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WELCOME TO THE
SUPERBIKE WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

A very warm welcome to all Superbike fans for the ninth round of the

2003 Superbike World Championship season here at the wonderful

Brands Hatch circuit.

We are once again delighted to be bringing the Championship to this
historic event, which is consistently the biggest of our season, and | am
pleased to say that we have seen this prestigious series grow every year.

As ever, we are pleased to present a full weekend'’s race schedule, including
the Superbike World Championship, Corona Extra Supersport World
Championship, the Superstock European Championship and Supersides.
With a global television audience of 2-billion viewers and around 1.1-million
spectators attending SBK races in 2002, the Championship continues to
enjoy unprecedented levels of interest and growth around the world.

In a significant step forward, technical regulations governing the sport will
change from this year on. From 2003, four-cylinder motor cycles with a
capacity of 1000cc will be allowed to participate in the Championship for the
first time. And from next year, all participating bikes will run at 1000cc
irrespective of the number of cylinders with a performance balance given
through the use of air restrictors.

These changes are designed not only to balance competition and
performance levels, but will also go a long way better to reflect current
market trends. The on-track show itself is also set for a boost with even
closer racing than before. -

On a related note, we are delighted to welcome Petronas as the latest
motor-cycle producer onto the world stage. They join a diverse array of
leading manufacturers that include Ducati, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Honda and
Yamaha. With official FIM homologation now in place, we are hoping to see
positive results from the new Foggy Petronas Racing team during

the season.

With a line-up of top riders all chasing the title, | am confident that the 2003
season will offer exciting racing and outstanding viewing.

Finally | would like to wish all spectators, riders, teams, sponsors and
manufacturers a memorable and successful weekend of racing.

|
=

Paolo Flammini
CEOQ, FG Sport

SB(SUEHBIE ) _ 1’7' A2 e L ’J.—j; T
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP Nzl -~ WORLDCHAMPIONSHIP
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Hodgson - Superbiker

We follow the leader on
Thursdays at 6pm and Mondays at 8.30pm
from 21 August only on men&motors,

Britain’s No.1 motoring channel. men&motors

0800 056 6006 dightal © : fast cars fast bikes extreme action

www.menandmotors.co.uk




15.00-18.00 WSBK/WSS

Technical/Sporting Checks
18.00-19.00 Superstock E.C. Technical/Sporting Checks

W SBK = Superbike World Championship

W SUPERSPORT = Supersport World Championship
SUPERSTOCK E.C. = Superstock European Championship
SIDECAR W. C. = Sidecar World Championship

09.00-09.25
09.35-10.20
10.30-11.30
11.45-12.15
13.15-14.00
14.15-15.15
15.30-16.15
16.30-17.00

\TECO

Superstock E.C.
W Supersport
W SBK

Sidecar W.C.
W Supersport
W SBK
Superstock E.C.
Sidecar W.C.

Free Practice

Free Practice

Free Practice
Qualifying Practice
Qualifying Practice
Qualifying Practice
Qualifying practice
Qualifying practice

09.00-09.45
10.00-10.45
11.00-12.00
12.15-12.45
12.55-13.25
13.45-14.30
14.45-15.45
16.00

17.10

Superstock E.C.
W Supersport
W SBK

Sidecar W.C.
Pit walk

W Supersport
W SBK

W SBK

Sidecar W.C.

Qualifying Practice
Free Practice
Qualifying Practice
Qualifying practice
Pit walk

Qualifying practice
Free practice

6 vwwwwworldsbk.com

09.00-09.10
09.20-09.40
09.50-10.10
10.40
11.10-11.30
12.00
13.20
15.30

Superstock E.C.
W SBK

W Supersport
Superstock E.C.
Pit walk

W SBK

W Supersport
W SBK

Warm up
Warm up
Warm up

Pit walk
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Need one-

Lolin Edwards. A man who knows what to choose.

