
















































































John Player Transatlantic Trophy, Brands Hatch, 16 April 
1976

I was a spectator at Paddock Hill bend.

As in previous years there was a full programme of events in 
addition to the two main Transatlantic Trophy races.  For this 
year the races were run over 13 laps of the full Brands GP 
circuit of 2.61 miles.

In the Trophy races Steve Baker (Yamaha) took 2 good wins 
from Barry Sheene (Suzuki) and Kenny Roberts (Yamaha) in 
Race 1 and then from Roberts and Sheene in Race 2.  Baker 
diced with Sheene and Roberts in Race 1 but Race 2 was a 
start-to-finish win for the young American riding British 
tracks for the first time.  Dave Croxford was racing the new 
Cosworth Norton as the only 4-stroke in the field.  He 
finished 11th in Race 1 and did not start Race 2 allowing Ron 
Haslam (Yamaha) a ride in which he finished in a creditable 
8th place.  The Americans took an overall lead of 137 to 122 
points to the second round at Mallory Park.

If the 1974 series was the year of Kenny Roberts then 1976 
saw the feat almost repeated by Steve Baker.  Baker scored a 
total of 92 points out of a possible 96.  Baker (4 wins, a 2nd 

and a 4th) led the points table from Barry Sheene (1 win, 1 
2nd, 3 3rds and a 13th) and Kenny Roberts (1 win, 3 2nds a 3rd and 
one DNF).  Brits packed the middle order places to assure an 
overall British victory by 412 to 384 points.

In the supporting Brands 350cc race with an all Yamaha field 
there was a win for Tony Rutter ahead of Graham Hobbs and 
Wayne Dinham.

The Production Machine race was won by Martin Sharpe on 
the Gus Kuhn BMW 900 ahead of Tony Smith (Norton 830) and 
Bill Marks (Norton 830).

In the Shellsport 500cc Championship race Barry Sheene (500 
Suzuki) won from John Cowie (351 Yamaha) and Steve 
Manship (500 Yamaha).



For the sidecar race two-strokes filled the top three places 
with Dick Greasley and Cliff Holland (700 Yamaha) winning 
ahead of Trevor Ireson and William Boldison (680 Konig) and 
Jeff Gawley and Ken Birch (700 Yamaha).

The 5 lap Four-Stroke race was won by Julian Soper (900 
Honda) from a trio of Seeley Nortons ridden by Andrew Trott, 
Bill Marks and Dave Cartwright.

The MCN Superbike Race over 10 laps was won by Barry 
Sheene (750 Suzuki) with Mick Grant (750 Kawasaki) in 
second and Barry Ditchburn (750 Kawasaki) in third.  This also 
turned out to be the eventual order for the overall 
championship with Sheene taking the title over 10 rounds.

The 250cc support race was won by Graham Hobbs from Neil 
Tuxworth and Graham Waring all on Yamahas.

The final event was an open 1000cc race won by Roger 
Marshall (750 Yamaha) with Cliff Carr (750 Yamaha) in second 
and Paul Smart (750 Suzuki) in third.

Andy Heathwood
23/5/12
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