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When compared with the high-flying
antics of motocross and the knee-
dragging speeds of road racing,
MotoTrials (or "Observed Trials") is
definitely the ballet of motorcycle
competition. While big air and speed
sometimes playa part in MotoTrials,
balance, throttle control, and steady
nerves are the main ingredients
necessary to be successful.

To promote the MotoTrials National
Series, the North American Trials
Council (NATC) was organized

in 1973 through the efforts of Dr
Wiltz Wagner, a micro-pulmonary
research scientist from Denver,
CO. At the time, the council had

two major goals: create a national
championship series, and take over
the task of organizing the American
round of the FIM international
championship series.

Representatives of clubs and
organizations located in trials areas
across the country meet annually
to update the competition format
and rules, create a schedule for the
following year, and select asite for
the US World Round:

A unique feature of the council
meeting is the absence of voting.
All matters are resolved with open
discussion.

2021 EVENT SCHEDULE

Trial Store

AMA/NATC MotoTrials Series
Eastern Series Rnd 1 &2 - June 19-20
Farrandsville, Pennsylvania
www.durtydabbers.com

Eastern Series Rnd 3 &4 - June 26-27
Little Hocking, Ohio

www.dabtracker.com

Western Series Rnd 1 &2 « July 31 - Aug. 1
Kingman, Arizona
www.centralarizonatrials.org

Western Series Rnd 3&4 - October 2-3
Tillamook, Oregon

www.observedtrials.com
Next Gen Youth Trials — Fri & Sat at Q
each event presented by OSET (AMA

Card required except strider class) Free Entry

Other Supported Events:

Youth & Women’s
Open Nationals:

East - July 1-3 (3-day event)
Trials Training Center, Sequatchie, TN
www.trialstrainingcenter.com

West - July 23-25 (3-day event)
Turkey Rock, CO
www.rockymountaintrials.org

50th El Trial De Espaia * Oct 9-10
Cahuilla, CA  www.socaltrials.com

Ute Cup * August 21 & 22 « Colorado
www.rockymountaintrials.org
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SO WHAT IS TRIALS? |

A SPECTATOR'S GUIDE TO
SCORING OBSERVED TRIALS

Sometimes described as
"parkour on dirt bikes," the
sport of trials is a test of man
and machine against the
course.

THE MACHINE - trials bikes
are amazingly capable, low-
maintenance machines.
Designed without seats to
allow riders to gain more "leg
suspension travel" for large
obstacles, these bikes are
built to excel at extremely
tight, difficult riding

Trials tires are made of
extremely soft rubber
designed to flex at low
pressure; typically run

at 4-5 PSI depending on
riding conditions, the goal
is to produce as much grip
as possible to assist in
overcoming obstacles.

Maintenance of these
machines is also rather
straightforward, with

basic air filter cleaning,
chain lubrication, and the
occasional gearbox and fork
oil change. Because the
machines do not typically

spend much time at redline,
the well-designed engines
seem to last forever

THE EVENT - A typical event
consists of a trail (or "loop")
several miles in length Along
this loop, multiple competition
"sections" are marked off with
ribbon Most local events
have classes ranging from
Beginner to Expert, allowing
everyone an opportunity to
compete regardless of skill
level Each class rides a
different route through each
of the sections, with the goal
of getting from the START
gate to the END gate with as
few points as possible.

Only one rider is allowed to
enter the section at a time.
At the end of the section, a
"checker" will score the rider
and punch his/her scorecard.

Riders must complete the
designated number of loops
in order to complete the
event. The rider with the
fewest points at the end of
the event is considered the
winner
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"CLEAN"

1POINT

9 POINT

the ultimate goal of every rider; zero
points are scored for a section when the
rider does not make any mistakes (i.e.
has a perfect ride)

a dab refers to any time the rider
touches the ground or an obstacle with
his/her foot; each dab counts as one
point towards the rider's total score

a minder can be thought of as a rider's
assistant; they help carry parts, talk
through section strategy, and help catch
the bike with large obstacles

a single point is gained each time a rider
dabs, or leans a handlebar or their body
against an obstacle; as long as the rider
does not do anything that would earn
them a 5 POINT PENALTY, they can
receive a maximum of 3 points for the
section

