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. Emma Carter
| “As lubricants partner of Team Kawasaki
we are delighted to continue our
sponsorship in 2000° — says Emma
Carter of Totatfina (6B) Ltd.

“All the products the Team use are
exactly the same as those available in
your local TOTAL lubricant stockist. So if
you want your bike to run like a racer

 insist on TOTAL just like Team Kawasaki.”

KRC TRACKDAYS |
2000 DATES ,.

Kawasaki Riders Club members can now ride the
8| <ame tracks as their racing heroes on a TOTAL KRC
Track day. Run by ex-6P rider and TT winner, Roger
Burnett, TOTAL KRC track days are the ideal chance
for KRC members to learn more about machine
handling in a fun and controlled track environment.

For more information about the KRC and
TOTAL KRC Track days call 01652 688984 or
e-mail : krerbp@aol.com

Date Circuit Members Mon-Members
Aprit 5 Donington Park £120 £135
May2  Snetterton £99 £115
June & Mallory Park £99 £115

June 29  Silverstone £169 £180 |

July25  Mallory Park £99 £115
pug?  Oulton Park €109 £120
Aug 17  Donington Park £120 £135
Aug29  Cadwell Park £89 £99
Donington Park ~ £120 £135

Sept 20
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2000
BRITISH SUPERBIKE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Welcome

THE British Superbike Championship has never been in such good health. With nine
works teams and a marauding gaggle of privateers, the British series can lay claim
to being the toughest and most competitive national championship in the world.
There are young guns hungry for their first victory such as James Toseland in the
Honda Vimto squad to wily veterans such as triple-British champion Niall Mackenzie
on the INS-supported Ducati. With so many riders burning to win the title, the action
will be nothing short of explosive.

Which is brilliant news for race fans and what better venue to gasp in awe at the
close-quarter dicing than the spectacular Brands Hatch. In ‘99 the Kent circuit
welcomed over 121,000 fans to witness Carl Fogarty in full charge against his World
Superbike rivals and it's easy to see why. The picturesque nature of the track makes
it exciting for riders and spectators alike.

Whether you stand at Paddock Hill Bend to watch the riders as they pour off the
<tart line and attempt to muscle their way in to the lead, or stand at Druids Bend as
37 riders bash elbows and fairings to be the first one round, you'll be sure to
-apture the action close-up. But no matter where you watch, you're guaranteed to
«itness the finest domestic series the world of racing has to offer.

We'd also like to welcome you to a new-look programme. The programme is
oigger, better and designed to give you the latest insight into the world of racing.
ot only do we preview the 2000 BSB season and give the low-down on the
-_nners and riders starting on page 6, but we also reveal why the experts are
- oping Niall Mackenzie as the man to beat this season (page 28). Then there is the
“_Il quide to the wealth of support races with details on the bikes and the riders to
watch for (page 33).

4nd finally, to make your stay at Brands as enjoyable as possible we've given you
-~¢ latest race gossip and useful info to maximise your race day fun on page 18.

2ut now the war of words is over, the pre-season testing is finished and it's time
-~ find out who is the fastest on the track. Gentlemen, start your engines.
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The war of words is over,

now it's time for the battle of
the bikes at Brands. Nine works teams, 17 riders and a

gaggle of privateers stake their claim to the BSB crown

THE BRITISH SUPERBIKE SERIES IS GO.
After a winter of race bike preparation, intensive
fitness programmes for riders and pre-season
track testing, the racers now have it all to prove
when the lights turn green. With 17 works riders
and five different manufacturers looking for glory,
the stage is set for an almighty scrap for BSB
honours. So the rider that is going to claim the
crown will have to be fast, mentally tough and race
oneof the best superbikes in the paddock.

