SmUBSB

BRITISH SUPERBIKES

BRANDS HATC‘.H]
10/11 MAY 2008 |

ooy

THE FLYING LAP

HOW TO RIDE

BRANDS HATCH

V=Y, ,~. BSBSPOTTER'S GUIDE
Brands % ¥ EVERY BIKE, EVERY RIDER

MotorSport Vision Racing Lo



HONDA

The Power of Dreams

Re-igniting the spirit of

Donington Park
Friday 23rd May 2008
It’'s BSB Race Weekend.

If one bike captures the very essence of sports
Honda Fireblade. That unique and

motorcycling, it's the
intoxicating blend of low weight and agility combined with

power and total co ntrol.

As the 2008 model shows, the fire still burns as strongly
in Honda's engineers as it did in Tadao Baba when he
oversaw the Blade's launch in 1992. But that original was

no flash in the pan and, 16 years later, it's still blazing trails

as the current British and World Superbike champion.

n of all things Fireblade: a chance
to ride the Donington circuit with Ron Haslam, witness
amazing Fireblade stunt shows, enter your Blade in various
competitions and meet Fireblade riders past and present
like Phillip McCallan, Jim Moaodie, John McGuinness, Leon
Haslam, Cal Crutchlow. Steve Brogan and Guy Martin.

Bladeday2 is a celebratio

If the first Bladeday was anything to go by, Bladeday? is
going to light up Donington Park on Friday 23rd May like
never before; followed over the next three days (24th-
26th May) by the flying sparks of round four of the British

Superbike championship.
Entry is just £10 per adult on the day plus another
£10 if you want to ride your Fireblade around the

circuit. However, track s

early to avoid disappointment - gate

PLEASE NOTE: There are no credit/debit card
facilities available, so please bring cash.

For further details, visit

e fireblade

the awesom

pace is limited, so be there
s open 9.00am.

www.honda.co.ukfbladedayz

¥

il
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www.honda.co.uk
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BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP

TIMETABLE

BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP
BRANDS HATCH GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT 10/11 MAY

SATURDAY MAY 10

09.00-09.10  MRO Superteen Free Practice

09.15-09.30  MRO Triumph Triple Challenge Free Practice

09.35-09.55  MRO Superstock 1000 Qualifying

10.00-10.20  MRO 55600 Qualifying

10.25-1040  MRO Superteen Qualifying

1045-11.00  MRO Triumph Triple Challenge Qualifying

11.10-1140 2008 BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP Free Practice 1
11.50-12.15  Fuchs-Silkolene British Supersport Free Practice 1
1220-1240  Relentless British 125GP Free Practice 2

Interval

13.10 MRO Superteenrace 16 laps

13.35 MRO Dyna Pro SS600 race 18 laps

14.00 MRO Pirelli-Metzeler Superstock 1000 race 1 8 laps

14.25 MRO Triumph Triple Challenge race 1 8 laps

14.50 MRO Superteen race 2 6 laps

15.10-1540  Metzeler National Superstock 1000 Free Practice

1545-16.15 2008 BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP Free Practice 2
16.25-16.55  Metzeler National Superstock 600 Free Practice

17.00-17.25  Fuchs-Silkolene British Supersport Free Practice 2
17.30-17.50  Relentless British 125GP Free Practice 2

18.00 MRO Superteen race 3 6 laps

SUNDAY MAY 11

09.00-09.45  Pirelli Pit Walk

1000-10.20  Metzeler National Superstock 1000 Warm up

10.25-1040 2008 BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP Warm up
1045-10.55  Relentless British 125GP Warm up

11.00-11.10  Fuchs-Silkolene British Supersport Warm up

11.15-11.35  Metzeler National Superstock 600 Warm up

11.45 MRO Superteen race 46 laps

12.15 Metzeler National Superstock 1000 15 laps

13.15 2008 BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP 20 laps
14.00 Relentless British 125GP Championship 14 laps

