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BRITISH SUPERBIKE CONTENTS
CHAMPIONSHIP |

Welcome back to Brands Hatch for this, the 19th and
20th rounds of the 2001 British Superbike Championship.

As the season draws to climax, the battle to be Champion is
now an all-out fight to the finish between Steve Hislop on the
MonsterMob Ducati, and John Reynolds on his Red Bull Ducati.

These two have shown all year that they've got what it
takes, and it's tough when you realise that one of them has to
lose out on winning the most competitive championship of its
type in the world.

This weekend they return to Brands Hatch - not, this time,
on the sweeping curves and hills of the Grand Prix circuit, but
on the fast and furious, all-or-nothing twists and turns of the
Indy circuit.

It's a lights-to-flag leveller, where precision, accuracy and
nerve will be the order of the day, and where the short lap will
not allow riders to easily escape from the pack.

Of these, James Haydon, Sean Emmett, Michael Rutter, Paul
Brown, John Crawford and Shane Byrne will all be out to put
one over on Hislop and Reynolds, particularly as it's this time
of year that team managers and sponsors turn their thoughts
to next season.

British Eurosport will carry a live broadcast from the event,
and, as usual, the brilliant Brands action will be captured by
Octagon CSl for the ever-spectacular BBC TV Grandstand
coverage.

The racing from the supporting programme has been fast
and furious all season, and the action is set to continue here
at Brands Hatch.

Enjoy it all.

JOS FOULSTON

SERIES DIRECTOR, BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP
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_DAyTONA The UK

Do you want a sophisticated and more professional
karting experience?

For the last decade, Daytona have been offering
visitors the best in indoor and outdoor karting action.
Now part of Octagon Motorsports, Daytona heralds
the future of karting — the very best racing in
luxurious surroundings, with first-class conference and

dining facilities.

Would you like your clients to remember your
company for truly unique corporate hospitality?
Superb catering is available at all venues to suit any
number of visitors and the hospitality suites and
conferencing facilities available come fully equipped
to provide a unique opportunity for clients to impress.

To discuss how we can help you contact us today.

For Daytona @ Silverstone call 01327 320 425

« Premier Karting and Conference Venues

With five venues around the UK there really is no
other choice for karting.

Daytona London, Park Royal — Widely recognised as
the best for indoor karting, Daytona London brings
you everything you'd expect from the country's leading
karting operator.

Daytona@Silverstone, Northants — Three challenging
circuits within the legendary motorsport venue.
Whether it's corporate entertainment, endurance
racing, championships, juniors or just arrive & drive
sessions, we have everything you'll need.

Daytona International, Milton Keynes — Opened in
1996, this world-class venue was immediately recognised
as the premier pro-karting circuit for both amateurs
and enthusiasts.

Daytona Manchester — Situated in a brand new 50,000
square feet building, this venue combines exciting
racing with luxurious hospitality. The best in the
North-West.

Daytona Sandown Park - Set within the horseracing
venue, Daytona Sandown Park is one of the leading
outdoor pro-karting venues in the south-east.

For Daytona London, International and Sandown Park call 0208 961 3616

For Daytona Manchester call 01 61 876 0876

Dayrona



Lovely bubbly:
JR celebrates the
double at Knockhill
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WALKING AWAY FROM OULTON PARK'S SECOND ROUND
clutching two storming race wins, Steve Hislop's ti tle campaign was in full
swing. The carrot was dangling for John Reynolds and, come Knockhill, he
was eager to deny Hizzy any chance to extend his series lead. But there was
another rider who entered the equation — Niall Mackenzie.

Emerging from retirement to ride at his home track for the last time, triple
British champion Mackenzie qualified second. Riding a specially prepped
Clarion Suzuki he achieved a fifth and fourth respectively; indulging in several
dogfights with team-mate John Crawford and then Paul Brown. “This is the
last time I race — honestly!” Mackenzie confirmed. 'l wasn't worried if 1
finished first or tenth — I just wanted to give it my best.’