But building a fast, reliable superbike isn't easy.
First, you have to take the best road bike strip away
the road-going junk like lights, mirrors and
indicators and tune the engine towithinan inch of
its life. The best top iSomph at the fastest tracks

which is why the suspension and brakes asx
uprated to the best race kit money can bux
Under superbike rules factories can race s
with one of three engine configurations: T
ovlinders up to roooce, three cylinders up to goses
(never yet used) or four cylinders up to 7500c. | 4
might seem strange that bikes in the same classdie
notall have the same size engines but each of thes:
designs is capable of developing roughly cges
power - typically around 165bhp. All s e
production-based four-stroke motorcydies, amndl
The Ducati Mhmﬁﬂydﬁw
the name suggests it has a 996cc engine winT
means it is also a twin-cylinder design. The Il






‘The stage is set
forana mlqhty
- scrap for the
BSBhonours

TEAM: INS Ducati
BIKE: Ducati 996
ENGINE: 996cc,
liquid-cooled V-twin
POWER: 1600hp
TOP SPEED: 180mph

NIALL MACKENZIE
AGE: 38

LAST YEAR: 7th British
Superbikes

Br{tlsh Superblke champlon
596/7/8; 4th in 500GP
championship 1990 s
MACKENZIE starts this year as
the favourite in many peomes

sport. What his age does give
him is the experience of around
two decades of racing from club
level to the blue riband SOOGP
class to draw on and he knows
how to use it. He's motivated, he
wants to win another title and
he's got the ride left vacant by
champion Troy Bayliss who has
gone to race in America.

See page 28 for in-depth interview
with Niall Mackenzie




STEVE HISLOP

AGE: 38

LAST YEAR: Sth British
CHRIS WALKER Superbikes
AGE: 27 TEAM: Red Bull Ducati CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
LAST YEAR: 2nd British BIKE: Ducati 996 British Superbike champion
Superbikes lF"'F'NE 996cc, 1995;10 Isle of Man TT
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: iguidreanied ¥ b wins

G : POWER: 160bhp
British Superbike runner-up

1997/8/9

ON the brink of a GP ride for
this year, Walker finally chose to
stay in Britain. While his fans are
praying this will be the year he'll
take the British title many
would also have liked to see him
compete with the best riders in
the world in GPs simply because
they believe he belongs there.
Wherever and whatever he
rides they've become used to
him riding in an outrageously
sideways style - watch by all
means but don't try to imitate!

AGE: 34

Superbikes

TOP SPEED: 180mph

JOHN REYNOLDS
LAST YEAR: 3rd British

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
British Superbike champion
1992; 14th 500GPs 1994;
10th World Superbikes 1995

IF you like a flutter then
Reynolds is probably the safest
bet around. Rivals rate him as a
man who must never be

HIZZY, as he's popularly known,
is @ man on a mission. He's out
to beat former team-mate Niall
Mackenzie on the bike they

both rode last year. Mackenzie
struggled with Yamaha's new
R7 but Hislop found it suited
him perfectly. This year the
team has more money thanks
to a big commitment from
Richard Branson's Virgin Mobile
phone network and full backing
from Yamaha which is keen to
restore its name as a race
winner. Hizzy will do everything
he can to help them.

SEASON PREVIEW

TEAM: INS Ducati
BIKE: Ducati 996
ENGINE: 996cc,
liquid-cooled Y-twin
POWER: 160bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

= 3

NEIL HODGSON

AGE: 26

LAST YEAR: 4th British
Superbikes

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 9th
World Superbikes 1997; 1ith
500GP 1995

ANYONE who witnessed the
selfless way Hodgson helped
team-mate Troy Bayliss to the
title last year knows he's a man
any racer would love to have

overlooked simply because he's
always up there with the front
runners. Despite his final third

alongside them. That's a
strength for the team but this
year, with the talented Niall

E‘*t:fg;][&?l T‘."I’E‘G Suzuki place last year only one man ;IE::E(W@R Ygg.'aha Mackenzie as his new team-
presen arion - s Yamana +
BIKE: Suzuki GSX-R750 won mare races.than him am_j ENGINE: 750cc, mate, he neeQS to be a bit _
ENGINE: 750cc, that was champion Troy Bayliss. fuel-injected, in-line four more selfish |'f he wants to win
fuekinjected, in-line four His only weakness is luck - POWER: 160bhp the title for himself. There's no
POWER: 165bhp though he isn't a regular TOP SPEED: 180mph doubting his bike’s a race

TOP SPEED: 180mph

mmachine, which won the world title last year as well as the
Bexsh championship, is not only a great racer but one of the
mwosz beautiful bikes ever built. The single-sided rear swingarm,
wiach leaves the whole right side of the rear wheel exposed,
amd the twin exhaust cans tucked under the seat are two
=ademark features of the Iralian-built 996. The Ducati was
s meroduced as the 916, it went through a 955 capacity
sesore the current 996, and has taken Britain's Carl Fogarty to
warworkd titles. What's more, top British teams INS and Red

crasher he seems more injury
prone than his rivals when he
does visit the gravel.