2002 WSBK Champion - Castrol Honda .h)tlfé/ffifyl//[' i‘

2003 MotoGP - Aprilia
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OFFICIALS

FIM Jury President/Chief Steward:
Bruno Appollini

FIM Jury Member/Steward:

Philippe Thiriet

FIM Safety Officer: Max Deubel

Race Director: Roberto Nosetto

FIM Medical Representative:

Dr Giancarlo Caroli

Technical Directors: Steve Whitelock,
Fabio Fazi

FG SPORT

President: Paolo Flammini

Representative, Race Direction:

Alberto Fantini

International Press Officer: Renata Nosetto
Marketing Manager: Robert Wicks
Corporate Services Manager: Cristina Siani
Pit and Paddock Co-ordinator:

Gianfranco Carloia

Teams’ Representative: Giulio Bardi
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RACE DIRECTION:

Clerk of the Course: Stuart Higgs

Deputy Clerk of the Course: Dave Francis
Secretary of the Meeting: Doug Barnfield
Chief Medical Officer: Dr Paul Trafford
Chief Marshal: Mike Blakey

Chief Incident Officer: Geoff Dodd

Chief Pits & Startline: Annabel Webb
Chief Paddock: Gareth Woods

Chief of Technical Inspections:

Barry Hibbet

BRDC Race Administration staff:

Claire Fennell, Lyn Francis, Debbie Coster,
Jennie Simmonds

Track & Pitlane marshals: RACESAFE
(www.racesafe.org)

Recovery Vehicles:

VW Commercial vehicles

Ambulance Services: St John Ambulance
Air Ambulance: Excel

Safety Car Drivers: Mike Barker,

Chris Glendinning

Safety & Medical Car fleet: Audi (UK) Ltd
(www.audi.co.uk)

EVENT ORGANISED BY THE MCRCB IN
CONJUNCTION WITH THE BRDC.

The British Racing Drivers’ Club
Silverstone Circuit

Towcester, Northants, NN12 8TN
e-mail: race@brdc.co.uk
web: www.brdc.co.uk
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Buy online at:

SR FIREPOUERPILL.COM

Or simply call our order hotline on: |

0870 OGS 970 ?

Firepower is proven as the worlds ; Firepower in his roadbike and

leading fuel conditioner. With substantial } - motocross bikes with impressive Ii

increases in power, improved fuel | results, “One pill per tank really gives .
. consumption, engine cleaning qualities ‘ a noticeable difference to both top end i

and cleaner burning fuel it's easy to see 3 speed and low end torque”.

why Firepower leads the field. ( - . ——— To experience extra power and a

All these benefits simply cannot be . S - cleaner running bike then simply click

ignored that's why Firepower currently - - g £ on www.firepowerpill.com for more

sell millions of pills worldwide each year. = information and to order your legal

Dean Ellison (Firepower Ducati Rider] is d lﬁ : performance enhancement.

always trying to squeeze that extra few b perFormance rechnology For

bhp from his bikes, that's why he runs ~ SITPLY DROP IN YOUR TANS @ betrer planer. FIr erower
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P The twins have been left alone this
year, with very free rules on valve sizes, etc,
and the Petronas three-cylinder runs at
900cc, without restrictors.

Of the various engine types on show, the
twins have taken every win up until the
Misano round, although there have been
three different winners in total (this preview
was written before the Laguna Seca round,
and given the heavily four-cylinder biased
AMA rules, anything could happen there —
thanks to a hefty presence of big-hitting
wild cards).

The leading posses of riders in the pre-
Laguna championship table are all on
Ducati twins, albeit running an eclectic
range of particular bike and tyre
combinations.

BELOW: ‘Tosie’ doesn’t crash much but
got involved in someone else'’s accident at
Misano which hurt him and his confidence

12 wwwworldsblk.com

The runaway
leader, a man who's
early season perfection
of pace and purpose
rocketed him into a
seemingly invincible status
with only a third of the season
gone, is Neil Hodgson, one of only two
riders armed with latest Ducan factory
weapon, the 999 FO3.