After clinching Superpole Reynolds proved unstoppable. With team-mate
Sean Emmett acting as a buffer between him and Hislop, JR racked up two
wins at the swift Fife circuit. Emmett was equally delighted with his season-
best second and third podium placements. Hislop’s weekend was difficult for
him to swallow: Pushing so hard in race one nearly sent him off at Duffus Dip.
He skittered through the gravel and wet grass to claim third. Race two
delivered him a second spot. ‘JR deserved the double,” Hislop later said. "He
found the groove and was away.’ Despite it being his home track, Knockhill is
his least favourite in the series.

Coming fourth in the first, James Haydon’s second race ended after running
into Crawford’s Suzuki on the first lap chicane, Kawasaki's return to the track
didn't go according to plan either. Michael Rutter was favourite to claim pole
in the wet, but crashed out at Clarke Curve. He walked away with 13th and
fifth despite his valiant efforts.

Round nine of the BSB Championship at Lincolnshire’s Cadwell Park
proved fruitful to flying Scot Hislop. Scoring another awesome double to
extend his lead over Reynolds, Hizzy kicked off his winning campaign by
shaving half a second off the lap record to seal another pole start. Suffering
from JR’s double victory at the previous Knockhill round, Hislop was
determined to stretch his lead on Cadwell’'s curves. He made the perfect




Own the country’s biggest and best
Motorsport Championships.

What better way to raise your product profile

Be our guest.

than through At Octagon Motorspo

sponsorship. With national and international TV and press you aré planning a

coverage of major events, opportunities to

activities and publications and the ability to promote your
name at high-profile venues across the country, Octagon

Motorsports can partner your organisation to
of awareness.

« Be the name associated with the British
Championship, British Superbike Champio
Formula 3's or the GT Championships.
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Leader of the pack:

Hislop in typical
flying Scot mode
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getaway in race one but Reynolds’ Ducati was in hot pursuit until it hit tyre
problems on the sixth storming lap. ‘Tt was a case of trying to hang on and
make the best of abad job,” Reynolds said.

Reynolds took a third and second in front of a record 33,500 Cadwell crowd.
He lost the number two slot in race one when Virgin Yamaha's Haydon made a
last lap dive through on the inside of himself and Sean Emmett. The second
race saw the Reve Red Bull duo pile the pressure on to Hislop, but their team
tactics could do nothing to stop him. Emmett and Haydon came in third and
fourth respectively after some aggressive dicing for valuable points.

Kawasaki’s Michael Rutter wrote off a bike in qualifying but fought back for
asixth and fifth. ‘For the first time in a long time I felt like [ was racing again,’
he said. Unfortunately the same couldn’t be said for his ex-team-mate, Steve
Plater, whose debuting Yamaha crashed in qualifying, which damaged his arm
for the main races. King Privateer Shane Byrne had his chances of an cighth
double smashed when his GSX-R Suzuki blew up in race two.

“That was good, just what I needed,’ summised Hislop, who now stands 20
points ahead of Reynolds. The defeated JR later admitted: “You can really see
why Steve’s such a legend. Nothing seems to faze him. He’s had a cc wuple of
tracks he likes— but I'm looking forward to Mallory and Brands. I'm not
finished yet.’

Famous last words indeed...

CURRENT STANDINGS
BSB Championship

Privateer Championship

1 STEVEHISLOP 389 8 SHANEBYRNE 150 1 SHANEBYRNE 400
2 JOHNREYNOLDS 369 9 JAMEROBINSON 99 2 LEEJACKSON 266
3 JAMESHAYDON 230 10 LEE JACKSON 92 3 GORDONBLACKLEY 192
4 SEAN EMMETT 206 1 STEVEPLATER 76 4 NIGELNOTTINGHAM 189
5 MICHAELRUTTER 166 12 NIGELNOTTINGHAM 59 5 DEANELLISON 185
6_PAUL BROWN 155 13 DAVE WOOD 57 6 DAVEWOOD s
7 JOHNCRAWFORD 152 14 DEAN ELLISON 56 7 JASONDAVIS 142
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A freshlyr determmed approa h is reag wards for Red Bull Ducati ace
John Reynolds in his private war wif ve Hislop for the BSB crown
WORDS BY ANDY DOWNES. PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOUBLE RED, GOLDANDGOOSE

THE'NEW? JOHN REYNOLDS SHOWELY
what he can do at the last round of the British
Superbike series at Knockhill - roaring to a
double win ahead of arch-rival Steve Hislop.