Bull run the Italian race bikes with the help of factory backing
- need we say more?

Afteryears of campaigning V-four engined 750cc machines
Honda finally decided to build its own 1000cc twin. This s the
debut season for the VIRiooo SP-1 so it's an unknown
quantity. It's gone well in World Superbike testing and looks to
be competitive there, but the bikes that will contest the British
championship aren't identical to the world championship
machines so it's impossible to judge how good they'll be until

winner and with a year's
experience on it he has a real
chance of taking the crown.

‘The Ducati
996 has taken
Britain's Carl
Fogarty to four
world titles'
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PAUL BROWN
JAMES HAYDON AGE: 3
AGE: 26 y- LAST YEAR: 8th British e Nationai Trres Suzulé
LAST YEAR: 5th British TEAM: Harris Honda Supersport 600 presented by Clarion
Superbikes BIKE: VTRI000SP-1 CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: BIKE: Suzuki GSX-R750
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 5th Lt British Supersport 600 el
British Superbikes; 21st S00GP kin i champion 1997; British 250 et bl
championship 1996 TOP SPEED: 180mph champion 1991/2/3 TOP SPEED: 180mph
FOR 2000 Haydon has LAST year's eighth place e
switched from Suzuki to Ducati doesn't look good for a man MCNshig
in a move that fans hope will with four national titles to his
help him end his reputation for name but he was hit by bike

crashing. As much as the
number of crashes he had, it
was the spectacular style and
his amazing ability to bounce
back apparently uninjured that
caught the attention. Haydon
wants - and deserves - aridein
World Superbikes and he knows
that a good showing in the
British championship would do
that quest a world of good.

TEAM: Red Bull Ducati
BIKE: Ducati 996
ENGINE: 996cc,
liquid-cooled W-twin
POWER: 160bhp
TOP SPEED: 130mph

‘Speed-loving
bikers were
raised on
Suzuki
GSX-R750s

;—4

SEAN EMMETT
AGE: 29
LAST YEAR: 6th British
Superbikes

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 15th
500GP World Championship
1994

EMMETT is a race-winning rider
but his seasons tend to lack
consistency - he could win one
race and finish mid-table in race
two. However, the bike he's
riding this year will be a bigger
factor than his own talents.
Honda has launched an all-new
V-twin machine in an atternpt to
challenge the dorinant Ducatis,
but few bikes are successfulin
their first year. His main aim
could be to finish as the best
Honda rider.

they turn a wheel in anger. Like all new bikes it could be a
revelation ora flop. The weight of history suggests the latter
but Honda has spent so much time and money developing
the SP-1 it could be the firm to buck the trend.

Based on an expensive production model that is built in
limited numbers, Yamaha's four-cylinder, 750¢c R7isarare
sight on the road. However, with six factory bikes and a
number of privateers also running the Japanese machine, if
you want to see one the place to be is British Superbikes. It

failures and only finished six of
the 12 races. The 600cc class is
known as a tough learning
ground and it means that if
nothing else he won't be afraid
of fighting with the established
stars of the class. As a
newcomer to superbikes he has
a lot to learn and he'll have his
work cut out to stay with
experienced tea m-mate Hislop.

TEAM: Virgin Yamaha
BIKE: Yamaha R7
ENGINE: 750cc,
fuel-injected, in-line four
POWER: 160bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

JOHN CRAWFORD
AGE: 30

LAST YEAR: British
Supersport 600 champion
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
British Supersport 600
champion 1998/9

THE step up in capacity from
600cc to 750cc and the switch
from treaded to slick tyres
hasn't intimidated the
supersport champion if pre-
season testing is anything to go
by. He was as quick as team
mate Chris Walker in pre-season
testing in Spain. He also has a
reputation for reliability that
matches John Reynolds. If he
carries that form over to the
superbike class he will certainty
be making a number of visits to
the podium.

suffered teething troubles in its debut season last vex
Problems with crankshafts hit reliability while a ve=
complicated fuel-injection system made it hard tosetup =
suit different conditions. Those areas have now b
addressed by the factory and it should be amore comperes=
package for the 2000 season.

