








































































































John Player International, Silverstone, 11-12 August 1973.

My first visit to Silverstone and marshalling at Woodcote 
Corner.

The main event was the FIM Formula 750 race, which was 
effectively a world championship event.  This was run over 
two legs, which were both won by Paul Smart on his Suzuki 
750 two-stroke triple.  Barry Sheene would have finished 
higher overall but he used a different bike in Race 2, a 
Seeley Suzuki 500, rather than the Suzuki 750 used in Race 1 
and was subsequently disqualified.  Sheene did however go 
on to win the 1973 title from the Australians John Dodds 
(Yamaha 350) in 2nd and Jack Findlay (Suzuki 750) in 3rd.

At Woodcote in the F750 race, there was a spectacular crash 
by Dave Croxford on his Norton.  This was a fast crash.  The 
F750 Norton had been clocked at 146.9 mph at the TT the 
previous year with Peter Williams on board.  Fortunately 
Dave Croxford was only badly shaken but the Norton was a 
write-off and in many pieces.  A little lad in the crowd said to 
me, “Hey mister do you want these?”, as we loaded the bits 
into the pickup van.  He held two Amal Concentric carbs 
which had flown over the normal barrier and fence - a total 
of over 12 feet high!

At the time we heard from other marshals of Kim 
Newcombe's crash at Stowe in the Allcomers Race on the 
Saturday.  The only news was that 'it was bad', he was in 
hospital and that it involved an unprotected barrier.  Sadly 
Newcombe died a few days later.  A great rider who had 
achieved so much in such a short time on his privateer Konig 
two-strokes.

Andy Heathwood, 17/5/12
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