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Feeling lucky?

Your chance to
WIN this brand new

Kawasaki ZX6-R
When you visit your local

Silkolene dealer you can enter
.into this exciting competition.

We are giving away:
1 all new, Kawasaki ZX636R

Plus Paddock Jackets / Race Shirts

Pit Lane Umbrellas / Race Decals

Check out the fantastic displays
at your local Silkolene dealer!

\ You've got to be in it... to Win it!

For more information call:
. Pippa White 08701 200400

. Silkolene
PO e

The ultimate range of motorcycle lubricants
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Welcome to World

superhikes

very warm welcome to all Superbike fans to the European round of the 2002 Superbike

World Championship season, here at the wonderful Brands Hatch circuit. We arc delighted

to be bringing the championship here again at a venue that consistently provides the biggest

crowds on our calendar. We are pleased to present a full race schedule for you,

including the Superbike World Championship. the Corona Extra Supersport World
Championship, the Axo Superstock European Championship as well as the OPCM Superside Sidecar
World Championship.

With a global television audience of 2 billion, and more than | million spectators attending SBK races
in 2001, the Championship is enjoyving unprecedented levels of interest and growth around the world.

Driving the popularity of the series is the tremendous line-up of participating manufacturers, including
Aprilia, Benelli, Ducati, Honda, Kawasaki and Suzuki. This diversity is unique in the world of motoreycle
racing and guarantees close, exciting racing throughout the season.

We are also delighted to welcome the latest manufacturer to the world stage, Foggy Petronas Racing,
under the guidance of Superbike legend Carl Fogarty. With development currently underway, we are
hoping to see the new team participating in a five-year campaign very shortly and I am sure you will join
me in welcoming the team to the event this weekend. And with the possible entrance of Mondial before
the end of the season, the total number of manufacturers this season could reach a record cight.

With a line-up of top riders all chasing for the title. I am confident that the 2002 season will be our
most successful to date.

Furthermore, with the new regulations signed in September 2001 between the FIM, MSMA, and
Octagon Motorsport that come into effect from 2004, the Championship is guaranteed to produce a very
strong grid, full of variety and excitement.

I would like to wish all spectators, riders, teams, sponsors and manufacturers a memorable and
successful weekend of racing.

Paolo Flammini
President, SBK International
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The future is === W I E= The future is at www.feridax.com

e-mail: feridax@halesowen.u-net.com
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TIMETABLE

Friday 26th july

Time Category Programme
09.30-10.15  Supersport World Championship Free Practice
10.30-11.30  SBK World Championship Free Practice
11.45-12.15  Sidecar World Championship Free Practice
13.15-14.00  Supersport World Championship Qualifying Practice
14.15-15.15  SBK World Championship Qualifying Practice
15.30-16.00  Superstock European Championship  Free Practice
16.15-16.45  Sidecar World Championship Qualifying Practice
17.00-17.30  Superstock European Championship  Qualifying Practice

Saturday 27th July
Time Category Programme
09.00-09.45 Superstock

European Championship Qualifying Practice ~ Time Programme
10.00-10.45 Supersport 09.00-09.10 Superstock

World Championship Free Practice European Championship Warm-up
11.00-12.00 SBK World Championship  Qualifying Practice 09.20-09.40 SBK World Championship ~ Warm-up
12.15-12.45 Sidecar World Championship  Qualifying Practice 09.50-10.10 Supersport World Championship Warm-up
12.55-13.25 Pit walk Pit Walk 10.40 Superstock Warm-up Lap
13.45-14.30 Supersport European Championship Race

World Championship Qualifying Practice  11.10-11.30 Pit walk Pit Walk
14.45-15.45 SBK World Championship  Free Practice 12.00 SBK World Championship ~ Warm-up Lap Race 1
16.00 SBK World Championship  Superpole 13.20 Supersport World Championship  Warm-up Lap Race
17.10 Sidecar World Championship ~ Warm-up Lap Race  15.30 SBK World Championship Warm-up Lap Race 2

6 www.worldsbk.com
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Brands Hatch