Hodgson’s new machine is obviously the
envy of all SBK riders other than his
identically equipped team-mate Rubén
Xaus, but there has been a small caveat
slipped in since the season started to
progress though its natural cycle back in the
European theatre of operations.

It's evident that there are front-end
feedback and feel issues with the 999, some
that Hodgson’s high level of riding and
experience had masked for some time. The

succession of crashes suffered by the heavily

SN

BELOW: Alstare Suzuki rider Vittorio
lannuzzo is a real star in the making

LEFT: Neil has had a

brilliant season but
then had a minor
mishap in Misano and
scootered back to the pits

front-end dependant Sig Xaus

also buried the problem somewhat, as
the Spanish firebrand has been known to
dump it more than most of his rivals in any
case — with all due respect to his obvious
talent and desire to win.

At Oschersleben, shortly after Hodgson
had equalled Colin Edwards’ record of nine
successive race wins, and made a new record
for himself by doing so from a standing start
at the beginning of a season, Hodgson was
finally hoisted on a petard of someone else’s
making. That petard ran a number of
peculiar flags along its length, the first being
the personal colours of James Toseland. The
second were the orange, black and white ) 2

“The next notch along the Toseland kebab
stick of glory was the Ducati 998 F02, the
very same spec as Troy Bayliss’ machine from

the 2002 season.”

Troy Corser is
fd and his bike is
ard,
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» tricolour of his old emplovers. the H\!
Plant/GSE Racing Team.

The next notch along the Toseland kebab
stick of glory was the Ducatn 998 F02, the
very same spec as Troy Bavliss” machine from
the 2002 season. Then came the biggest
marker of the lot, the fact that Toseland was
on Dunlop tyres, the
American/English/Japanese concern taking its
first win since Makoto Tamada scored victory
at Sugo n 2002,

Toseland’s puncturing of Hodgson's
seemingly impermeable skin have been
eclipsed since then by the double Misano win
of Rubén, rising Phoenix like from what
appeared to be vet another set of ashes,
produced by the latest shower of sparks as his
new bike slid away from under him.

BELOW: Vittorio lannuzzo looks certain
for a full-time SBK berth with Suzuki in '04

14 www.worldsbk.com

Naus is the great enigma: a crowd-pleasing
ed genius. Hodgson's only

¢s1s. a mulo-lingual lover boy

ir for breakfast. glory for

ppointment and

who 1
lunch
gravel for d I

He s the verv d
unpredictabilicy b
Misano, after a disma
him ling up 12th. was ar
of the unexpected for SBK's racing’s ver
own X-man.

Behind the twin peaks of 1
involvement for the Italian me
excellence, there is a wondrous v

championship’s coming men — and one of
the riders who has been a mamstay of the
class through good and bad umes

BELOW: Gregorio Lavilla getting some
serious lean on with his G5X-R1000

‘lan’ lannuzzo, on his race-kitted Suzuki,
heads the field at Misano before having
to give best to the rest

The first bov wonder is obviously Toseland,
aforementioned already and now one of the
undisputed contenders for world honours
sooner rather than later. A short way behind, on
a two=vear-old customer spec Ducati 998RS, is
the fastest Frenchman around, Régis Laconi

NCR Caracchi Ducan). Having been a race
rwith Aprilia at Imola in 2001, Laconi’s
o SBK racing is on machinery which
irs to be good but not quite good enough,
1 he is one of the many Dunlop riders to
have benefited from a serious injection of effort
and development in tyres in recent months.

Frustrated by his machine’s very shight lack
of a urn of speed out the corners, watch out
for Laconi. who may see Brands as a track he
can use his guile and obvious aggression to
\_'I‘]'JL_]UL'T.