14.30 MRO Triumph Triple Challenge race 2 10 laps

1455 MRO Pirelli-Metzeler Superstock 1000 race 2 10 laps

15.30 Fuchs-Silkolene British Supersport Championship 18 laps
16.20 2008 BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP 20 laps
17.05 Metzeler National Superstock 600 14 laps

17.40 MRO Dyna Pro $S600 race 2 10 laps

www.brandshatch.co.uk
0870950 9000




£6.00

Kentagon Bar and Restaurant
Friday 9 May

Breakfast 7am —11.30am

Lunch 12 noon —3.30pmM

Evening Meals 6pm — 9.30pm
Disco from 8pm

Saturday 10 May

Breakfast 7am — 11.30am
Lunch 12noon -3.30pm
Evening meals 6pm — 930pm
Live Band and Disco from 8pm

Sunday 11 May

Breakfast 6.30am - 11.30am
Lunch 12 noon-3.30pm
Evening Meals 6pm - 8pm

Bar open according to demand

Grand Prix Terrace

Open throughout the weekend

from 7.30 until the end of racing.
Serving all day breakfasts £5.00

2 x bacon rashers, sausage

egg, baked beans, tomatoes,
mushrooms, hash browns, toast/
fried slice plus a hot beverage.

. Fresh DeliBar
A selection of freshly prepared A firm favourite of the nation, Great British
<alads, coleslaw, cous cous, roast . Fish and Chips. Cometo the Kentagon
Mediterranean vegetables, pasta and enjoy a prime fillet of Cod inacrispy
and cold meats together with * golden beer batter, accompanied with
freshly baked Paninis & Bagettes o ~ chunky chips and mushy peas.
fill as you wish. From £2.50 BSB Spedal Offer- £6.00
Meal Deal Bulmers Cider Offer
Exclusive to this weekend, enjoy a

Your choice of Quarter Pounder,
Chicken Burger or Fillet of Fishwith
fries &aregular sized drink - £5.00
Available from Fast Lane at

paddodk Hill & Colin Chapman Way
07:30 until theend of radng

BrandsHatch .'f

P2 Great British Roast
S e and enjoy a traditional Great British
Roast at the Kentagon. Roast Turkey, Loin
of Porkand a mouth-watering rib of Beef
will be on offer together witha selection
of fresh and roasted vegatables.

£7.50

. Great British Fish & Chips

bottle of Bulmers refreshing Irish Cider at
an even lower price!
£3.00 for 568ml bottle
(usual price £3.50)

BULMERS

Friday 9 May
Breakfast 7am —11.30am
Lunch 12 noon - 3.30pm

Saturday 10 May

Breakfast 7am — 11.30am
Lunch 12 noon —3.30pM
Evening Meals 6pm — 9.30pm
Quiet Bar 10am - 11pm

sunday 11 May

Breakfast 6.30am - 11.30am
Lunch 12 noon —3.30pm

Bar open according to demand

Fastl.ane-paddodmmcuﬁaa.manm
Open throughout the weekend
from 7.30 until the end of racing.

Due to the large volume of people leaving the venue immediately after the last race, delays can e expected when
exiting the car parks. Let the rush go and take the opportunity 10 relax with a drinkin the Kentagon Bar & Restaurant,
|\_wh1ch will remain open into the evening allowing everyone to catch up with the day’s news.




CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION

thep
meeting, including th land and th
are absolved n all lia aris out of accid

of privately owned camcorders for p

only is permitted by the circuit owr

permission. Furthermore,

to confiscate and retain po: )

or films made in breach of this condition and without its
express consent in writing.

SPECTATOR NOTICES

Please do not leave litter about the grounds - take it with
you. Remember to drive with care and caution when
leaving the grounds. To safeguard both competitors

and public ANIMALS ARE NOT ADMITTED. This is most
important.