President — Paolo Flammini

Race Director - Roberto Nosetto
Permanent Starter - Alberto Fantini

Press Officer — Renata Nosetto

Marketing Manager — Robert Wicks
Corporate Services Manager - Cristina Siani

- -
Jury President - Max Deubel

FIM Steward and Jury Member -
Bambang Gunardi

Team Representative — Giulio Bardi

FIM Representative at Race Direction -
Claude Denis

FIM Permanent Technical Delegates -
Steve Whitelock, Fabio Fazi

Medical Director - Ruggero Mattioli

FIM Medical Observer — Giancarlo Caroli

8 www.worldsbk.com
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Officials - Brands Hatch

Clerk of the Course - Stuart Higgs

Deputy Clerk of the Course — Dave Francis
Secretary of the Meeting - Doug Barnfield
Chief Medical Officer - Dr Paul | Trafford
Chief of Communications - Steve Bostock
Chief Marshal - Mike Blakey

Chief Incident Officer — Geoff Dodd

Chief Pits & Startline - Annabel \Webb
Deputy Chiefs - Pits & Startline

Stop & Go team - [ !

Chief Paddock - (

Chief of Technical Iﬁspec:?u"-s - Barr
BRDC Race Administration staff -

Ciaire Fennell, Lyn Francis, C

Track Equipment Officer -

Safety Car drivers - Mike Barke
Chris Glendinning

Track & Pitlane marshals -
RACESAFE (www.racesafe.org)

Recovery Vehicles & Taxi Bikes - Dixon Motors

Ambulance Services - 5t John Ambulance
Air Ambulance - Excel

Safety & Medical Car fleet -

Audi (UK) Ltd (www.audi.co.uk)

Grandytands €1 First aid
B Teephones (& Shopping

Y mestwirants & Karting

.I"sn‘ri "IL AN
A1/ entance

Organised by the MCRCB in conjunction with
the BRDC

BRDC RACE, Silverstone Circuit,
Northamptonshire, NN12 8TN

Tel: 01327 320252 Fax: 01327 857296
Email: race@brdc.co.uk

BRDC Director of Racing: Stuart Higgs
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TEXT: LAURIE CADDELL
PHOTOS: KEL EDGE

The Ducatis were duking

it out bi

time at

Laguna Seca as Troy and Neil battled behind
Colin’s Honda. It was truly amazing stuff

here were two new victors at

Laguna Seca. well at least new

winners at that particular track:

step forward Messrs Bavliss

and Edwards. It's hard to believe
that the Michelin men who've dominated
the series this year have never won at
Laguna. but forget the fact that the
California track is supposedly Dunlop
friendly and that some of the most talented
wild cards riders turn up, the cream rose to
the top of the American milk and it was Year
2002 Créme de la Créme.

It has been said many times but Colin
Edwards is riding out his skin at the moment,
and at Laguna he rode like a hero, inch
perfect most of the way and hard. Can’t tough
it out when it comes down to it? Ask Troy

12 www.worldsbk.com

who, when he eventually slipped past the
Tornado in the second race. had the Texan
muscle almost straight back past.

But it did look like the same old ston
Race One \\izh T"u-\ 5'\'-Ll||1; his time and then

[|JL\ re g

the Ducat

\[TLLLJ the extr

makes a difference’.

Colin’s not just fast and hard: he has
sublime racecraft. too. In Race Two he
learned to be more defensive against the late-
race onslaught from Troy, by backing off a
little mid corner. Bayliss was particularly

ABOVE: Colin hauling his machine
upright in an effort to get maximum
traction and shake off his nemesis aft

o downhill Turn
2 inwith Kocinski-like speed.
1ad got it covered though by easing off
1 nire ling so that for all his
nowhere to get past.
d the ouside, Colin

knew he would drift wider. which he
consequently did. too. When Colin won that
second race. the sheer relief was obvious: the
Tornado got many monkeys lifted off his back
in one fell swoop.

So, the Troy and Colin roadshow rolls on at
the top of the podium then? Well not quite
because Colin’s one little mistake in Race



REPORT

Cine saw not only the No | Ducati slip through but the No 11 machine

{ Rubén. too. who had ghosted his way up to the sharp end. In fact in
the melee when Colin lost the lead Spiderman had momentarily hit the
rront himself but that only riled his team leader who muscled his way
huack within a couple of corners. Xaus was happy to be up on the
podium after a disastrous San Marino but that delight rapidly turned
sour when he went off twice on the warm-up lap for Race Two
ncluding a big one coming out of the Corkserew... .