BELOW: Xaus wasn’t just delighted with
his double at Misano but very relieved, too

B( SUPERBIKE
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BELOW: Chris Walker has struggled to
2=t to grips with his HM Plant Ducati

RIGHT: When his Pirellis suit the track,
Steve Martin is up there with his DFX Duke

~rzuably the sensation of the season out
= Ducat camp has been the spirit
reed of Gregorio Lavilla and his
ware Corona GSX-R1000. Running
= the big guys all year, Lavilla has

~etition at global level.
wicted in the intake sizes
zh it may be, the

~

roved tobe a
¢ above the
-l vV S0 far,
h amix of
_~z=:1s and enging
zss that proves,
2t modern day

t en

“Xaus is the g

igma: munching flair for

breakfast, glory for lunch but often gagging on
disappointment and gravel for dinner.”

really are something to behold,
< the tuners and suspension gurus
hands dirtv.

-re mayv be less variety of top class

nery in SBK this season but there is no
~aze of talent and willingness to succeed.

¢ spirit of Superbike and sheer

2 tenacity. One of the most

from these shores in recent

s endured some cruel luck,

11t has taken the form of
huave had a knock-on effect in

race-long confidence.

s unexpectedly low position

p now that he has the best

is at his command —

- ~2me zeneraton Dunlops as his

team-mate Toseland and a

Maybe the best-known rider in
now is a certain Pierfrancesce
Ducati), a rider of vast experien
possesses the aggression and
man half his age, even on a m
not the fastest.

The latter point is best illustrate
fact that Chili has scored numer
finishes, vet has failed to comy
few races, almost all of which have conspired
to put him behind most of his main rivals.
No one has more passion for the fight than
Chili, a rider of contradictions and roller

1 by the
us podium
ol quute a

coaster emotions that defv belief on occasion.

He could have retired a while ago with the
blessing of all his legions of fans but at 39
years-old Chili still brings a unique brand of

BELOW: Hodgie’s bike gets fettled in the
inner sanctum of the Ducati garage

ré 1s obviously
n the thick of things.
t Brands. packed
Il of them. there will be

: wnee w see the progeny of their
sreatest ever winning hero, Carl Fogarty, in

actHon once again.

Ever since King Carl was approached 1o
put his ‘stage name’ on the side of the unique
three-cylinder Foggy Petronas FP-1 there
has been endless interest in the whole
project. The scrutiny it has come in for has
reached the stage of hysteria in the UK on
oceasions, and after a false start in the
middle of last year, the beast really lives and
breathes.

Sadly, it has breathed fire on many
occasions, even setting itself ablaze after to-
hot exhaust gases burned up the previous
exhaust’s carbon end cans. A new system,
using titanium throughout, has brought the
machine back into respectability with Corser
riding his butt off at Misano to score

wwwworldsbk.com 15
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» good points, and the flames staying at the
exit of the pipes, not emanating menacingly
from under the seat.

With a little more power and a lot more
predictable engine reliability the FP-1 will be
a challenger, featuring as it does one of the
sweetest chassis packages in the whole
championship — and Troy Corser on its
back.

James Haydon may be on the machine’s
back again at Brands. but the popular British
rider is certainly hurting after prolapsing 4
disc in his spine at Oschersleben, a horrible
injury to suffer at any time but an especially
inconvenient one to have to deal with mid
SEAsOM.

In the wacky world of the privateers,
Ducatis once more rule supreme., with the
pick of the pops at present being the Pirelli-
shod DFX Ducati of Steve Marun. The
former Aussie Superbike King was fastest
after Friday qualifying at Misano, something
that made Martin smile all the way 1o
Sunday and beyond.

16 v
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| aconi has been pure class this

» yé';lr, all radical lean angles and blinding speed

Sometimes the Pirellis appear to work as
well as the products of the big two tyre
manufacturers of Superbike racing. and if
they do so at Brands, then watch out for the
yellow and blue of Martin, plus his two
partners in DFX toil, Juan Borja and Marco
Borciani.

Whole rafts of Ducati privateers have
ensured that the battle in mid pack is as
intense as ever, and a couple of mavericks
are still running 750cc Kawasaki machines.
Mauro Sanchini and Ivan Clementi of the
Kawasaki Bertocchi team are gamely Fiving
the Dukes a dust-up for their money.
especially at Misano.