PROHIBITED AREA NOTICES

The public are not admitted to the areas where these
notices are displayed. The fences are there for protection
and any person caught trespassing or wilfully damaging
trees, fences etc., will be prosecuted by the Promoters.

ENQUIRY OFFICE

Al enquiries relating to property lost or found, children
lost or found wandering, theft from cars or other signs of
tampering, emergency messages for spectators and any
other serious problems relating to persans or property,
should be directed to the Circuit Office.

Brands Hatch Circuit
Fawkham

Longfield

Kent

DA3 8NG

Tel: 01474 872331

Circuit Operations Manager
Kirstin Brimsted
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CONTENTS

m Welcome
From Bennetts and MotorSport Vision

m Snow business

Thanks to the British weather, the teams are back at Brands Hatch earlier than expected.

This weekend will be all-action!

Team guide

Changing times

There are plenty of new aspects to this year's championship
Malcolm in the middle

Smart move

Scott Smart discusses why he loves Brands Hatch

Atsushi who?
Leon's lap
Five minutes with...

James Ellison in his comeback BSB season

New flavour
There is a new look at Airwaves Ducati

Hero worship
Supporting cast
The support race championships produce plenty of action

History lesson

Not only but also

All the riders and machines in this year's Bennetts British Superbike Championship

Privateer Malcolm Ashley is hoping is to be further up the field this year

Atsushi Watanabe is aiming to be one of the stars of BSB this year

Leon Haslam'’s guide to riding the Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit

Steve Plater is your guide to the nuances of riding a superbike on roads and racetracks

Bemsee, as it is known, has been organising motorcycle racing for decades

In addition to the BSB package, Bemsee brings a host of races to the weekend
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=

Racepages

Entry lists, championship background and the BSB spotter’s guide

~
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Brands Hatch
The full map of the circuit and its facilities
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bennetts

I'm disappointed not to be able to make it to the re-
round of the 2008 Bennetts British Superbike Champions
Hatch is one of my favourite circuits — particularly since | scored my first
ever double Superbike victory here last season = and it's great to catch up
BEopletin the Bennetts BSB paddock who ielped me in the early
my career. o ME.\" . - . 5
Fenjoying brigh ";J?ishi'r?‘e this time around. | was Iess‘{_
e the first run of the event, which as you know was
§i8'g8t to enjoy snowball fights with the new Bennetts
Mugh! My last visit 16 Brands Hatch beforé that was for the
& 2007 Bennetts British'Superbike Championship. =

J4s exciigaeing and maybe most exciting was watching
fEyoung p’?l-‘_lish amngghmugh Ty

| OOKING &t ThiS ye. am line-Ups with Leon Haslam and Cal
CPterIo 3“ q or HM Plant Henda, LLeon Camier and
WsxBerionced British contender Shakey Byrne taking up the
Sirwaves Ducati mantles and Tom Sykes moving to Rizla
Euuki | thifk the competition will be closer than ever.

o |ast visit here I've obviously been competing in
ennetts kindly gave me a cycle to celebrate my
ip victory last year and I've been using that in my
me. I'm happy with my start to the season and it's
n able to surprise a few people.
think the surp sults are always the interesting ones in racing.
For that reason, | don’t want to put my neck on the line just yet and
make a prediction for the 2008 Bennetts British Superbike Champion. |

fhifk there will be a few serious contenders, but what | will say is that I'm
iRt that we'll have a British champion this year.

Visit bennetts.co.uk

. See James Toseland’s video diaries as he competes in MotoGP
« See all the latest on the new 2008 Bennetts Babes squad

« Be in with a chance to win a replica of James’ MotoGP bike
by getting a quote in May through www.bennetts.co.uk*

*Terms and conditions apply. Visit bennetts.co.uk for more details.




come

Hard to believe the difference in the weather, isn’t
it? The memory (nightmare!) of that incredible snow
just five weeks ago seems almost surreal to me

now, but I’'m so pleased we decided to postpone, so
we can all now enjoy what is sure to be a cracking
weekend'’s racing.

appreciate the way virtually everyone has accepted the inevitable
financial hit on travel and sometimes accommodation that has
had to be incurred again this weekend - true Dunkirk spirit!

