainless discs with four-

piston Brembo calipers

Rear brake..............Single 196mm HRC stainless-steel disc
with two-piston HRC caliper

Weight l62kg

Maximum power-.........Over 184ps at 15,000rpm (gearbox)
Maximum speed 306kmh (Monza, 1998)
Owned by...........Honda Racing Corporation, Saitama, Japan
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SPECIFICATIONS

YAMAHA
YZF-R7

Engine type...Water-cooled, DOHC, four-cylinder transverse
in-line four-stroke with five valves per cylinder

Bore x stroke. 72mm x 46mm
Displacement. 749cc
Compression ratio. 14.0:1
Ignition Digital electronic CDI

.Dual electronic fue! injection,
two injectors per cylinder

Starting system Push
Lubrication system Wet sump
Gearbox type. Six-speed
Primary drive Gear
Clutch Wet multi-plate
Final drive. O-ring chain
Frame type Aluminium Deltabox Il
Rake 22.8° variable
Trail 95mm
Wheelb 1400mm
Front suspension. Ohlins 43mm inverted

telescopic forks

Rear suspension ...Box-type aluminium swingarm with rising-
rate linkage and single Ohlins shock

Front/rear wheels Marchesini rims
3.50 x 17 front,6.00 x 17 rear

..Michelin radial slicks
7 front, 180/67-17 rear

Front brake.............ccocee... TWin 320mm Nissin cast-iron discs

with six-piston Nissin calipers
Rear brake...Single 245mm steel disc with two-piston caliper
Weight 162kg
Weight distribution 53/47%
Maximum pOWer...........ccww.OVEF 170ps at 14,500rpm
Maximum speed over 300kmh

Owned by.......cccrseicueuen. Yaaha Motor Company, Japan




SPECIFICATIONS

KAWASAKI
ZX-7RR

Engine type..........\Water-cooled, DOHC, in-line, four-cylinder

four-stroke with four-valves per cylinder
Bore x stroke 73mm x 44.7mm
Displacement. 749cc
Compression ratio. 147:1
o ...Digital programmable electronic CDI
Fuel system .Four x 4lmm Keihin FCR flatslide carburettors
Starting system Push
Lubrication system Wet sump
Geachoxtype........L ol L .Six-speed, with power shifter
Primary drive Gear
Clutch Multi-plate oil-bath sprag-type
Final drive. O-ring chain
Frame type Aluminium twin spar
Rake 245°
Trail 92mm
Wheelbase 1420mm

Front suspension.......42mm Ohlins inverted telescopic forks
Rear suspension ............Fabricated aluminium swingarm with
adjustable pivot, rising-rate linkage

and single Ohlins shock

Front/rear wheels. BBS rims
3.50 x 17 front,6.00 x 16.5 rear

Front/rear tyres Dunlop radial slicks,
KR106 120/75-17 front, KR133 195/55-16.5 rear

Front brake ... .. Twin 320mm Brembo discs with
four-piston Brembo calipers

Rear brake e Single 200mm Nissin steel disc with
two-piston Nissin caliper

Weight 163kg
Weight distribution 52/48%
Maximum power......Over 170ps at 14,500rpm (at gearbox)
Maxi speed 303kmh (Hockenheim)

Owned by...... Kawasaki Heavy Industries,Akashi City,japan

IAWASAKI Ik T8¢

GREEN MEANIE ASSAULT
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SPECIFICATIONS
SUZUKI
o GSX-R750
ENgINe tyPe vvcsmmssssinen Water-cooled, | 6-valve, DOHC,
transverse in-line four-cylinder four-stroke

Bore x stroke. 72mm x 46mm
Displacement. 749cc
Compression ratio 13:1
INJECTION FOR 1998 = e
Fuel system Denso fuel injection
Starting system Push
Lubrication system Wet sump
Gearbox typ Six-speed, close-ratio
Primary drive Gear
Clutch. Dry multi-plate slipper type
Final drive, O-ring chain
Frame type.oc b L gL Twin spar, aluminium frame
Rake 24°
Trail 102mm
Wheelb 1395mm
Front suspension......47mm Showa inverted telescopic forks
Rear suspension ... .;Aluminium swingarm with rising-
rate linkage and Showa shock