Lucio Pedercini is a perennial SBK
competitor, the Italian running a three-man
squad this season, along with Serafino Foti
and Nello Russo,

David Garcia has had a rocky and
sometime painful introduction to SBK
racing. Crashing his NCR Caracchi Duke at
Sugo way back in April he injured both
wrists and hands and even at Misano he

S SUPELIEL

BELOW: ‘Greg' side-by-side with Crescent
suzuki’s Yukio Kagayama at Silverstone

ABOVE: Troy Corser battling with van
Clementi’s Bertocchi Kawasaki

was in some severe discomfort, and unable
to race properly.

The Honda presence in SBK comes from
Wialter Tortoroglio from the WET Endurance
team. while Yamaha is represented by the
UnionBike R1, formerly in the hands of
Giovanni Bussei.

With respect to some of the above, the
story of the Brands Hatch podium will most
likelv be of wildcards versus regulars, and if
the previous Silverstone round is anything 10
o by, then that will be a thriller of a meeting,
with up 1o ten riders barding it out around
the modified lavout of Brands,

The entire SBK weekend at Brands Hatch
has become a biking carnival of immense
proportions and this vear it is expected to be
just as intense and entertaining as ever. One
of summer’s highlights for our Island race,
Brands Hatch Superbike weekend is open for
business once more, the commodity being
fun and a gueue to join in stretching out the
door and round the block. =
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he Mazda Raceway at Laguna Seca
looked like a ten-pin bowling alley
for most of the SBK races as only
13 bikes finished the first race and
crossed the line in the second. There
= 2 few hands up after proceedings
g 1o mistakes, but there were many
washouts that saw large
~ortions of the field turfing into the sand.
1 <overal of those were leading and some
smoothest riders of the lot who you
»'t think would throw it away; step
~+ard messrs Laconi and Toseland.
4 ithough he didn’t stand on the top
-~ of the podium in California, Neil
: izeon was the winner on the day,
C g into the event with a 107-
= lead and leaving it with
> On each and every day

~rve best, firstly in
— oo to Mat Mladin
then in the races 10

Chili and Rubén Xaus:S st
.= of seconds is nothing to be sneezed
_ especially when the
joned pair managed to bin it in the
ey didn’t win, with high and low
pectively.
- sualifving the Yoshimura wildeards of
1d Aaron Yates looked awesome,

ing separated at the Jast knocking by a
~ e Laconi and Chili, but then the big

ino Gixers were thought to be

ole to maintain that pace in the
pole sitter Mladin even opted
- pwo. saying that he was fanigued
z the AMA race the day before.

S£1OW: When he's hot he's boiling. Rubén
sl gangly legs and blinding speed

The one guy who wasn't going to win
anything was Frankie Chili. At the start of
race one, the poor-starting Yates hurtled hard
down the inside 10 Andretti Hairpin, tipped it
in and then tipped most everybody else off in
a chain reaction. Frankie’s bike cartwheeled
1o destruction while poor Eric Bostrom, made
to start his old 750 Kawasaki rather than his
preferred AMA-spec 820, was forced out
with a dislocated shoulder and chest
injuries.

ABOVE: Mladin Sane: Mat Miadin ruled
practice but gave best in the racing

Frankie started on his spare machine, Juan
Borja’s old bike from last vear, but proceeded
to confound the huge crowd by geing on 10
win. That wasn't before a rejuvinated Ruben
Xaus carved his way through the field and
revelled in a new M fichelin front that gave
him enough confidence 1© fling his 999
around. diving up here and turning in so
tightly once up the inside. It was all
impressive stuff as Naus motored off into the
distance — and then into the dust.

‘T'm bloody stupid, he bravely admitted
after the event. ‘T have a new hard tyre which
is fine when you push it hard, but if you ease
off it can be a bit unpredicatble. T cased off
into the last turn (11) and lost it. The Catalan
made no mistake in Race Two and made the
rest look also rans as he hurtled through the
field and the laps with his Duke looking as
stable as a weather vane in a gusting storm
but with the rider atop unconcerned and very
much in control.