(*the rider may rotate his/her foot without
additional points)

the maximum point penalty for a section,

a "five" is given for failure to complete a
section; this can be from stalling, rolling
backwards, passing through a gate
backwards, passing through a gate of
another class, displacement of a gate
marker, modifying a section (i.e. moving
rocks/logs), rider's minder touches the bike
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Pro RIDER #1
Pat Smage

FROM: Elkhorn, WI
DOB: July 28, 1990
TEAM: Sherco

SPONSORS: FactoryONE/Sherco USA, Motul, S3,
FunnelWeb Filter, HBD MotoGrafx,
P3 Carbon, VP Racing Fuels,
SKF, Motion Pro, Galfer Brakes,
Progressive Insurance, Dunlop

2019 was the record breaking year for this Wisconsin
native. Pat was able to sweep all rounds of the 2019
Series on his way to his 11th Championship! With the
series being a non-starter in 2020, Pat had to focus his
training on maintaining his form and expanding abilities
throughout the year. Now looking forward to the 2021
season, he sits in unimaginable territory, with his 11th
Championship, he now eclipsed Geoff Aaron, the
AMA/NATC 10-time Champion. 2021 may be Pat’s
12th Championship, although there is a young group of
riders pulling ever closer to giving Pat a challenge for the
championship.

How long can this great Champion hold on? It will be our
pleasure to watch and see...
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Pro RIDER #2
Alex Niederer

FROM: Bradenton, FL
DOB: October 8, 1993
TEAM: Beta

SPONSORS: Beta USA, TrialStoreUSA.COM, Jitsie,
Motul USA, HBD Graphx, Boyesen,
Hammer Nutrition, CrossFit Lena

Alex Niederer, originally from Austria, moved to the USA in late
2011. In 2012 he practiced on his man-made obstacles in his
backyard with his sights on competing in the NATC MotoTrials
series. In 2013 he entered his first National in New York
finishing fifth on day one; on day two, he won the Expert class,
stunning all the other competitors. He was now on the map!

Now a veteran in the Pro class, Alex is a true contender. At the
first day of the Arkansas National in 2018, Alex sustained a hip
injury after a simple fall which took him out for the weekend.
Missing only two events, Alex worked himself from a hospital
bed back to competing in the final two rounds in California to
salvage third for the year In 2019 Alex finished what he started
in 2018, and wrapped up second in the series on the final day
of competition in Oregon.

Switching brands to Beta for 2021 will give Alex a fresh outlook
and a new team, the only thing left is the top of the podium!
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Pro RIDER #3
Karl Davis Jr

FROM: Daytona Beach, FL
DOB: June 24, 1992
TEAM: Vertigo

SPONSORS: Vertigo USA, Lewisport USA, Global
Racing Oils, S3 parts, Motoland
Trials, Dunlop, Alpinestars

2019 represented Karl’s first full year of competition
since 2016. With a nail biting finish at the final event in
Oregon, Karl came within a breath from finishing in the
number two spot for the season. Unfortunately, his
fellow Pro rider Alex Niederer pushed just a little harder.

Karl’s finish of 3rd for the year will leave this flamboyant
and aggressive rider with a fire in his belly for more. With
2020 came a new team for Karl switching to the Vertigo
brand, with COVID calling a stop to the 2020 season Karl
has spent the year training harder than ever.

Watch for him to be even more flamboyant and
aggressive in 2021, it should be fun!
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Pro RIDER #4
Daniel

FROM: Phoenix, AZ
DOB: July 27, 1994
TEAM: GasGas

SPONSORS: GasGas USA, Motorex Powersports,
Renthal Moto, Hebo Factory, Twin Air, S3
Parts, Alpinestars, and Hammer Nutrition

Daniel has been a fixture in the series ever since his first foray
into the Nationals in 2010.