Front/rear wheels Marchesini rims,
3.50 x 17 front, 6.00 x 16.5 rear

Front/rear tyres Dunlop radial slicks,
KR106 120/75-17 front, KR133 195/55-16.5 rear
Frontbedle L0 Twin 320mm Brembo steel discs
ear braiee LI Single 220mm Tokico stainless disc
with two-piston Tokico caliper

Weight 162kg
Weight distribution 52/48%
Maximum power........... 158ps at 13,800rpm (at rear wheel)
Owned by Suzuki Motor Company,
Hamamatsu, Japan
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SPECIFICATIONS

APRILIA
RSV1000SP

ENgINE tYPe wocvvecvreeessscrsnnd Liquid-cooled, eight-valve, DOHC,
60° V-twin four-stroke

Bore x stroke 97mm x 67.5mm
Displacement. 998cc
Compression ratio 12:1
Ignition Electronic
Fuel syStem ... Electronic multi-point fuel injection
Starting system Push
Lubrication system Wet sump
GeArbOX LYPE..ovrsssesssssemes ....Six-speed, with power shifter
Primary drive Gear
Clutch, Multi-plate oil-bath
Final drive O-ring chain
Frame type. Aluminium twin-spar
Rake 24.5°
Trail 97mm
Wheelb: 1415mm
Front SUSPENSIoN. .......usssmsmc ..43mm Ohlins inverted
telescopic forks

Rear suspension Fabricated aluminium swingarm with
progressive, rising-rate linkage

and single Ohlins shock

Front/rear wheels Marchesini rims
3.50x 17 front, 6.00 x 16.5 rear

Front/rear tyres.......muminsal Dunlop KR 106 slick radials,
120/75-17 front, KR 133 195/55-16.5 rear

Front brake Twin 320mm Brembo discs with
four-piston Brembo calipers

Rear brake..\. il ol s ..Single 200mm steel disc with
two-piston Brembo caliper

Weight 162kg
Weight distribution 52/48%
Maximum power-................. 160ps at | 1,000rpm (at gearbox)
Maximum speed 290kmh
Owned by Aprilia, Noale, Italy
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Every Ducati owner is different...
from maintaining a classic sports bike, to a project bike,
BELT or BEVEL engine, if you want your Ducati to have
the ultimate PERFORMANCE rebuild or just brought
back to FACTORY STANDARD. VeeTwo understands -
the difference... the different engines,
ol the different people, the different expectations.

k‘ All VeeTwo Ducati parts are designed, engineered
and manufactured in Australia, tested and raced
Internationally.

VeeTwo Australia are recognised as
world leaders and innovators of

high performance and re- engmeered

" factory standard parts :
for Ducati Q
Motorcycles.

When it's Vee Two, it's bullet proof...
Nothing but the best!

We make it, we check it, we stand by it...
We're just a phone call away. q;

Q!
VE:EL‘!.‘("
\\

2 Holder Way, Malaga, 6090, Western Australia.
For all parts and engine re-build enquiries:
Phone: (08) 9248 7500 Fax: (08) 9248 7600

Internet: www.veetwo.com.au



DO YOU WANT THE ONLY UP-TO-DATE
race reports AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES
gossip FROM Grand Prix AND
Superbike, FIRST DETAILS OF ALL THE
latest models, COLUMNS FROM SOME
OF THE WORLD'S top riders,
AUSTRALIA’'S MOST INFORMATIVE bike
tests, FULL COVERAGE OF THE LOCAL

SPORTING SCENE, PLUS Fred Gassit?

DON'T GET LEFT ON THE GRID

AUSTRALIA'S WORLD CLASS Motorcycle Magazine.
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SIDECAR WORLD CUP

Spectators at Phillip

Island this weekend are
iNn for a treat when the

Sidecar World Cup

kicks off Down Under.