It was all part of the ‘Reynolds Plan’ to retake
the dominant position in the tussle for the
championship between the two esteemed
veterans of British racing.

Reynolds made the decision to become a
harder and less forgiving rival to Hislop after the
two suffered mixed forcunes while racing as
wildcards at the July World Superbike round at
Birands Hatch.,

In the short break that followed JR decided he
had cut Hislop enough slack and had to be
more determined about his approach to trying
to claim his second British Superbike
championship,

A great deal has been said about the pair



JOHN REYNOLDS

maturing with age and the like, but for Reynolds
the situation is far simpler. He's still damn fast on
amotorcycle and can still win races. Even more
importantly he still loves racing, The moment
one of these factors is removed he will hang up
his helmet. .

The 2001 season started off like a dream for
Reynolds. A few victories in the opening rounds
of the season filled him with confidence and it
was clear the new set-up at the Red Bull Ducati
team was working well despite having only a
short time to get sorted.

Reynolds started the season with a double win
at Donington Park before taking victory in the
first race at Silverstone. These triumphs allowed
him to take the early advantage in the series over
Hislop on the identical MonsterMob Ducati
996. When he continued winning at Snetterton
it looked like it was all going to go Reynolds’ way
in 2001.

a harder man. | kne
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But by Oulton Park Hislop had clearlyhad
enough of playing second fiddle to Reynolds and
the initiative soon started to slip the other way
with Hislop taking the lead and starting to
imprint his own hold over the championship.

Hislop’s new found determination was {
nowhere better demonstrated than at Oulton
Park where he managed to wrest two wins from ‘
Reynolds’ hands in the final laps —a double win
was duly Hislop’s.

When the championship reached Brands
Harch Hislop put on a faultless display to not
onlywin both races but also smash the outright
lap record —it’s fair to say he was riding better
than at any other time in his career.

Reynolds said: ‘T knew Hislop was going to be
strong —just not this strong, There have been
times this year where the simple fact is that he
has been riding better than me.

All of that is going to change now: [ went to
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to walk away from there with a double win'
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Knockhill with the determination to be a harder
man. I knew I had to do whatever it took to walk
away from there with a double win—if only to
make me remember what it was all about.

“Things like the Oulton Park situation should
never have happened. I should have been harder
at the time and not allowed Steve to get past me.
It would have been better for me to have blocked
him fairly than just let him go past me and take a1
couple of wins away from me.’ )

Reynolds duly dominated the Knockhill
weekend, taking pole position and two race wins
with Hislop making an uncharacteristic mistake
in race one that saw him almost erash out. It was
instead a heart-stopping moment as he lost
control and skidded across both the gravel trap
and wet grass before rejoining the race in third
place. For JR it was mission accomplished.

Reynolds had the advantage of having team-
mate Sean Emmett riding shotgun behind him

.

-

)






ﬂ 1 would never
waste anyone's
time if | didn't think
| was capable of
winning races and
the championship’

= \-I. : ‘_ ‘- 2
| -
il
lI|
j: - v o
:I throughetit the first race to m Edifficult for

the |)L|futli. 1m-

Tislop. He played the role
mate toa pntumh“ﬁ 1m|)1(amh|p Winness

Ay‘ﬂm cavalcade reac hcdlh:monf:wés
nore by luck th an Jucmmtthﬂtﬁiﬂcmand

Reynolds ble to take a victory apiece. Each
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as luckiestand hit by the fewest rivals.