In the seccond race Neil Hodgson, who had narrowly missed out on
pole and who had a mediocre first race finishing fifth, hauled himself
up to the duel at the front in Race Two and looked awesome. Dunlop
had vet more new compounds for America and Neil made full use of
them as he duked it out with Bayliss with a couple of laps to go. Troy
had tried to gas it early out of the last corner near the end and
momentarily turned his bike into a pogo stick, which let Neil through
and Colin away. From there on it was gloves off as this year’s Ducati
team leader slugged it out with next year's, It was fascinating stuff as
they looked like a couple of junior motocrossers, block passing and
making bucketfuls of mistakes at every turn. It was wild and exciting,
but they both enjoyed it. But not as much as Colin who benefited from
some much-needed breathing space.

And the rest? Nori Haga had his Year 2000 race head on again and
had mugged everybody (including Bayliss) on his way up to Colin in
Race One before he binned it up the inside of the Texan into Turn Two.
‘1t was so close it wasn’t funny’, mused a following Troy. Nori wasn’t
quite as well sorted in the second sortie and ran over the back of Nicky
Hayden’s machine who had slipped up the inside of the Aprilia before
slipping over. Haga deserved much more than two DNFs,

And Bostrom was just awesome, except that we are talking about
voung Eric and not his Duking brother. Having won the AMA race on
the Saturday, the Kawasaki rider was hoping for good things on Sunday
but a heavy landing from a celebration wheelie had ruptured a valve in
his forks that hadn't been diagnosed for the first race. That was
rectified for Race Two and Mr Holeshot led the whole field for a while
before being outgrunted into an eventual fourth. A “four’ leading a
superbike race? Here's a Bostrom who is high on the

wanted list for 2003. Wonder if Ben is?

Add to that wanted list Nicky Hayden, the young Honda-mounted
American who is keen to race in Europe and who looked classy in a
very classy field. If he gets to partner Colin next year, Honda need all
the help they can get. Mr Edwards may be happy to organise and make
all the tearful speeches at Troy’s leaving party as he heads for the
MotoGP cauldron, but Ducati have their 999 ready which is apparently
a decent step ahead of the 998 F 02s. The rest must be thankful that
Troy Bayliss won't be on it. m

BELOW: Colin Edwards went to some trouble with his stars-and-
stripes livery in America; it certainly brought him some luck
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The SBK Paddock
Show offers
outsiders an inside
look at the inner
hub of the
Championship.

With exciting
displays,
interactive
promotions and
live press
conferences,

the Paddock Show
is the place to
promote and
display your
products and
services to 15,000

visitors who enjoy
all that the Show
has to offer over a
race weekend.

iy
S:. WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

For rates and details on specific packages please contact:
Robert Wicks or Cristina Siani. Tel: +44 (0) 207 751 2940
e-mail: robert.wicks@octagon.com
or cristina.siani@octagon.com
www.worldsbk.com







In _t_errhs_ of sheer s , \ds Hatch is the
king of World Superbike events. And Troy Bayliss

is on his way to being its most dominant winner

ABOVE: It gets this close. James Toseland
hard on it at Misano while Chris Walker
behind lives up to his nickname as he
stalks his compatriot

il m‘hy Bayliss, sporting yet ar

www.worldsbk.com 15



PREVIEW

hat's unfeasibly large,

startlingly noisy and has

over 100,000 heads? A

Brands Hatch Superbike

crowd perchance? Good
guess, dear contestant: you win this weekend's
special prize of a Union Jack air-horn and an
orange seat cushion with a number 100
emblazoned on it.

The Brands SBK weekend has simply
become a modern-day legend of a thing, a
must-do experience for anyone with even a
passing interest in bike racing,

Equally shrouded in murmured reverence
and exploding with in-your-face vibrancy, it
has become a genuine Great British Summer

Sporting Event, which transcends the
houndaries of motor eycling. The Grand
National, Royal Ascot, the Boat Race,
Wimbledon, the Open Golf Championship
and now Brands Hatch Superbikes. Ladies
and gentlemen of the two-wheeled world, we
have arrived, by express delivery. You must be
proud to be part of it, ¢h?