There's sure to be
action aplenty.

istory will be created this weekend at Phillip

Island. Not only will it mark the first time that

~ world championship sidecar racing has headed

Down Under, but it will be the first time in the

modern era of sidecar racing that large-capacity four-strokes

will go head-to-head with GP-derived two-stroke powerplants
for the world crown.

For 1999, 1200cc production-based four-strokes will mix it
with the potent four-cylinder 500cc powerplants that have
dominated world sidecar racing since the mid-'70s.

Heading the sidecar imports is multiple world champion
Steve Webster and passenger David James (LCR Suzuki 1200),
the duo proudly carrying the #| plate they won last year.
Webster is the first of the front-runners to have switched to
four-stroke power, and will have a modified Suzuki GSX-R 100
engine shoe-horned into his LCR chassis.

Bored out to 1200cc, the four-stroke engines are limited in
their allowed modifications, while the 500cc ‘prototype’ two-
stroke engines are pretty much ‘anything goes’ providing they
have no more than four cylinders, or six speeds in the gearbox.
However, the two-strokes are to be phased out,and will not be
eligible after December 31,2000.

FOUR-STROKE FUTURE

The four-stroke powerplants must be based on mass-produced
engines, with a maximum of four cylinders.The crankshaft must
remain as originally produced, but the conrods can be changed
(not titanium or carbon though!), as can the pistons, camshafts,
ignition system, clutch plates and springs, gearbox (maximum of
six speeds) and the carburettors.

However, if fuel-injection is used on the original engine then
the same system must be retained.

The cylinder-head can be ported,and balancing and lightening
is allowed.

Whereas the four-stroke outfits must weigh a minimum of
215kg, the 500cc two-strokes can weigh 200kg.

What it all adds up to is a mix of machinery that will add even
more spice to this weekends opening round of the 1999
Sidecar World Cup.

In addition to Webster, the world's top riders are making the
trip to Australia, including last year's runner-up Klaus
Klaffenbock and passenger Adolf Hanni (LCR HRM Honda),
world number three Markus Schlosser and Daniel Hauser
(LCR BRM Swissauto) and Britons Steve Abbott and Jamie
Biggs (Windle ADM Honda). All up 20 international competi-
tors are contesting this year’s Sidecar World Cup, including mul-
tiple Australian champion Shane Soutar with new passenger
Gary Partridge.

Soutar finished a commendable seventh in the 1998 world
series,and will be out to impress on his home turf.

SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 18999 25



WHAT’S AN LCR?

The outfit raced by Soutar (and most of the other
top guns) uses an LCR chassis,an abbreviation for
Louis Christen Racing after the Swiss engineer
who designed and built the first LCR chassis back
in the late '70s.

The first LCR to win a world title was in 1979
when Rolf Biland won his second (of five) world
championships, LCRs then winning all bar two
titles since and becoming synonymous with side-
car racing in the last decade. In 1998 LCRs dom-
inated the world series.

Essentially the LCR is an aluminium-mono-
coque chassis with a carbonfibre-skinned honey-
comb platform for the passenger; aka swinger.

The platform measures about 0.6m x 1.0m with
a grabrail for the left hand called the ‘lifeline’
because, as Soutar says, you never let go of it.
There is one on the right side of the platform to
be used when going through left handers and for
right handers there is a hole in the righthand side
of the fairing. Also the bottom of the fairing is
rounded if grabbing that is your preference.

RIVETING STUFF

The chassis is a rectangular box-section made
from Imm-thick, black-anodised, aircraft alumini-
um secured with about 350 rivets.

LCRs have a wheelbase of 2195mm and wheel-
track of [100mm with an overall width of
1560mm and an overall length with fibreglass
bodywork fitted of 3170mm. There’s about
65mm of ground clearance.

The LCR chassis is very versatile, the engine bay
able to accommodate any number of engine
makes and sizes.