Ageneration of speed-loving bikers were raised on Suzs.
GSX-R750s and the latest model keeps the performanc
image of the original very much alive. However, the m



STEVE PLATER

AGE: 31

LAST YEAR: 2nd British
Supersport 600

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
British Supersport 600

runner up

MORE than any other of the
supersport riders Plater has
earned a reputation for being
aggressive both with his bike
and his racing. He'll throw the
bike around like he's wrestling a
bull and he doesn't give an inch
to his rivals when it comes to
fighting for a line into a corner.
The Kawasaki has a reputation
as a hard bike to set-up well but
it worked fine for Chris Walker,
another physical rider, so it
should respond well to Plater's
technique.

TEAME: Kawasaki

BEKE: Kawasaki ZX-TRR
EMGINE: 750cc,
iquid-cooled, in-line four
POWER: 165bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

.o not ook like the models you'll see in showrooms now:
sz has opted to develop the new bike away from the race
=& thes vearand is instead racinga development of the 1999

TEAM: Kawasaki

BIKE: Kawasaki ZX-TRR
ENGINE: 750cc,
liquid-cooled, in-line four
POWER: 165bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

MICHAEL RUTTER

AGE: 27

LAST YEAR: 27th 500GP
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 3rd
British Superbikes 1997

HIS 27th place in 500GPs looks
bad on paper but the bike was
so slow it's as much as anyone
could expect to get on it.
Despite that he's learned a lot
about racing in the GP world
and he's already an experienced
superbike racer. He has a riding
style that should complement
the talents of Yamaha's R7
perfectly and he's so fast in the
wet his rivals suspect he has
webbed feet. He's raced with
the best in the world and could
easily cause a few surprises in
his return to the British
championship.

PETER GODDARD

AGE: 35

LAST YEAR: 12th World
Superbikes

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: World
Endurance champion 1997; 15th
500GP 1992; 9th WSB 1998

THERE'S always a fast
Australian or two in the British
championship and this time it's
up to Goddard to keep the
Aussie national anthem playing.
He spent last season getting
Italian manufacturer Aprilia's
all-new RSV Mille up to speed in
World Superbikes and was
rewarded with the sack. He's
never raced the Kawasaki
before and doesn't know our
tracks but he's experienced, fast
and has a smooth riding style
that should help him get better
results than many people
expect - especially if it rains.

I,
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TEAM: RSS Level 3
BIKE: Yamaha R7
ENGINE: 750cc,
fuel-injected, in-line four
POWER: 160bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

world superbike record in pre-season testing at the Albacete
circuit in Spain, 5o Chris and the Suzuki should be bartling for
rostrum finishes right from the start of the new season.

SEASON PREVIEW & &

TEAM: Vimto Honda
BIKE: Honda VTR1I000 5P
ENGINE: 999¢c,
liquid-cooled, V-twin
POWER: 160bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

JAMES TOSELAND
AGE: 19

LAST YEAR: 1ith World
Supersport

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 1ith
World Supersport

THE youngest man in the series
is by no means the least
experienced. He returns to the
UK from two seasons in a world
championship. Unfortunately
they were tough years that saw
him scuppered by a bike that
was clearly slower than his
rivals. He has a quiet manner
that hides a talented and
determined rider but, like Sean
Emmett, he faces another
tough year with Honda's brand
new VTRI000 SP-1. He is alsoin
a one-rider team which puts
him at a disadvantage in terms
of race preparation.

‘Kawasaki's
ZXTRRIs

e fmmes. a situation allowed under the championship rules.
T Sesrwkii has a reputation for being fast but lacking power
= e muddle of the rev range. The factory claims it has found
2 wemmer balance for 2000 and new Suzuki rider Chris Walker
22 dweach marched the bike's lap record pace at Mallory Park
= Lexessershire. More impressively, Chris lapped close to the

Kawasaki's ZX-7RR is due for amajor update next year and
shows its age by being the only bike still running on
carburettors rather than fuel injection. It also hasa reputation
for being difficult to set-up but despite those "handicaps” it
took second in the British championship last year. Other than
two new riders, the biggest change for this year is a switch from

showing its age
but it still came
second INn 1999



?—— "

[
44 SEASON PREVIEW

DAVID JEFFERIES

AGE: 27

LAST YEAR: Senior, F1 and
Production TT winner
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: Triple
victory at 1999 Isle of ManTT

ANYONE brave enough to pilot
a highly tuned road bike around
the 3772 miles of the Isle of
Man TT circuit deserves respect
and Jefferies has certainly
earned it. The same tuners who
built his TT bikes are preparing
the Yamaha R7 he'll race inthe
superbike series so he knows
he's with a winning team
already. Bravery isn't in short
supply but with so many works
teams around him he knows
he'll have to use all he's got.