Even before Foggy notched up his first
Brands Hatch race win (1995 for all those
with their anoraks set on stun — or did you
read the feature further on, already?) the
signs were there. Close to London, inside a
triangulation of motorway networks in the
Garden of England, and usually graced by the
presence of that big yellow thing in the ~ J»

‘The Brands SBK weekend has simply become a
modern-day legend of a thing, a must-do
experience for anyone with even a passing

interest in bike racing’

16 www.worldsbk.com

ABOVE: Ben Bostrom has struggled this
year on his Dunlop-shod Ducati
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here s a difference.
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‘Paddock Hill is possibly the most challenging

corner in racing: blind, blind, blind, then
suckering you to pitch it in too early, causing
a great scraping of undercarriages’

> sky we blue-skinned Britons are reliably
informed is called the ‘sun,” Brands is in the
perfect location to drag in a big crowd.

Add in the Foggy factor (and this year
maybe even the Team Foggy Factor), and the
firecrackers were soon going off in the
consciousness of the country at large.

And why not, because this Superhike busingss
was and is obviously pretty cool and - by the
Lord Harry — we even had our own craggy faced
winning machine in the vanguard of it
After a long period of World Cup

Isappol i< 1Or all the pome nation

his four World cr
the most amazin I Ire
to watch it all from. The fact that
Hodgson and Reynolds winning in recent

we had

seasons has just carried it all forward through
the change of the millennium.

Sculpted to a blueprint laid out by Mother
Nature's hand. Brands is one of the world’s
classic racing he riders put it
down as one of th <t challenging, and

= Brands almost

r ot superb

sections. all of which
:r. Even the

ausg of a loss

Bend. If vou've
ever hud the
chance to blat
round the place you
are privileged indeed.



blind.

11010 10O
of
int (1e messed
the best still do that.
olain view of more than half
:~1 like the mult-apex Clearways,
- critical Surtees and... you get

Jonce vou have. vou've got to
- the riders do, and a fair few of

conists in this vear's event have

:oed there but also won
he vears,
cesco Chili is the
rrently active race
d '97), with
o creats Giancarlo
nd Carl
' doing the
- 1993 and 1995,

~er (now of the

ABOVE: 2003 works Ducati rider Neil knows how to keep cool
LEFT: Nori Haga has almost got back to his old and wild best

S2m s a previous
-7 0T WO occasions,

- «11 double winner the podium once. Once handed to him on a second-place platter
strom (L&M Ducati). in 16 goes. Astonishing almost every weekend. In any other vear, his
liss ( Ducati really. unsurpassed almost, two wins and 311 points would take him to
1) has won ong, as has his were it not for the avarice of one the championship lead. This year, before our
-mite Neil Hodgson (HM Plant man. The aforementioned Mr Bayliss, deadlines pre USA at least, he was almost a
:nd reigning British Champion John No stranger to us Brits after his 1999 full two race wins away from Bavliss,
ds who unfortunately doesn’t have the British Championship win, Bayliss has simply The personal battle between the top facton
“ this vear to qualify as a wild card and had a truly-madly-deeply-brilliant year so far, Honda and Ducati riders has been a
©more ego crushing, Winner of 13 races, six double wins, and no fascinating dynamic in this peculiar season.
=z one man has made Brands Hatch his result lower than fifth, Bayliss has been simply and their combined focus. equipment and
iting gallery over the past few years, the best, much to the chagrin of Edwards, suppliers have been the main reason for their
"t is the tall-in-the-saddle figure of The American has been racing better than he frequent slaving her riders.

» Edwards. The 2000 champion has won has ever done, way better than he did to A riders man
runds races, on both four and twin- become champion, and yet getting his butt e have 1ak
- 2o machinery. 4\ A _
2w tor Castrol Honda in World : AP j Sitting in a precarioys but
ke again(and pre-Laguna at least), ¢ ] d
rds has been superb this season. After ' o i - Hodgsor ALY Ol

{1sano round, Edwards had only been off it ' blueeved bov hasbeen I

\

LEFT: After a dismal start to

the year, Dunlops have come
on at a pace, which is just as
well for Haga and Hodgson

www.worldsbk.com 19
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ABOVE: The Bayliss and Edwards road
show has been on its own all year

ABOVE: Ben Bostrom meets some of
his younger fans at Silverstone

» somewhat overlooked in
what has been his best and
most consistent season in
SBK racing.