“We work really hard to put the engine in the
right spot as moving it by just a small amount can
change the entire characteristic of the bike,’
Soutar explains.

The 500cc in-line four-cylinder two-stroke in
Soutar’s LCR was originally a Krauser design, but
since the death of Mike Krauser a few years back
the engine of choice has been ADM.This is virtu-
ally the next generation Krauser, but built by
Charles Auf Der Maur using four Honda RS125
grand prix cylinders.

Recently the rights to the engine have been sold
to Adolf Hanni, who has now renamed the pow-
erplant HRM rather than ADM.

SHANE’S SELECTION
With four-strokes set to return as the sidecars
compete on the Superbike World Championship

support program for the next three years, Soutar
is currently eyeing a Honda Super Blackbird or
the upcoming Kawasaki ZX-12 engine, while oth-
ers are looking at Yamaha's R1.

For the present though Soutar’s engine is a
water-cooled, two-stroke 500cc made up of four
Honda RS125 pistons and cylinders, bolted to the
ADM crankcase. There’s a six-speed gearbox
assembly with an ADM-machined clutch and sin-
tered bronze RG500 clutch plates.

The powerplant is situated directly behind the
rider, the engine facing backwards with the four
exhausts running forward under the rider.

The LCR monocoque doubles as a 43It fuel
tank with a rubber safety-cell, and the steering is
LCR patented with wishbone centrehub suspen-
sion and Reigler shocks.

The sidecar and front slick tyres are on |3-inch
rims (240mm and 205mm respectively), while the
rear tyre’s 14-inch rim runs a 250mm wide slick
tyre — unless it rains of course!

Al three wheels have disc brakes, all operated
by a foot pedal. It is a two-circuit system for the
three wheels — one system for the rear and side
and one for the front.

Brakes are four-piston calipers front and rear
and a two-piston caliper on the third. All pistons
are titanium to assist with heat transfer and effec-
tiveness.

There’s adjustable front-to-back bias with differ-

Above: now that’s using your head — Shane
Soutar’s new passenger Gary Partridge certainly
has a distinctive style! Below: Soutar’s LCR chassis
and ADM engine unclothed.

ential pressure, which can be altered while racing
via an adjustable lever on the left 'bar.

EXPENSIVE BUSINESS

Soutar uses a pneumatic gear-changer from Small
Coil Rewinds in Geelong (Vic), which has an on-
board compressor to keep the pressure up for
changing gears via a push-button selector on the
left handlebar.

“That has made a great improvement. It started
out as a one off, but a lot of the guys are request-
ing them because it saves time, especially at tight
tracks,” Soutar says.

The latest LCR chassis will put you back around
40,000 Swiss francs (approx $A49,000).And then
there’s the ADM powerplant to purchase
(59,000SF brand new — $A68,000), as well as
spares, etc. The escalating price of the specialist
two-stroke powerplants is one reason for the
introduction of the production-based four-stroke
engines to the category.

The end result though is around 200ps at the
rear wheel at 12,500rpm and a top speed of
290kmh. More than enough for some thrilling
action this weekend! S2¢
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40 PLUS _
Motorcycle Insurance

% An innovative Insurance ¢/ Policy designed for motorcycle riders aged 40 and over.

m Agreed value policy ®m Low premiums, low excesses
® Discounts for riders who do not use their motorcycles every day
B Discounts for riders who do not live in a metropolitan area
m Toll-free phone No. (1800 649 797) Australia-wide for all enquiries
m Protected No Claim Bonus for “not at fault” claims
m Fast, efficient claims service.