! Be‘fomﬂmst‘artofthc season there were a lot

- ofsceptics who thought the step-up by heroes
Chris Walker and Neil Hodgson to World
‘Championship level was going to signal the end
of the British series as a source of competitive
action. And while no one can deny some of the
races have been untypically processional - not
usually the norm for BSB - there have also, it has

to be said, been some classic bartles.

But for Reynolds it has not been unexpected.
He said: ‘1 would never waste anyone’s time if 1
didn't think I'was capable of winning races and
the championship. The team owner, Ben Atkins,
has invested a lot of money in the team providing
us with the best bikes and a great team so I know
the rest is up to me.

‘Before the start of the season there was a lot
of talk about me and James Haydon being the
two men who were going to be chasing for the
title. People seemed to forget about Hislop and
so they were even more surprised when he
started heading up to the front of the races,

‘T wasn't surprised at all because I have known
Steve for years and I know how hard he canride
when his frame of mind is set to it.

Hangin' tough: A steely-eyed Reynolds
got his title aspirations back on track
with a double whammy at Knocikhill

‘Anyone who doesn't think the championship
is up to the standards of last year should
remember that at almost every round this year
where the weather has been dry, the lap times
have been quicker than last year—so clearly the
old men up the front are doing something right!’

He's not wrong — but Reynolds knows he gave
Hislop the psychological edge when he stated
publicly that the Ducati ace was ‘probably the
fastest man on earth at the moment’.

All of that came to an end in the week before
the Knockhill round. Reynolds said: ‘T knew I
was going to have to be a harder rider. That's the
extra bit that Steve had over me for a few rounds
because he was willing to go that little bit extra to
get the victory. The most important thing for me
to do is sort out qualifying— I need to be onthe







Faster internet downloads ahead.

ntl broadband internet puts you in the net's fast lane. «Your connection is always on, so gone is the delay of dialling-up.
«Download speeds of up to 512 kbps from our broadband fibre-optic network mean you can surf up to 9 times faster
than with a conventional dial-up connection. « A 1.5Mb video clip can be on your machine in around 30 seconds. And a

typical 5Mb mp3 track can be yours in just over a minute. « Which easily overtakes the old way of getting on the net.

ntl broadband internet isn’t available in all areas. Stop by at www.askntl.com for a demonstration and see

if it’s available to you. Or call 0800 183 5555. And prepare to get up to speed.

ntlzs broadband internet

www.askntl.com




DUCATI DREAMING
THE DUCATI 996 HAS GONE DOWN AS THE personnel, transport costs, rider wages,
most successful racing Superbike of all hospitality or testing - all of that is extra.
time. Not only does it have fantastic looks Years of development by Ducati has left
that make it a dream bike for many but the 996cc V-twin motor putting out over
boasts devastating performance, 165bhp with the latest fuel-injection and
John Reynolds' bike represents the engine management system making sure
best money can buy, and is available over the engine performs to its maximum.
the counter from Ducati Corse (the racing Aswell as the bike, the added-on
arm of Ducati) for those bike fans with components are vital: Ohlins suspension
enough cash and the right connections. front and rear and the same as those used
But because it's available to lease, at on the factory bikes of Troy Bayliss and
the heady cost of about £400,000 a year Ben Bostrom in 2000. The same is true of
for a two-rider team, that doesn't mean the Brembo brakes which have radially-
it's not special. mounted calipers for heat-spot reduction
For this money you get just the basic and less flex racing pressure.
racing package: four bikes and enough It all adds up to a bike that, with the
engines to keep them running. However, right team and rider, can beat the best in
this outlay does not extend towards the the world - as Neil Hodgson and Reynolds
massive costs of maintenance, team proved last year.

Power and glory: JR's Ducati looks the
biz, is the most successful Superbike
ever... and is available off the peg

JOHN REYNOLDS

front row of every round from now on so that I
am in the best position possible for the races -
especially at places like Cadwell where the track
is narrow and getting past people canbe a
difficult thing to do at the best of times.

“That's not going to happen anymore -1
proved I can beat him at Knockhill and I will
continue to do that and hopefully win the ]
championship.”

