








































Notes for the meeting.

This was to be my last meeting as a Marshal.  I was then off to work and college in 
parts of the country away from road race circuits.

The meeting was a good one to go out on marshalling at Riches Corner.  The short 
circuit was used, i.e. the new straight, later named the Revett Straight after the 
sponsors – who were my local, Ipswich bike dealer.

The meeting incorporated the new Motorcycle Mechanics Production Series which 
provided a long overdue structure for production racing.  The race had a handicap 
system for the different classes which led to Tom Pemberton (500 Kawasaki) winning
the race from Pete ‘PK’ Davies (1000 Laverda).  This race provided some excitement 
for us marshals when Malcolm Wheeler (863 Ducati) entered Riches on the first lap 
at a strange angle and crashed on the exit.  The throttle had stuck open and he 
received a broken collar bone as a result.

In the ShellSport 500cc race we were treated to the rare site of Dave Croxford riding 
Percy Tait’s Suzuki RG500.  Percy had worked for Suzuki to improve the handling of
the new RG500.  The Cosworth-engined Norton Challenge was due to make an 
appearance at the meeting but was not raced.  I’m fairly sure that this was Dave 
Croxford’s last race appearance and Norton folded soon after.

In the ‘Race of Aces’ Barry Sheene was going well before crashing at Sears Corner 
having had a disk pad drop out of his brakes at Riches.  I don’t remember him having 
any injury and the run-off was fairly soft soil at Sears – usually used for growing a 
good crop of carrots!  He probably withdrew from the rest of the meeting as this was 
the year that he was on his way to winning the first of his two 500cc world 
championships.  Mick Grant (750 Kawasaki) went on to win the race at an average 
speed of 102.31 mph ahead of Steve Parrish (500 Suzuki) and Paul Smart (500 
Suzuki). Barry Sheene and Florian Burki were attributed with a joint new lap record 
of 1m33.2s 104.67mph. 

Dick Greasley / Cliff Holland (700 Chell Yamaha) won the sidecar final with a new 
fastest lap of 1m41.6s, 96.02 mph.

The Junior 350cc race was won by Tony Rutter (348 Yamaha) with a new lap record 
for 2nd placed Graham Hobbs.

Mick Grant rounded off a good day by winning the final event of the meeting from 
his Kawasaki team-mate Barry Ditchburn in second place with Roger Nicholls (700 
Yamaha) third.

Andy Heathwood