Don’t be penalised by being included in a premium
pool that caters for all ages and riding abilities

For an obligation-free quote call (toll-free)
1800 649 797

“It’s time to enjoy the benefits of age”

[CIFERITH

& | ASSOCIATES

INSURANCE BROKERS
Underwritten by Certain Underwriters at Lloyd’s
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THE BREEDING GROUND

THE SUPPORTING
CAST

The names may be unknown, but so were Mick
Doohan, Troy Corser, Peter Goddard and Aaron
Slight at one stage. This weekend's support races
could well include a future world champ...

ustralia has always produced
more than its fair share of
motorcycle champions. But in
recent years it seems the pace
has been upped substantially, so much so that
many of the major factory-supported teams
around the globe look to Australia to find their
next world champion.

Take 1998 for example, when Michael
Doohan claimed the biggest prize of all with
his victory in the World 500 Championship —
his fifth successive championship. But Doohan
isn’t the only Australian motorcycle road racer
to have grabbed glory in the "90s.

Peter Goddard, the 1996 Australian
Superbike champion, packed his bags and
headed to Europe to contest the gruelling
1997 World Endurance Championship, finish-
ing the year with the #| plate with Suzuki
teammate Doug Polen. This season the vastly-
experienced Goddard is a member of the
Aprilia factory Superbike team contesting the
world championship.

Goddard spent 1998 on the factory Suzuki
GSX-R750 Superbike in the world champi-
onship, finishing ninth overall.

Above: Bathurst 1987, and that’s Mick Doohan
(#50) and Peter Goddard (#14) honing their skills
in the 250 Proddie race. Left: recognise the
number? That’s Aaron Slight (#111) on a Yamaha
TZR250 Proddie in New Zealand in 1986 (Photo:
Bernard Carpinter).

NO SURPRISE

But this top-level performance of Australian
motorcycle racers on the world stage should
come as no surprise to regular followers of the
sport. Wollongong’s Troy Corser took on the
best Superbike riders in the world in 1996, and
in only his second season with the Promotor
Ducati team became the first Australian to win
the Superbike World Championship.

Corser had ventured to the United States to
ride a Fast by Ferracci Ducati in that country’s
national Superbike championship in 1994, and
became the first rider to win the title at his first
attempt, and the first foreign rider to walk away
with the crown.

Corser won the Australian Superbike
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Championship in 1993 on a seemingly outdated
Honda RC30, and back in 1990 had picked up
the inaugural Australian Motorcycle News 250cc
Production Series as an 18-year-old. This season
he’s back aboard a factory Ducati 996 in an
attempt to win his second Superbike World
Championship.

ANOTHER SUCCESS

Yet another Australian success story is Anthony
Gobert, winner of the 1994 Australian Superbike
Championship and this year a member of the
Vance & Hines factory-backed Ducati team in
the US Superbike Championship.

Gobert commenced his national road racing
career halfway through 1992 as a 17-year-old on
a 250cc Production machine in the Perth round
of the Shell Advance Series, and by year’s end
had been signed by Honda to ride a RC30
Superbike.

Fourth place in the 1995 Superbike World
Championship in his first international season
underlined Gobert’s ability, emphasised at the
end of 1996 when he won both races at Phillip
Island’s final round of the Superbike World
Championship.

Also competing in the US Superbike
Championship in 1999 is Mat Mladin, the 1991
Australian 250cc Production Champion and
1992 Australian Superbike Champion. Mladin
currently leads the US title-chase, and came
within 0.014sec of winning this year’s prestigious
Daytona 200.

And let’s not forget Camden’s little Aussie
Battler, Garry McCoy, winner of the 1996
Australian 125 GP at Eastern Creek. McCoy
contested the 1992 Australian 250cc Production
Championship against the likes of Gobert — his
first season on the national championship trail.
He went on to finish third, before heading to the
world 125 championship the next year, and ulti-
mately the 500GP championship.

FINE PERFORMANCES
And while we're talking of fine performances on

Below: these are the conditions that greeted the
Supersport competitors at Phillip Island four
weeks ago in round two of the national
championship. Andrew Pitt (#2) blitzed the field
on his Kawasaki ZX-6R. Below right: the Island
SBK round last year, and the Supersport field
heads off for some handlebar-banging action.
Expect more of the same this weekend.

the world racing stage, let’s not forget New
Zealander Aaron Slight, the 1991 Shell Australian
Superbike Champion. The Kiwi needs no intro-
duction to fans of World Superbike racing.