I know many of you had fruitless journeys that day and so

Of course our grids were all set before the snow arrived, which may
well make this a unique event in the history of BSB. There's sure to
be a huge amount of support for local hero Shakey Byrne, both on
pole and leading the championship on his Airwaves Ducati. On the
outside of the front row will be a fit and determined Leon Haslam
with his HM Plant Honda, who rode brilliantly to nearly pip Shakey
for a win at Oulton Park in race one, but in between it’s going to be
the walking wounded Cal Crutchlow and Karl Harris, both having
been in the wars but fighting on in true BSB spirit! | do hope Karl has
a good run - no-one deserves it more. The Rob Mac Yamaha is really
competitive and Karl is getting the best out of it.

Heading up row two, Tom Sykes really could be on for victory here,

| reckon. The Rizla Suzuki was super-competitive at Oulton Park and
Tom looked like he was going to take his first win until he was the
victim of Leon’s rather ambitious move. If you've never met Tom,

do try and say hello - brilliant bloke! Hopefully, team-mate Atsu
Watanabe can make good use of his ninth place as his confidence in
these very different UK circuits grows - you have to admire him for
just parachuting into our world from a lifetime in Japan!

Welcome to the
2008 Bennetts
British Superbike
Championship
from all at Bennetts

WELCOME

1 am delighted with the contribution our terrific new Pirelli partners
are making to close up BSB. Adam Jenkinson starring in Thruxton
qualifying, James Ellison’s stunning second and Stuart Easton’s fifth at
Oulton Park were all facilitated by equal rubber opportunities for all.
And here at Brands Hatch Simon Andrews will also be determined to
prove the point on his Lloyds British Jentin Yamaha, from seventh on
the grid.

BSB wouldn't be here at all though had it not been for the co-
operation of Mike Dommett of BMCRC, whose date this was. We all
really appreciate the help of all those in the club and are delighted

to provide a high-profile shop window for those races that we have
been able to accommodate. Do enjoy them — many of our BSB heroes
proved their talent at club level and often at Bemsee events, so go
talent-spotting!

We've worked hard to get Brands Hatch recovered from the mud and
rain of such an appalling start to the year and hope you'll all enjoy a
bumper weekend of bike racing at its best!

Jonathan Palmer
Chief Executive
MotorSport Vision

"

MotorSportVision

.
s

up in the series. How the season will end
though is still anyone's guess. | am certain
it will be as exciting and action packed as
ever.

On behalf of the whole Bennetts team,
| would like to wish all the riders and all

“Knal Sar!'lra P haci the teams the best of luck for the Brands
Bonneod DHEEOr Hatch round of the 2008 Bennetts British

Superbike Championship.

elcome to the first Brands Hatch
round of the Bennetts British
Superbike Championship from

all at Bennetts. We are back to round one
despite having already enjoyed two rounds
which is certainly a very unusual situation!

In the four years that Bennetts has been
involved with British Superbikes | don't
think we have ever had to contend with
such severe snow but there’s a first for
everything. Let's hope that the weather will
be kinder to us this time.

| personally am delighted that MSVR has
been able to organise this re-run. Although
the riders may be tired since itis only a

few days since Oulton Park, it is admirable
that the teams and the organisers have

all made such a big effort to participate in
this replacement event. | am so glad that
the fans have the opportunity to come
back and see the final racing day that they
missed out on.

We are looking forward to some great
racing and things are just beginning to hot

We are looking forward to some great
racing and things are just beginning to hot
up in the series. How the season will end
though is still anyone’s guess. | am certain
it will be as exciting and action packed as
ever.