The last step of the two podiums was
made up by HM Plant riders with Toseland
in the first and a much relieved Chris Walker
in the second. James looked class all weekend
and even out punched his old team-mate
Hodgie in a gl wes-off fight in Race Two

ABOVE: Age shall not weary them:
Frankie winning Race One in the USA

WORLD CHA MPIONSHIP

ABOVE: Tears before bedtime: an
emotional Frankie with Neil and James

before he made an uncharacteristic mistake
which forced Neil off and five places back all
in one fell swoop.

For Chris. his third must have been like a
win. and never has Britain’s favourite needed
a confidence boost like the one he gotin
California. as injuries small and large have
pummelled his lower limbs this season.

And when vou look back at Laguna Seca
bear in mind the rider who came 7th in Race
One and 6th in Race Two. And, no, it wasn’t
a fluke for Giovanni Bussei, who has battled
the rest of the year on the recalcitrant
GiMotorsport Yamaha R1 . The amiable
Torinese has left SBK for AMA to replace
Anthony Gobert on the Austin Ducatl. Had
he not had an abysmal Superpole, Giovanni
would have had a front-row start... .

The real winners were of course a relieved
Xaus. a tearful Frankie (Kleenex shares wenl
through the roof when he crossed the line)
and Mr Hodgson. How could he be happy
when he was very much a second-place man
all weekend? At this stage of the season
maybe Neil is looking at the bigger picture.
And that picture may just be one of a
cheery Burnley lad clutching a World
Championship trophy. ®




PHOTOS:

Brands hatch has had a chequered
history as a racing venue. It started out
as a bicycle track, then as a kidney-
shaped tarmac course (run in the
opposite direction from now) and then
extended to roughly its full length in
the 1960s.

This year there is another change,
with a modified Dingle-Dell corner
renamed Sheene Curve. The Current
lap record holder from BSB is John
Reynolds, who has already won at the
modified Kent circuit = and who has
also won an SBK race at the
u Brands. That makes him

I the perfect tour guide for
| a fast lap on one of the
most classically sculpted
tracks on the planet.

ou cross over the
start finish in fifth gear,
; as vou don’t get a

| chance to get up to sixth
at this point.

The straight doesn’t look or feel like
a straight, 1t is just one continuous
curve. The bike wheelies over most of the
bumps on the straight until vou get set up for
braking at Paddock Hill and even then |
think we are cranked over a little still.

There is a white line across the track, just
at the top of Paddock Hill, and that is my =
braking point for the first corner. Actually I never really guard my line there too
it's a safe braking pomt but I do go n later much so unless | am overtaking [ will stax
when I am in full-blown, flat-out race over to the left-hand side. Paddock is a good
mode. Knock it down two gears to third just  place for overtaking, although it is totally
as you go in. committed.

On a normal lap vou chip the inside apex
as late as vou can; vou have to have your
knee right over the apex; that is vital to stay
on line. As soon as vou pass the kerb vou
start squeezing the power on and just as the
bike is lifting upright it is full gas from the
bottom of the hill all the way up to the
hairpin at Druids.

I hold third right up to the entrance of the
corner then nip it back one to second on the
entry. Druids is a ‘railing through’ corner,
where you are trying to hold as much corner
speed as vou can without running wide. You
get into the turn early to try and minimise
any invitations for someone to come past
vou, so I get in as tight as possible as quickly
as possible. Hug the inside line all the way

o = s m == e——————

BELOW: Colin Edwards and Neil Hodgson
had a battle royal here last year in Race One
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ABOVE: It's 2000 and
John leads Hodgie,
Haydon, Edwards and
Walker on his way to a
: stunning wildcard win

’ LEFT: /JR’ on his ‘03 Brands-
winning Crescent Suzuki GSX-R1000

round. and power on as early as you can on
the way out.