Add in the likes of Aussies Marty Craggill, Troy
Bayliss, Karl Muggeridge, Dean Thomas, Glen
Richards and Kirk McCarthy, who are all com-
peting in Europe this season, and last year's
national Supersport champ Damon Buckmaster
(who is racing in the US), and Australia can well
claim to be the breeding ground for talented
racers.

All of the above champions have one thing —
they all competed in the Shell Advance Series,
the premier road racing series in the nation.And
it’s that series which must take a lot of the cred-
it for helping mold Australia’s steady stream of
champion motorcycle racers.

At the top of the tree is the big-budget and
highly-professional Superbike class — the carrot
that attacts our young riders, with the promise
of not only a paid, professional ride but a sure-
fire path to the international stage.The acknowl-
edged career path to the Superbikes is via the
Supersport and 250cc Production roadbike-
based categories, which are both featured on the
program this weekend.
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Above: future world champ? Seventeen-year-old
Broc Parkes, a multiple Australian Dirt Track
Champion, currently leads the 1999 Australian
250cc Production Championship on his Aprilia
RS250. He’s following the ideal career path...

WINNING FORMULA

If you had to name a formula for breeding a
future star then the chances are it would read
something like this. Firstly, as a teenager (or even
younger!) our future champ would spend time
on the dirt, either motocross racing or sliding
around in dirt track competition.

Then,as a 16, 17 or 18-year-old, our soon-to-
be road racing star would take to the tar on a
250cc Production bike. The evenly matched
250cc twin-cylinder two-strokes can be bought
new for as low as $9000, and teach excellent
race-craft. With relatively little power, the
‘Proddies’ emphasise high cornering speeds and
late braking, and close racing is assured.

The good thing about the 250cc Production
class is that by virtue of its cheaper entry-level
price it allows younger financially-strapped rid-
ers to undertake the national training trek
around the six states which host the rounds of
the Shell Advance Series. It's a steep learning
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curve, but a valuable one.

Then there’s the booming Supersport catego-
ry. For around $16,000 in the Supersport cate-
gory our young rider can continue to learn, this
time by virtue of the freer tuning modifications
allowed on these ‘mini-Superbikes.

Aren’t we lucky we've got a national champi-
onship structure that allows that to happen. Just
ask world champions Wayne Gardner, Mick
Doohan, Peter Goddard and Troy Corser...

BREEDING GROUND

Since taking on national status in 1990 the
250cc Production class has bred champions
such as Troy Corser (1990), Mat Miadin (1991),
Fred Bayens (1992), Robert Baird (1993), Paul
Young: (1994), Kevin Curtain (1995), Chad
Turnbull (1996), Matthew Turner (1997) and
Anthony West (1998).

Add in other stars who commenced their
careers on the small two-strokes such as Mick
and Scott Doohan, Aaron Slight, Kevin Magee,
Anthony Gobert, Kirk McCarthy, Martin
Craggill, Garry McCoy, Craig Connell, Damon
Buckmaster and Peter Goddard and it’s easy to
see where any aspiring future champ should be
starting their road racing career.

The bikes are in effect similar to road-going
250cc GP bikes, with Suzuki’s $ $9000 RGV250
joined this season by Aprilia’s RS250 ($12,750).
Both bikes are V-twin two-strokes producing
around 60hp, and weighing close to |30kg.

Modifications are limited to replacing the orig-
inal bodywork with after-market replica fibre-
glass, fitting after-market tyres and brake pads,
and changing the carburettor jetting and final
gearing (within allowed tolerances). Engine and
suspension must remain stock.

The bikes are good for close to 210kmh in top
speed, and provide close and exciting racing as
riders strive to maintain high cornering speeds
to make up for their relative lack of horsepow-
er and the even match of the majority of bikes

Right: reigning national Supermono champ
Peter Larkin will be one to watch this
weekend on bike #1.
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in the field.