The reasons are two
fold. One is his use of
Dunlop tyres, which have
not advanced at quite the
rate of the seriously re-
vamped Michelins run by
only Edwards, Bayliss and
the other Ducati Infostrada
rider, Rubén Xaus.

The second reason is that
Hodgson. much to his carly
season chagrin, is on the "older’ 2001-
spec factory Testastretta, while Bavliss, Xaus
and Ben Bostrom (L&M Ducati) have got
ever more overbored. higher-revving desmo
units, in their 2002 spec machines,

Not exactly a pauper in term
Hodgson is nonetheless at <o
With riders like Edwards and
use of these small differentials.
why Neil has toiled.

His team-mate James Toseland has been
less successful, as we would expect from

someone of his youth and relative
inexperience, but this year James has
demonstrated some flashes of his sheer riding
talent, something we should be seeing more
of soon.

Our other home town hero, Chris Walker,
has already delighted his legion of fans in the

20 www.worldsbk.com
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The warm-up lap at Misano: in both
races in Italy, Rubén binned it
very soon afterwards...
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‘Rubén Xaus is having a bizarre
season, crashing his brains out,
challenging the leaders, scoring
podiums, crashing some more’

UK by running to an excellent
second-race finish of fourth at
Silverstone in May, as he battles the twin
disadvantages of a 750cc four-cylinder engine
in his factory Kawasaki and a bout of
lingering Bell's palsy. which has g |

the world. His hike may look the same as the
factory one but his VTR has got more owing
to the bikes in the car park than Colin
Edwards full-on HRC beastie. How good I»




FACTORY LINE

The no-compromise solution

Get on the same side Kenny Roberts

as the champions. World Champion Moto GP // 2000
Max Biaggi
4 times World Champion 250cc
Vice World Champion Moto GP / 2001

MSickaél Pichon
Worid Champion MX 250 // 2001
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PREVIEW

BELOW: Nori Haga banking his Aprilia
RSV 1000 over and then some...

P is he? See the Race One results from
Silverstone where the rain swamped the track
and evened the playing field a little.

The full-time SBK factory rider-line-up
at Brands includes one rider who has
always been close to the hearts and adrenal
glands of the great British Racing public,
Norivuki Haga.

Back in black for Aprilia, back to his best,
he too has been suffering from the twin
peaks of Bavliss and Edwards, and is in
the same tvre situation as Hodgson. He is
also suffering from single-rider syndrome,

having to work nwice as 1in and

qualifying to choose tvres
in addition has even fou
in reliability once or twice

Rubén Xaus is having a bizarre s

crashing his brains out, challenging
leaders, scoring podiums, crashing some
more. Hence his lowly pre-Laguna position of
sixth. And you can only imagine how thin the
patience is wearing back at Ducati HO for the
man who looked a dead cert to be Hodgie's
team-mate in the works squad for next year.

Last year’s double winner Ben Bostrom?
Nothing like his best so far, again on Dunlops
and labouring to little effect, by his own very
high standards at least.

Gregorio Lavilla (Alstare Suzuki) has been
struggling along this year on his four-cylinder

22 www.worldsbk.com

the Ducati bosses think so, too
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Ducati. avenvone was guietly impressed
Wh rnot k YACK
challe r his Kawas < 0T not

is open to discussion as vet. but in the
privateer battlefield the new Ducati
Testastretta-based Y98 RS is proving 1o be a
good match for the lower order factory bikes
and has made for some great battles in the
middle of the pack from Lucio Pedercini,

SB(SUPERBIKE

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Neil Hodgson is having a great season;

ABOVE: Steve Martin on
his Pirelli-shod DFX Ducati

s and Steve Martin. Add in our old
wcesco Chili on another of last

r's works bikes that dips into the works

4t the front on occasion and you have a
usy old field,

Superbike racing globally is going to go
through some changes in the near future, and
has already gone through a couple already.
But it appears that the jewel in the crown will

continue to be the best attended, most
immediate, most outstanding race on the SBK
calendar yet again. For us Brits, that’s one
thing we should congratulate ourselves for.
Brands Hatch Superbike weekend. It's the
absolute King. m




TROY BAYLISS & DAINESE
WSB WORLD CHAMPIONS 2001
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