On behalf of the whole Bennetts team,

1 would like to wish all the riders and all
the teams the best of luck for the Brands
Hatch round of the 2008 Bennetts British
Superbike Championship.

www.brandshatch.co.uk
0870 950 9000
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Shakey steals amarch

There has been drama at Thruxton and Oulton Park double victory in typical British Bank Holiday

. conditions at Oulton Park.
so far this season reports Larry Carter
The net result is that Byrne leads the

ith three wins and a second place out Just five short weeks ago, the 31 -year-old Zurich- championship by 39 points from his Airwaves

of the four races run so far this season, based Londoner was looking to chalk up his first Ducati team-mate Leon Camier, who scored his

Airwaves Ducati rider Shane ‘Shakey’ points of the year. Then, the heavens opened and first podiums for over a year at Oulton Park, with
Byrne has alrea dy grabbed the Bennetts British the opening event was snowed off. Since then, it third place being disputed by both HM Plant
Superbike Championship by the scruff of the neck certainly has been the Shakey Show with a superb Honda's Cal Crutchlow and the North West 200
going into this weekend's rescheduled meeting victory in the first race of the season at Thruxton Ducati of Michael Rutter who are justasingle
here at Brands Hatch. and then last Monday, he boxed off a superb point adrift of Camier.




BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP

Shane Byrne is in great form and leads the championship heading to Brands Hatch

Tom Sykes and Leon Haslam battle before their controversial clash James Ellison went well at Oulton Park

www.brandshatch.co.uk
0870950 9000
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Win a James Toseland replica R1 bike™ in May by visiting bennetts.co.uk to get a quote.

'BENNETTS. IT’S ALL ABOUT THE BIKE.

FROM THE UK’S bennetts.co.uk

FavouRITE | 0800 056 3843

*Based on independent online research by Consumer Intelligence in March 2008.
**Subject to Terms and Conditions, please visit bennetts.co.uk/promo for more details, this offer is available during May 2008.

egistered in England (NO' 3231094) ared Offic us House Bakewell Road, Orton Southgate, Peterborough, PE2 6YS, BISL Limited is an independent




Michael Rutter has enjoyed an encouraging start to the season

Not that we'll be expecting the former British
Supersport Champion Crutchlow to add to his
tally as he's likely to be out injured this weekend
following a crash in the second race at Oulton Park
which left him with ligament damage to his ankle.
Crutchlow, the only other rider to win a race apart
from Byrne, set pole position up in Cheshire as
the teams dodged the showers, but he couldn’t
convert that into serious points as a slip in race
one saw him slide off the Honda Fireblade before
remounting to claim sixth and then disaster struck
in race two also meaning he could be out for a
month,

Honda's misery was compounded further when
Leon Haslam was controversially excluded from
the second race after a clash with the Rizla Suzuki
of Tom Sykes. Both riders had scored well in the
opening race, with Haslam taking his first podium
of the season, as Sykes slithered back to fifthon a
rapidly drying track. Race two saw the pair, who
had inadvertently clashed at Thruxton two weeks
previously, go for the same piece of tarmac at
Hislop's on lap 10 and the result was Sykes hit the
deck as Haslam ran onto the grass, but continued
to finish fourth.

After investigation by the race stewards, it was
decreed that Haslam be excluded on the grounds
of careless riding, much to the disdain of the

HM Plant Honda crew. Haslam was less than
enamoured of the whole affair and it left the

fans split in their opinion. Some thought it was a
fair move and as such, a racing incident; others
thought it smacked of desperation and exclusion
was fair justice. Either way, it left the Derbyshire
rider 62 points adrift of the championship leader
meaning he can't afford too many more hiccups if
he's to land his first title.

Michael Rutter couldn’t reproduce his double
podium form of Thruxton and had to settle for a
best result of fourth, but the rider who surprised
many was the former BSB Privateer’s Cup
Champion James Ellison. He brought the Hydrex
Bike Animal Honda home in an amazing second
place amidst the expensive debris and such is the
competitive nature of the series, he's just 10 points
off second place in the standings.