Make sure you're not buying a hamburger
when the 250 Proddies line up for their two
races this weekend — sponsored by Aprilia
Australia.

MINI SUPERBIKES

Supersport racing came of age in Australia in
1993 with the adoption of the category at
national level,and the racing since then has been
nothing short of breathtaking.

The class is for lightly-modified 600cc four-
stroke four-cylinder and 750cc four-stroke V-
twin roadbikes, with Honda’s CBR600, Yamaha'’s
YZF-R6, Suzuki’s GSX-R600 and Kawasaki's ZX-
6R all winning races.All the above run four-cylin-
der DOHC |6-valve powerplants, with a
claimed power output of around 100hp in stock
form. A new 600 goes for around $13,000 off
the dealer floor (or $26,995 for Ducati a
748SPS), but the freedom of the Supersport
rules mean that another $4000-$6000 can be
added to that for bolt-on, go-fast goodies.

The rules require for the engine to remain
stock-standard, although the exhaust can be
replaced with a race-kit item. A race-kit carbu-
rettor jet-kit can also be added, and the
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Left: Ducati’s collectable and delectable
Supermono — there’s one in the field this
weekend.

camshaft sprockets can also be slotted to opti-
mise valve timing. Gearbox dogs can be under-
cut.

Like the engine, chassis modifications are freer
than in the 250cc Production class, with
Supersport riders allowed to replace the rear
suspension unit with a higher-quality multi-
adjustable after-market item, as well as the
springs in the front suspension. Competitors
can add braided-steel brake lines, after-market
tyres (treaded), after-market brake pads and use
replica bodywork.

In a cost-saving move, the national series rules
permit only one set of tyres to be used for
Sunday’s warm-up and two races.The minimum
weight limit for all bikes in the class is 172kg.

To all intents a Supersport is a mini-Superbike.

WHAT’S A SUPERMONO?

Rounding out the support class program at this
weekend’s second round of the Superbike
World Championship is the Supermono cate-
gory.

The class is very much an anything goes for-
mula — as long as the engine used is a single-
cylinder, four-stroke — and no more than
1000cc.

Chassis choice is free, with many riders utilis-
ing frames, suspension and brakes from 250cc
GP bikes, and slotting in their own four-stroke
powerplant.

Initially, the class was dominated by souped-up
trailbike engines, such as Suzuki’s DR650 and
Honda’s XR600, housed in home-made frames.

But then some of the European manufacturers
began to take an interest in the formula, with
semi-factory bikes from the likes of BMW,KTM,
Husqvarna, MuZ and Rotax. These manufactur-
ers modified their own dirt-oriented power-
plants for road racing use, and housed them in
specialist race frames.

However, Ducati then went one better and
built its own specialist racer — which it coinci-
dentally called a Supermono!

Keep a lookout for #8 this weekend —
Queenslander Brett Whale has one of the few
Ducati Supermonos to have made it outside
Europe. His dilemma must be whether to race
it — or put it in an art gallery... 53¢
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How much

PERFORMANCE

can you handle?

® The new Champion range of high performance spark plugs and filters
developed specifically for motorcycle applications

® Unique product combination from a world
leading brand
® A universal range for every make from

moped to superbike
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Nothing performs like a Champio




Phillip Island Motor Sports Pty Ltd gratefully
acknowledge the support of their
1999 circuit sponsors

Carlton & United

AUSTRALIA'S LEADING BREWER
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Phillip Island Promotions Pty Ltd would like to thank the following for their support and assistance
with the Superbike World Championship:

Melbourne Major Events Company Country Fire Authority

Motorcycling Australia Ambulance Service Victoria
Motorcycling Victoria Dandenong Hospital

Victoria Police Warley Hospital

Bass Coast Shire Sunicrust Bakeries

VicRoads Aprilia Australia

State Emergen&y Service BMW Australia Ltd Motorcycles
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