
























































































John Player Transatlantic Trophy, Brands Hatch, 20 April 
1973

I was a spectator on the South Bank.

There was a full programme of events in addition to the two 
main Transatlantic Trophy races of 24 laps each run on the 
Brands short circuit.

The Production Race was won by Peter Williams on his 750cc 
Factory Norton Commando from Tony Smith on the Gus Kuhn 
Commando.  Williams set a new class race record and 
equalled the class lap record at 57.8s, a speed of 77.23mph.

In the first Trophy race there were several fallers including 
Cal Rayborn at Paddock Hill bend and Peter Williams on the 
exit from Druids.  The unlikely but highly capable winner was 
Dave Potter on his Kuhn Norton, followed by Yvon du Hamel 
(Kawasaki) and Doug Sehl (Harley Davidson).

The second Trophy race was won by the legendary Rayborn 
(Harley Davidson) from Paul Smart (Suzuki) and Peter 
Williams (John Player Norton).  Rayborn was a truly great 
rider on a machine that was barely competitive.  In 1972 he 
had won half of the Transatlantic Trophy races at the British 
circuits he was riding at for the first time.  Rayborn was a 
master at carrying high corner speed and drifting both wheels 
around the corners.  A sight and sound not to be forgotten.

Great Britain went on to win the series narrowly by 416 to 
398 with Peter Williams and Yvon du Hamel being the joint 
top points scorers with 84 points.

Sadly Cal Rayborn was killed in December 1973 riding a 
Suzuki TR500 twin at Pukekohe Park Raceway outside of 
Auckland, New Zealand.

Andy Heathwood
21/5/12


	Brands-Trans-1973.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-1.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-2.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-3.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-4.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-5.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-6.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-7.pdf
	Brands-Trans-1976-8.pdf

	Brands Hatch-1973-notes.pdf