TEAM: 02+

BIKE: Yamaha R7
ENGINE: 750cc,
fuel-injected, in-line four
POWER: 1600hp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

The BSB series
is the toughest
and most

competitive in
he world’

TEAM: RSS Level 3
BIKE: Yamaha RT
ENGINE: 750cc,
fuel-injected, in-line four
POWER: 160bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

PAUL YOUNG
AGE: 30
LAST YEAR: 10th overall and
privateer cha mpion British
Superbikes

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
British Superbike privateer
champion 1999

ANOTHER Aussie to keep Peter
Goddard company, Young has a
year's experience here and he
used it to good effect by making
himself top privateer and
embarrassing a few works
riders along the way. This year
it's harder because there are
more works machines out there
and he has a fast and
experienced team matein the
shape of Michael Rutter. The
quality of the machinery he'll be
provided with this year will give
him the chance to really open
some eyes.

race bike suspension so it

Ohlins to WP suspension. Ohlins is currently the name in
is a major gamble for Kawasaki to
make the swap. Ifit pays offit will keep an aging machine on
the pace for another year. The change also means the British
team will use the same suspension package as the world
championship race squad, giving them extra and very
welcomed development feec Iback.

But with the bike’s performance seemingly matched on
paper, it’s going to be the team that gets the most out of its

MATT LLEWELLYN
AGE: 32
LAST YEAR: Aprilia RS250

Challenge champion TEAM: Harris Honda
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: BIKE: Honda VTRIO00 SP-1
runner-up British Superbikes ENGINE: 999CC,
19957 liguid-cooled W-twin

: POWER: 160bhp
LLEWELLYN was aman TOP SPEED: 180mph

seemingly dogged by bad luck
last year: he la nded some one-
off rides filling in for other
British Superbike riders buta
promising start was cut short
when he broke his wrist in
mountain bike accident. S0
much for keeping fit. A full-time
ride should benefit him
enormously. He knows these
bikes are a world away from the
2505 he spent most of last
<eason on but he'll have a steep
learning curve as one of I7

works riders.
DUNLOF

SHANE BYRNE

AGE: 22

LAST YEAR: 15th British
Superbikes

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 15th
British Superbikes 1999

WHY is 15th place a highlight?
Because it was achieved after
competing in just four of the @
rounds last year. This year the
pressure will be much higher as
Byrne faces a full su perbike
season on a bike that is
unproven - the new Honda
VTRIO00 SP-1. While team-
mate Sean Emmett will be out
to stamp his authority on the
team, Byrne must not let
himself get downhearted if
things start badly. Thisisstilla
learning year for him.

TEAM: 02+
BIKE: Yamaha R7
ENGINE: 750cc,
fuel-injected, in-line four
POWER: 160bhp

TOP SPEED: 180mph

super bike racer that's likely to win. Wh ile outright speed=
important sois power ¢ fclivery and reliability. Another Excees
that can play amajor role is how well the teams are
the factories to help develop the bike through the scasom.
And with nine works teams and 17 title-hungry rde=
gunning for glory it's easy to sc¢ why the Baisd
championship s the most competitive and toughes
domestic series in the world. But this is all great news forme

fans —yuu'rc guar;mrcc[l extremely close racing,
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==zl the biggest motorbike tyre retailer in the UK, now has
* 20 centres offering the LOWEST TYRE PRICES in the country.

=REE now to be connected to your nearest centre.

0808 1000001

SPONSORS OF TEAM SUZUKI

ore (& °©
TYRES

EXHAUSTS |
BATTERIES |
STEERING (
BRAKES (

SUSPENSION (

TYRES AND AUTOCARE

NATIONA L@

www.national.co.uk

































































