Former Supersport Champions Michael Laverty
for Relentless TAS Suzuki and the M55 Discovery

Kawasaki of Stuart Easton has shown great
consistency so far this year and are places sixthand
seventh, just ahead of the hapless Haslam, who
heads his nemesis Sykes by just four points.

So far, 2008 has promised much but delivered
little for the jovial Yorkshireman and despite his
front running ability, he has nothing more than
that fifth place finish at best to his credit. But ‘The
Grinner'knows it's only a matter of time before the
podiums and race wins start coming his way.

In the Daily Star Cup, John Laverty has also won
three races on his Buildbase NW200 Ducati to head
the standings by 29 points of the STP MV Agusta of
Chris Burns going into this weekend's action.

So with Shakey on pole position at his favourite
track and obviously the rider on form, the pundits
are already writing the headlines but they may
want to just hang fire for a moment.

Both Gregorio Lavilla, for the same Airwaves
Ducati team back in 2006, and Ryuichi Kiyonari in
2005, won the opening four races of the season to
steal a similar march on the opposition and both
ended up losing the title so maybe the headlines
need to stay on hold just a little longer.

For the first time in British Superbike history, the starting line-up for the two

ra

nown in advance of the event, as qualifying times

snow arrived at Brands Hatch last month.

Here's how the riders line-up, though Cal Crutchlow and Dean Ellison are pos-
sible non-starters through injury sustained at Oulton Park:

j—

ViR W

Shane Byrne (Airwaves Ducati)1.25.832

Cal Crutchlow (HM Plant Honda) +0.323

Karl Harris (Rob Mac Yamaha) +0.532

Leon Haslam (HM Plant Honda) +0.720

Tom Sykes (Rizla Suzuki) +0.809

Leon Camier (Airwaves Ducati) +1.001

Simon Andrews (Jentin Racing/Lloyds British Yamaha) +1.094
Michael Rutter (North West 200 Ducati) +1.142
Atsushi Watanabe (Rizla Suzuki) +2.061

Michael Laverty (Relentless Suzuki by TAS) +2.105
Billy McConnell (MSS Discovery Kawasaki) +2.374
Stuart Easton (MSS Discovery Kawasaki) +2.412
Guy Martin (Hydrex Bike Animal Honda) +3.041
James Buckingham (Quay Garage Honda) +3.089
John Laverty (Buildbase North West 200 Ducati) +3.115
James Ellison (Hydrex Bike Animal Honda) +3.227
Scott Smart (Hawk Kawasaki) +3.260

Tristan Palmer (Tena for Men Honda) +3.264
Steve Mercer (Bob Farnham Tuning/Sondel Yamaha) +3.339
Tom Tunstall (Hardinge Ice Valley Honda) +3.548
Luke Quigley (PDM Suzuki) +3.596

Dean Ellison (Co-Ordit Yamaha) +3.669

David Johnson (Maxxis Yamaha) +3.696

Malcolm Ashley (ARP/MAR Kawasaki) +3.820
Chris Burns (STP MV Agusta) +3.895

Martin Jessopp (Riders Racing Honda) +4.457
Aaron Zanotti (Red Viper Racing Honda) +4.824
Michael Howarth (Tena for Men Honda) +5.814
Tom Clarke -

Leon Morris -

Brian MacCormack -

www.brandshatch.co.uk
0870950 9000
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After 3,209
laps at Brands Hateh,
t'll be due a service. .

That's 7500 miles by our reckoning. On the other hand, you might prefer service
intervals that are tailored to suit your usage pattern. So that's what we'll give you.
From 2007 model year onwards, every Ducati requires less maintenance, fewer
parts and you get more miles between services. That's greater reliability, more riding
time and less cost, saving you around 50%. Just don't tell the race team guys!

This image portrays a professional rider on a controllad racetrack. Never attempt any action that could be potentially hazardous 1o you or other road and track users.

DUCATI O
























































































































































