In 2018 Daniel went to the second step on the podium
finishing second that year to Pat Smage. Since then, Daniel
has achieved more regional Oregon and Arizona State
Championships, a Ute Cup Win, and earning a First Class
Award at the legendary Scottish Six Day Trial. Daniel

has been a member of the Trial Des Nations team for six
consecutive years and together with the team has earned a
podium position in that event four out of the six years.

For 1, Daniel has been diligently preparing his mind, body,
and riding skill set to take on the top pro’s in the nation, he
will be doing battle at each event in 2021 to come away with
his first ever Pro Class win! Keep an eye on this mindful,
calculating and aggressive rider!
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Pro RIDER 45
Josh Roper

FROM: Phoenix, AZ
DOB: December 6, 2001
TEAM: TRRS

SPONSORS: TRRS Motos USA, Dirt Riders
West, NILS Oil, HEBO, Spanish Fly
Racing, Hammer Nutrition, Limitless
Graphics, Mom & Dad

Josh Roper was a rookie in 2019. His past is

full of championships: in 2014 he won the Junior
Championship, 2015 he won the High School
Championship, 2018 he won the Expert Championship.
He also won the Youth National Championship in 2017.

Josh is part of Trials Royalty, starting with his dad, Todd,
who rode the Pro class in the 80’s and his brother,
Bryan, who finished a high of 2nd place in 2013. Josh
was on his way up and although the Pandemic stop

the competitions in 2020, it did not stop Josh from
advancing his skills.

With a switch of teams during 2020 from Sherco to TRS
he will be one to watch in 2021!
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Pro RIDER #6
Alex Myers

FROM: Downingtown, PA
DOB: April 6, 2001
TEAM: Scorpa

SPONSORS: FactoryONE Mototrials, ScorpaUSA, Motul,
S3, FunnelWeb Filter, VP Racing Fuels, HBD

MotoGrafx, P3 Carbon, Dunlop, SKF, Motion Pro,

Galfer Brakes, Progressive Insurance

Pro RIDER #1
David Avendano

FROM: Caracus, Venezuela

DOB: January 27, 2001

TEAM: Vertigo
SPONSORS: Vertigo USA

b ;?’A!%\, ‘,?

Pro RIDER #8

Sam Fastle (e , |
FROM: Louisville, KY  [H _,‘- A;
DOB: June 26, 1994
TEAM: TRS

SPONSORS: TRS Kentucky, SuperATV, TRS USA,
Hydraulics and Pneumatics, Big Bro
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Pro RIDER #9
Andreas Niederer

FROM: Bradenton, FL
DOB: June 16, 1995
TEAM: Beta
SPONSORS: Beta, TrialStoreUSA

*Andreas will not be competing in the
2021 season, but will be minding for
brother, Alex (rider #2)

Pro RIDER #10
Jan Peters
FROM: Germany
DOB: October 28, 1998
TEAM: TRS
SPONSORS: TRS USA
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Women's Pro RIDER #1
Madeleine

FROM: Raleigh, NC
DOB: December 17, 1998

TEAM: GasGas
SPONSORS: GasGas USA

Madeleine Hoover (Maddie), started her riding career at a
very early age, as the daughter of Garry Hoover, 10-time
senior class champion, she had Trials in her blood.

With 6 championships under her belt, 4 in the Women's
Pro class Maddie has not only competed in the USA
Nationals, but has also become a regular in the World
championships splitting her time between the United
States and Europe. In 2019 competing in the World
TrialGP Women's line Maddie finished 9th!
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Women's Pro RIDER #2

FROM: Portland, OR
DOB: September 5, 1997
TEAM: TRS
SPONSORS: TRS U

Kylee Sweeten, appeared on the National trials scene in 2015.
In 2016, she won the Eastern Women's Championship; in
2017, she was in the newly established Women's Pro class.
Also in 2017 Kylee entered her first World competition, held
in Arizona in the Women's Trial 2 class, finishing mid-pack
on the first day On the second day, she and her minder,
father Dennis Sweeten (past Pro MX and Trials legend), put
in a commanding performance and won the day, becoming
the first American since Bernie Schreiber to win a World
competition and the first American Woman to even podium
on the World stage much less win!

Keep an Eye on this World class rider, she is on a new team
with a new determination!
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