Reynolds also has the added bonus of loving
the Cadwell Park track —and he’s predictinga
memorable clash with Hislop this weekend.

He said: ‘It’s a good track for everyone but not
everyone likes it as much as Steve and 1 do, so
that might be to our advantage.

‘I am hoping that some of the other riders can
start to get up there a bit more often. My team-
mate, Sean Emmett, was right on the pace at
Knockhill so there could be some good scraps to
come later in the year,”

With the championship moving into the last
four rounds Reynolds knows he cannot let his
new-found determination slip for a moment.
And Hislop knows he has to get back on the pace
as soon as possible if he is to try and reclaim the
points lead he once had,

As the championship battle reaches boiling

' patiteheada small
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WORDS BY ADAM MORRIS SEXIPH

IN THE FRAME

LIKE the engines of Superbikes, the frames are not exactly
the same as the roadbikes they're based on. Under the
rules they have to be the same, but that means the same

POWERPLANT

A COMPLETE engine for a competitive front runner in the
e class will set you back the thick end of £42.000,
don't get an engine like a road bike with a bit of
atune. Yes, you get the crankcases like a road bike - but just
ahout everything else is changed to give you a reliable
17Gbhp motor that is capable of propell ing you to the sort of
180mph speeds you'll be needing on Britain’s fastest
circuits. Within the engine, items fike valves are lighter so
they can apen and close more quickly, When matched to
lighter pistons, conrods and crankshatts, the whale set-up
allows higher peak revs - giving more pawer - and lets the
engine, and therefore the bike, accelerate f
reliable, race engines have a short service [ife
rebuild them after every race meeting, adding to the cost.
Oh, and you'll need ane per bike plus a couple of spares just
in case. Minimum of six is £252,000,

design. Where the road bikes are bult to a certain

production tolerance for practicality, the frames destined to .
race are hand-built with care to ensure they are precisely as ’_:
ners intended. The rules also allow internal

Invisible to the eye, the frame itra x
bracing to eliminate the flexing hard track use creates,
Meanwhile the suspension doesn't have to be the same at
all. Team specialists can strip and rebuild every part to Al
make the tiniest of adjustments so a massive range of -
cdl o e ik -
spare parts is needed, Total cost is £40,000 per bike, for B

four bikes that's £160,000, And, on top of all this, don't
s forget to allow for potential crash damage costs,

for each bike, Seven people is a lot, you might
think, but it stillisn't enough. There are also the tyre
technicians, a suspension guru and an electronics man to
plug a laptop into the bike's computer and make instant
changes to the ignition. Add to this a couple of trainees fo
fetch and carry, clean the bikes after every practice and
generally learn their craft. Then all these people need to eat
sothere'll be a couple ¢ fs in there and maybe some
waiting staff, And if you've got big sponsors to promote
you'll need a couple of girls on the grid in team colours
holding umbrellas over the riders. A major team in British
Superbikes has a pit lane presence up to 20 strong. Not all
are full-time but few are volunteers. Its hard to quote an
exact price since incomes vary hugely from job to job and
team to team, but this is a major component of the £40,000

cost toa top team for one race weekend.

BITS ‘N’ PIECES

BRAKE pads are another consumable - a set will last one or
two races - and, as w

negating the cos fall into the same
ared, along with oil - that's why the m of every fairing
has logos for tyres, oil, brake pads and chains. Fugl,
however, is a major cost to teams as they must all use a
controlled source to ensure nok C
high-octane mixture that gives mare power. While the
British Superbike series enforces a strict unleaded rule,
sadly for the poorer teams, they can't just fill up at their
local Esso station. The fuel is supplied in cans byElfanda
Z5-litre drum costs abiout £65 - or £2.60 a litre. When you're
thrashing a highly tuned engine around a track it works
wonders for your fuel economy - it get down to 25mpq or
5.5 miles per litre. With two races at 40 miles, plus at least
the same again in testing you'll need a minimum of 30
litres. With two riders, 60 litres (or three drums) is £195,
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Steve Hislop's season has hing short of miraculous considering
he was sidelined by a broken ast season. Now the MonsterMob
Ducati ace has his sights fir on the number one plate

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GOLDANDGOOSE%

8



THIS SEASON HAS BEEN INCREDIBLE

really. Aftersitting out half of last season, I got the
chance toride Neil Hodgson’s old Ducati 996 with
Paul Bird’s team. [ knew it would be good - Hodgy
won the title on it last year.