You are pulling such a low gear out of
Druids that it is easy to highside vourself. It's
also hard to keep the front wheel down and
keep on the power on hard. That’s why you
have o keep as much momentum around
the hairpin as possible.

The new Graham Hill bend is slower and
more technical than the previous one. There
are two wayvs of going down it. Shortshifting
to third and gunning it all the way down —a
favourite thing for the Ducatis, I think -
whereas the fours tend to rev out in second
gear all the way to the bortom of the hill. I
stav out right on the brakes and it is very
important to get the apex right and also get
the power on early. In fact you can get the
power on earlier there than you could at a
normal corner.

Acceleration towards Surtees is done in
third gear, and on the Suzuki [ just get the
shift light coming on in third —1f [ have good
exit speed coming out of the Graham Hill.



FAST LAP
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ABOVE: This time last year, Colin was well
into his Championship-winning roll

The uphill left of Surtees is tricky because
it 1s bumpy on the way in, with a very
aggressive braking zone: you are on the
brakes with the bike laid over for a long time.
Surtees is a second-gear corner and the exit
of it is the most vital on the whole circuit,
because there is a massive straight after it.
You fight to keep the front end on the floor
S0 as soon as it starts lifting vou short shift
into third, and then rev out in fourth and
fitth. The wheel comes up over the brow of
the hill in fifth, so T hit top and that keeps the
front end down a bit. It’s a scary thing
wheeleing in top gear doing 165mph... under
a bridge while going downbhill!

The exit of Surtees looks like a curving
right-hand corner but because it is such a
gentle curve vou are still accelerating as hard

BELOW: Out of Clark Curve and onto Brabham straight — which isn't straight...

as you can. You need to lift the bike up a bit
but there is no need to shut off because there
is no way the bike is going to highside vou
off there.

Under braking for Hawthorns is a good
place for overtaking but you need a lot of
bottle and a lot of accuracy to get the job
done right.

At the bottom of the hill you can leave the
braking quite late because most of it is done
on the final uphill stretch, which means you
can go in a hell of a lot deeper than you
think vou can at first.

Back down to third for Hawthorns -
“fifthfourththird’ — as quick as that. The rear
tends to slide/spinflockup but this is another
corner where you need a late apex so vou
can get on the power as quickly as vou can
for Minter Straight then into Westfield.

Third carries you all the way around
Westfield, which has an early ¢lip in and vou
find the bike is sliding all the wav down the
hill. The bike runs out of speed and vou take
fourth gear, and then hold that all the way to
the top of the hill.

I go back down only one gear for the new
part of the circuit, which is called Sheene
Curve now, but it used to be down two.

“There used to be three clipping points at
Dingle Dell. One on the way in, one on the
outside of the kerb in the middle and
then another one on the inside again,
s0 it was basically taken as one
corner. Now it is quite a bit
tighter on the first part but
then vou can open up the gas
and get out quite early. Sheene
is a third gear corner all the
way through now, and
that brings vou
towards Strlings.
which is taken in
second, The road
works with vou
there, the camber helps the

rider and you can go in there harder than
vou ever thought you could.

Then accelerate hard on the way out. up to
fourth gear, while just under the bridge is a
braking point for Clark Curve.You have o
scrub off loads and loads of speed for this
tricky corner: it’s got a bumpy entrance, and
on the apex the road falls away, just as vou
are trying to get on the power. That's why it is
such a hard wrn. I short shift into fourth and
then catch fifth along the start/finish straight.

“To be honest you are aware of the crowd
only on the warm up laps. The only time I've
heard the crowd is when I've been going
round Druids at SBK races, because it is the
slowest part of the track.

Not that many people even get the chance
to win a World Championship event and not
that many of them win races so scoring top
spot at Brands is something I will never forget
—never —and [ want to do it all again.

I'love Brands: it’s one of my favourite
tracks for sure. My absolute favourite is
Phillip Island, and Brands is quite similar,
Everything about those circuits is what
racing motor bikes is all about — fast,
flowing. scary, m























































































































































































































