I knew I could be competitive too, and I wanted
towin but I didn't think I'd get on such aroll. T
didn’t expect it to be just me and John Reynolds
going for the title. I thought the others like James
Haydon would be right there with us and winning
a few races. I've had a period when [ won five races
on the trot and I've had three double wins as well -
two at Oulton Park and one at Brands Harch. 1
originally thought this year was the first time I'd
won a double but I also did it at Cadwell Park and
Brands in 1995

At Donington Park I felt my way into riding the
Ducati. Reynolds did the double there but I wasn't
really happy with the bike. I got my first win at
Silverstone and that led to five on the trot which is
amazing.

Until Knockhill I was going well. But I hadn't
raced there since 1998. Last year I was out witha
broken neck and the year before I was... shall we
say; between jobs? I tested there a while ago and
thought I'was on the pace but, on race day,
Reynolds just found a Scalextric groove. He was
unbeatable round there wet and dry. Even Michael
Rutter fell off trying to keep up with his superpole

| knew | could be competitive... | wanted
to win, but | didn't think I'd get on such
aroll. I didn't expect it to be just me and
John Reynolds going for the title’

pace and he’s the man for the wet. In the second
race | just had to give up—I couldn’t do anything
about him.

Hopefully that's the low point to the season.
Cadwell Park is one of my favourite circuits.
Knockhill isn't. It was John's weekend there—I've
got to make it mine here at Cadvwell. For the rest of
the season the Brands short circuit should be okay
—it’s asimilar set-up to the full circuit and I have
won there. Mallory could be alottery as there’s
only one passing place, but it should give a good
close race, like Thruxton, We'll have to see about
Rockingham —we’re having a test there first to
look at the track. And the season climaxes at
Donington! It'll be brilliant. When we were there
before, John won but 1 was pole at the WSB race
and third in the first race —so I think it'll be a much
better BSB race for me this time around.

In between the races I've been re-decorating
my new house. In the past I've usually been
motocrossing, mountain-biking or in the gym.
Last year I was always out with Neil Hodgson but
this year we can't use the bikes because of the foor
and mouth restrictions, and [ hardly see Neil with
him doing WSB. But the decorating is hard work —
it’s like having a proper job! But it's therapeutic as
it takes my mind off the racing, Every spare
moment has been spent on that,

For the future, I really want the number one
plate this year and I'll definitely race in 2002. 1
don't knowwhat Paul Bird is doing next season but
I hope I've done enough to keep him happy. He
has spoken about WSB and it would be great to
finish off with a full season at world level. I've
never had a full year at that level —just a few rides
here and there—but it takes a big budget. Here's
hoping though...

If you think you could fill Steve
Hislop's boots, now’s the chance

to find out. We've got a pair of the
MonsterMob Ducati 996 rider's
race-winning boots to give away

to one lucky bike fan. Want to win?
Simply answer the easy question
below, and send your answer on a
postcard, together with your name,
address and telephone number to:
Hislop’s Boots Competition,

Ange! House, 338-346 Goswell Road,
London ECIV QP

Entry deadline is September 17 2001.
Usual Emap competition rules apply.
Only one entry allowed per household,
and the editor’s decision is final

Which bike does Hislop race
in the British Superbike
Championship?

a) Ducati 916

b) Ducati 955
¢) Ducati 996




SCHOOL DAZE

Forget boring old maths and history, the high-octane lessons that really matter will leave you dizzy with
exhilaration and cornering like a budding world champ. The Carl Fogarty Academy will teach you how
WORDS BY JON SMITH. PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHARLIE MAGEE
















































































































